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Diary Dates
R to 6 SAPOL Sessions

17/5

Year 12 Formal
- Stamford Grand Glenelg

19/5

School Council Mtg - 6.30pm

22/5

R to 6 Assembly - 9am Hall

23/5

Reconciliation Week -

www.facebook.com/oakbankas

29/5 to 2/6

STUDENT FREE DAY
PUBLIC HOL - Queen’s Bday

9/6
12/6

DON’T FORGET:
Breakfast Club is still
happening every Friday
from 8.15am.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
YEAR 12 FORMAL
This Friday the Year 12 students (and a
few staff) will be glamming-up for the Hills
Combined Formal at the Stamford Grand
Hotel in Glenelg.
This is a great celebration for the students
and a rare opportunity for parents to see
how impressive their children look when
they dress formally.
I’m looking forward to seeing the students
in a more relaxed atmosphere and I
know from experience there will be
plenty of interest in the photographs from
the event.
Good luck to everyone attending.

OPEN NIGHT
A big thank you to the students and
parents who helped at our Open Night
last Monday.
A number of prospective students and
their parents attended from a variety of
schools in the area. They were introduced
to subject displays in the Library and
toured through the Technology, Art,
Home Economics and Science facilities.
The Year 8 students who led the tours
were great ambassadors for our school
as were the senior students at each
facility who talked about the faculty
programs.

OPERATION FLINDERS
Congratulations to Jaz Scott, Charlie
Tebble, Ryan Todd, Tyler Clark and Oliver
Bradshaw
who,
with
Mr
Hoskin,
completed the 100km trek through
Yankaninna Station in the far Northern
Flinders Ranges this week.
Under a huge full moon, they slept on the
ground, cooked on open fires and
walked
the rugged creeks and
mountains, trying abseiling and bush
tucker.
Well done boys, - hang on to the lessons
and experiences you have had, and use
them in your future endeavours.

NEW STAFF MEMBER
Matt Cooper has started at the school as
our Aboriginal Community Education
Officer.
He has experience working within and
across DECD sites as well as significant
involvement in coaching children and
young adults across a number of SANFL
and Hills football clubs.
Matt will be working with our indigenous
students on Fridays. Welcome Matt.

WEDNESDAY LUNCHES
The catering provided by the Front Office
staff for our Wednesday lunch project has
been a huge success.
The menu has been set for the rest of the
term so that you can pre-order lunches
for your child/children as required.
In addition to providing nutritious, warm
meals, it is this type of initiative that draws
communities together and makes them
stronger.
Our kids and staff feel valued and cared
for.
I’d like to express my thanks to Bron and
Nyleta for the time and effort they put into
providing the food - on top of their normal
duties.

Bruce Oerman
Principal
2017 SCHOOL FEES
due to be paid for in full
by the end of Term 2
(Friday 7 July 2017)
A big HIP HIP HOORAY to all the families
who have paid their Materials and
Services fees for 2017.
Thanks also go out to those who have
organised for their fees to be paid by
making use of a school payment plan.
At the end of Term 2, outstanding
Materials & Services fees will be sent to
Debt Collection Services.
The school’s curriculum budget relies on
all families paying the Materials &
Services charges.
Without these funds, the school will
struggle to provide adequate resources
for all students. Non payment of fees puts
the school’s finances under very real
strain and adds to the pressure for
charges to be increased in future years.
If you believe that you may be eligible for
School Card Assistance, please contact
the school as a matter of urgency.
In order to receive School Card benefits,
parents/caregivers must apply each year
through the school.

Bron Hall
Business Manager

WHITE CARD TRAINING

If students need a White Card before the end of May, there is a White Card
Training Course being held at Birdwood High School on Monday 29 May from
9am to 3pm.
Cost is $80 per student to be paid to Oakbank Area School.
Students must telephone Abbie Cerchi on 0488 942 192 to apply to attend and
have a USI before they will be able to participate in the course.

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS
There is quite a range of full time and school based apprenticeships available at
the moment.
Students need to book a meeting with Abbie Cerchi to obtain more details by
phoning 0488942192.
From CEG:
 10 x Carpentry Apprenticeships (metro, northern, southern, western) – full
time and school based.
 2 x Roof Plumbers (metro, southern) – full time, may consider school based.
 1 x Diesel Mechanic (northern) – full time.
 1 x Commercial cookery (southern) – full time.






Full time applicants must have car and licence. School based will need to
ensure they can get to and from work sites on time.
Recent school leavers are encouraged to apply.
White Card/Cert 1 or 2 in construction is preferred for carpentry and roof
plumbing vacancies.
Experience is preferred but not essential.
Will need to pass a pre-employment medical (drug and alcohol screening
included).

From MTE and others
 School based apprentice cooks – Mt Lofty and Mt Barker.
 Apprentice Panel beaters and Spray painters - Adelaide.
 Apprentice Wall and Floor Tilers - Adelaide.
 Apprentice Carpenter – Adelaide.
 Trainee Kitchen Hand – Murraylands.
 Apprentice Bricklayer – NE Suburbs.
 Apprentice Floor Technician - Adelaide.
 Apprentice Spray Painters (Non-Automotive).

