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Wed 6/9 Show teams at the Royal      
& Thur 7/9 Adelaide Show 
 
Mon 11/9 School Council Meeting 6.30pm 
 
Mon 18/9 Primary Parent/Teacher  
& Tue 19/9 Interviews 
 
Fri 29/9  Year 9 Initiative Showcase 
 2.10pm Dismissal 
 Reports Issued 
 
Mon 16/10  Term 4 commences 

Diary Dates 
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http://www.facebook.com/oakbankas
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjomMvXmqDTAhWFE5QKHR5uAIQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thespraybox.com%2F&bvm=bv.152180690,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNH0himc7SUno0-hla3G9sVBjdcu-A&ust=14921308408311


PRINCIPAL’S   REPORTPRINCIPAL’S   REPORT        

LEARNER STRENGTHS 

What are the personal characteristics that 

are most important in our children as they 

go into an uncertain future?  
 

The students and staff have been       

grappling with this question over the past 

month and I did a quick survey of parents 

at the Secondary School Parent – Teacher 

night. 
 

Teachers looked at a list of about 30 

characteristics and narrowed them down 

t o :  P e r s e v e r e s ,  C h a l l e n g e ,                   

Communication, Optimism, Curious,   

Innovative,  Sel f-Motivated and               

Co-operative. 
 

The students worked in cross-age groups 

to select: Communication, Challenge, 

Perseveres and Self-Motivated as their 

most important. 
 

Secondary school parents chose          

Disciplined, Communication and          

Self-Motivated. 
 

This dovetails with the Character -

Strengths that we identify in the Positive 

Education program and it is important 

that we put an Oakbank Area School 

perspective on this work. 
 

This consultative process will be used to 

define our direction over the next few 

years. It is important for us to listen to the 

community and work to achieve the 

goals that it sets. There will be more work 

in this area so that we have a clear focus 

for 2018. 

 

SUBJECT / CAREER  

COUNSELLING 
It has been fascinating to talk to parents 

and students attending their Career and 

Subject Counselling interviews.  
 

The variety of careers that students are 

identifying across vocational and        

academic pathways indicates the 

breadth of experiences that students are 

taking from their education.  
 

Each student is an individual.  Some     

are very sure about their goal whilst    

others are uncertain. Please be reassured 

that this is normal and we have processes 

in place to help students identify and    

pursue their goals. 

 

FIRST IMPRESSION  

INTERVIEWS—YEARS 7 TO 12  

Last Wednesday and Thursday 30 & 31 

August we had our Semester 2 Parent 

Teacher interviews in the Library.  
 

It was heartening to see the number of 

parents that came and were interested in 

being part of their child’s education.  

Each parent that I talked to were thankful 

for the feedback from teachers and 

wanted to work in partnership with the 

school to get the best outcomes for their 

children. If you can’t make a time in the 

evening but would like some feedback, 

please don’t hesitate to ring the school 

and talk to the teachers.  
 

NAPLAN 

We have received the 2017 NAPLAN    

results and will be forwarding them to 

parents over the next week.  
 

I’m an advocate for NAPLAN tests in that 

it can be used by teachers as a            

diagnostic tool to see patterns of learning 

that are successful and those that need 

more work.  
 

A significant element of the Visible       

Learning focus that we are undertaking is 

to use data to inform our practice. The 

NAPLAN is one of the tools that help us do 

that. As a staff we are examining class 

patterns and individual student results to 

ensure we extract the maximum value for 

the time devoted to the tests. 
 

Equally important is the information that 

the testing provides to parents and      

students. As with all testing it is not the 

score that matters so much but what the 

test tells you about your child’s strengths 

and areas for improvement.  
 

The NAPLAN in conjunction with other 

assessment provides an opportunity to 

identify individual student foci. Please 

take time to talk to your child’s teacher if 

the NAPLAN results raise any concerns for 

you. 
 

Bruce Oerman 
Principal 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
2017 Royal Adelaide Show 

Art Results  
Out of 6 artworks entered into this year’s 
Royal Adelaide Show, I am pleased to      

announce that Ani Baker has been   

awarded a Certificate of Merit for a for one 
of her paintings and for her drawing       
featuring an animal. 
 

The competition was tough this year and I     
encourage more people to enter in 2018 
due to the high level of talent that we have 
at Oakbank Area School. 
Well Done to all the participants! 
 

Keysha Errington 
Art Teacher 

 



 

In Week 5 we celebrated Book Week.  The theme this year was 'Escape to Everywhere'. 

On Monday we held a cake decorating competition and there was a range of           

wonderfully decorated cakes to choose from.  
 

Students from each primary class voted on their favourite cake.  
 

The winning cakes were: 
 

 'Harry Potter' by Sophie Garcia 

 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory' by Imogyn Evans and  

 'Escape to Everywhere' by Sahara Oldfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At recess time, students enjoyed some of the delicious cakes which had been entered in 

the competition. 
 

On Wednesday the Oakbank Pre-School joined us for a Read Around. Students were 

placed into small, mixed year level groups and had an opportunity to listen to 3 different 

adults from the school read a short story or picture book.  
 

The Oakbank Kindergarten students participated in this activity aswell and were able to 

stay afterwards for lunch and a play. It was lovely having them here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On Friday we held our dress-up day, with many staff and students participating. A winner 

from each class was announced before staff and students went on a parade through the 

school.  
 

The winners were: 
 

Giselle Alberts 

Liticia Wilks 

Samuel MacPherson and 

Sahara Oldfield 
 

Also as a part of Book Week, our    

primary students attended the Stirling 

Library to listen to a local author 

speak. Our Reception - Year 1       

students listened to Phil Cummings 

and Year 2 - 6 students listened to 

Jane Godwin.  

Both authors were amazing and spoke in such an inspirational way about the              

importance of reading. 

Tracey Ward 
Primary Coordinator 

PRIMARY NEWS PRIMARY NEWS   

2017 BOOKWEEK EVENTS2017 BOOKWEEK EVENTS  



Year 10 Science students had an opportunity to celebrate the culmination of their 

learning about Evolution and Biodiversity, at the Adelaide Zoo on Wednesday 23 

August. 
 

Over the course of the day, they were asked to independently tour the Zoo grounds, 

identifying similarities and differences between animals of the same Order, Family, 

and Genus. They were able to see first-hand the amazing biodiversity and variation 

amongst individuals in a population. All of the concepts covered in class this term. 
 

A highlight was the education session with Zoo Educator Jonathon Noble, who led a 

discussion about the value of biodiversity, and the danger many populations face 

as a result of human activity. Students were engaged and many actively              

participated in this discussion, particularly poignant as our planet feels the pressure 

of an ever-increasing population. 
 

The students conducted themselves with respect and maturity, several stating their 

gratitude for the chance to experience learning in a different context.  
 

If you have a chance, please have a look at the following clips that were shared 

with us, and spark some discussion with your child/children at home. 
 

How wolves can change rivers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q 

 

Worldometer 

http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ 

 

Redlist of animals 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/ 

 

 

 

 
Sarah Hill  

Science Teacher 
 

YEAR 10  SCIENCE YEAR 10  SCIENCE   

EVOLUTION  &  BIODIVERSITY  EVOLUTION  &  BIODIVERSITY    

——  ADELAIDE  ZOO  EXCURSIONADELAIDE  ZOO  EXCURSION  
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YEAR 10 YEAR 10 ——  EVOLUTION & GENETICSEVOLUTION & GENETICS  

Our Year 10 investigation into Evolution and Genetics was enriched in week 6, by 

a visit from a local Mum, whose first child was born with a genetic disease, Cystic    

Fibrosis. 
 

Carly spoke with humour, warmth and openness about how her daughter had     

inherited the gene from herself and her husband (nether of who knew they were 

carriers of the gene).  
 