Kirsty Rogers
Senior Pathways Coordinator

On Wednesdays during Term 2, a range of fresh, home-made
lunches will be available for OAS students and staff to
purchase from the Canteen at 12.45pm:
Wednesday 24 May : Ham & Cheese Toasties - only $2.00
Wednesday 31 May : Chicken Wing with Fried Rice
Wednesday 7 June : Hot Pie or Sausage Roll
Wednesday 14 June : Spaghetti Bolognaise
Wednesday 21 June : Ham & Cheese Toasties – only $2.00
Wednesday 28 June : Hot Potato with Bolognaise Sauce
Wednesday 7 July : Soup and a Roll

All at only $3.00 a serve.
Limited serves will be available
Please fill in the order form which was sent home earlier this
week to avoid the disappointment of missing out!

IS IT OK TO STRUGGLE?
I hear this word “struggle” more frequently from students and parents. One encouraging conversation I had with a
child’s parent I would like to share. A parent requested a meeting with me to discuss her child’s progress in maths. I
found this to be one of the most productive parent meetings I have ever had.
The conversation:
Parent: My child struggles a lot in maths, should I recommend him to drop maths?
(Being a student at year 11, the student had a choice to do a different maths, but could not drop maths entirely.)
Teacher: How do you know he struggles?”
Parent: He comes home and sometimes spends hours trying to solve different problems; I have seen him pulling his
hair out at times. He gets frustrated at times but continues.
Teacher: (With a wry smile on my face) that’s good, that means he is doing the right thing.
(I could see the confusion on the parent’s face.)
Parent: How is struggle good?
Teacher: Struggle in itself is not good but based on what you’re saying your child is undertaking a productive
struggle, which is crucial for learning new and complex concepts.
I added:
Imagine you are trying to learn a different language; will that be easy to learn? The answer is certainly no. Anyone
will struggle to learn new concepts in the beginning. But if you give up, there is no possible way you will learn the
new language. Struggle is necessary. This is what your child is doing, a productive struggle. I request you let him
struggle. If his struggle becomes too difficult and he starts giving up, please let me know and then we will consider
moving him to a different maths.
Parent: Thanks, that makes sense. But, what should I do?
Teacher: Just encourage him to do his best and tell him that everyone struggles whilst learning new concepts.
I saw the parent again, sometime later; I asked her, “How do you think your child is progressing?” The parent smiled
and said he is progressing encouragingly and I am proud of his achievement. I, as a teacher, could not be more
proud of what the student had achieved by the end of the year.
This is just an example of what we, in general, think about struggle. When students work on a problem with higher
cognitive demand, students struggle and the only way to learn those highly cognitive demand problems is by a
productive struggle. Our role as educators or parents is to guide students by asking a series of simple questions.
Unfortunately, helping sometimes takes away that struggle and productive learning does not occur. Though, we
must also be mindful struggle has to still be constructive and instructive. If students struggle with every single
problem we need to rethink about the level of challenges we can pose to the students.

As a teacher, I would like to request you let your child go through the productive struggle and guide them when
necessary. Let’s not set children up for failure, but rather set them up to be great thinkers and problem solvers.
These are crucial skills to combat this challenging and technological world.

Kapil Pande - Mathematics Teacher

“I have a dream!”
Yes, one of them is to be there to witness one of my football teams (Mt Lofty, Glenelg,
Richmond) win a premiership, but another one is very much school related.
I would love to see a "Wall of Fame" type celebration in the corridor of the
Gymnasium recognising the sporting achievements of any Oakbank scholar who has gone
on to represent South Australia and/or Australia in a sport; gone on to play the sport at the
highest possible level. I believe that this would be extremely motivational and uplifting
for our students who could immediately identify with these role models as fellow
alumni. It would also fit into many different areas of "Positive Education" which our
students currently address in class.
A classic example of what I am after is Shaun Tait. Shaun was a past scholar of Oakbank
Area School who represented both South Australia (Redbacks) and Australia in the great
sport of Cricket.
But, who else fits the criteria? Are there others over the history of Oakbank Area School
who achieved the ultimate in their sport or is Shaun all by himself ? Unfortunately, I don't
have the answers to these questions but maybe you do, or maybe someone you know does.
If so, I would love to be contacted and enlightened either
shane.wissell407@schools.sa.edu.au or phone on 8398 7200.
This could be something special!
I look forward in anticipation.

Shane Wissell

Sports Manager
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Come along to a sight
word information session
to learn more about:

The importance of
sight words.

How we teach sight
words.

How you can support
your child.

Tuesday, 30th May
Week 5, Term 2
9:00am - 9.30am
Or
3:15pm - 3:45pm

For additional information contact Tracey Ward - Junior School Co-ordinator.
RSVP by returning the slip below or by contacting the school on 8398 7200.
Sight Word Information Session RSVP
(please return slip to your child’s class teacher)

Name/s: _____________________________________________
I / we would like to attend the Sight Word Information Session on Tuesday, 30th May at
(please circle)
9:00am
3:15pm

OAKBANK AREA SCHOOL
154 Onkaparinga Valley Road
OAKBANK SA 5243
Telephone: (08) 8398 7200
Facsimile: (08) 8388 4718
Email: dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Website: www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au