Carly described the day-to-day life of her family, visiting many specialists and 

relying on medications to assist Emily's digestive system and lungs to clear the 

excessive mucus made due to her disease. She explained how the genes were 

passed on to Emily and the way that different combinations of genes could result 

in different circumstances (as with her subsequent children). Our students listened 

with obvious respect and interest and asked some well thought out questions    

during Carly’s talk. 
 

To have Carly share her real life experience within our classroom was a true      

privilege and she quickly engaged the Year 10 student's interest. Their               

understanding of genetic factors and the role they play in all of our lives was 

clearly improved.  
 

As a class we are now able to move on to individually explore issues of human 

interference with genetics, as our students question the positives and negatives of 

humans manipulating genes.  
 

I encourage all parents to discuss their child's understandings and perspectives 

on this unit and share some thoughts about how Science is bringing the potential 

for rapid change in our lives and whether these changes are always for the best? 
 

Sarah Hill        Science Teacher 

On Monday 28 September, OAS 

hosted a round robin competition of 

Year 8/9 Boys Basketball with      

Birdwood High School and Unity   

College. 

Members of the Oakbank team 

were Year 7 student Jalen Bonilla, 

Year 8 students Sam Clyma, Brodie 

Tischer, Liam Taylor, Karl Ballon and 

Jake MacAulley and Year 9        

students Jett Sinnott and Tyson     

Harris. We were fortunate to have 

Year 11 students Marlee Tonkin and 

Kye Sinnott assist in scoring and      

coaching duties. 

In the first game Oakbank defeated Birdwood 34-30 in overtime. Major scorers for 

Oakbank were Jett with 12, Jalen with 8, Tyson with 7 and Brodie with 5. 

Unity then defeated Birdwood 36-22 which set up a winner takes all contest       

between Oakbank and Unity in the last game of the day. 

Unfortunately, some of our better players found themselves in foul trouble and 

needed to be rested which had an affect on the score line. In the end, Unity     

defeated Oakbank 42-26. Major scorers for Oakbank were Jalen with 6, Tyson 

and Brodie both with 5 and Jett and Jake both with 4.  

All of the boys in the team can be especially proud of their performance on the 

day. A big thank you to the parents who came out to watch their children play 

and to the OAS students for coming down to support their team  in a respectful 

manner. 

Shane Wissell 
Sport Coordinator  

YEAR 8/9 BOYS BASKETBALLYEAR 8/9 BOYS BASKETBALL  



APPRENTICESHIPSAPPRENTICESHIPS  

The following apprenticeships are currently available: 

 SA Power Network Electrical Apprenticeships.  Apply on line via Seek.                 

Applications close Friday 8 September.         

 Multiple Bricklaying, Tiling and Carpentry Apprenticeships – must have car and 

license 

 School based Apprenticeship – Cert 3  Carpentry  - Adelaide 

 Mechanical Apprenticeships – Murray Bridge and Adelaide 

 Panel Beater Apprenticeship – Hills 

 Wall and Floor Tiler – Adelaide 

 2 x Assembler Traineeships – Murraylands 

 Pool Attendant – Murraylands 

Students need to ring Abbie Cerchi ( Apprenticeship Broker ) on 0488 942 192 to obtain 

more information and to register their interest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kirsty Rogers 
Student Pathways Coordinator 



OAKBANK AREA SCHOOL 
154 Onkaparinga Valley Road 

OAKBANK   SA   5243 

Telephone:  (08) 8398 7200 

Facsimile:  (08) 8388 4718 

Email:   dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Website:  www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDCOMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  

ADELAIDE HILLS HAWKS FOOTBALL CLUB TRIALS 
 

The Trials for the 2018 Soccer Season are approaching fast.  Positions are available for boys and girls in most junior age 

groups.  We are focused on providing quality skills based coaching in a fun and supportive environment.  If you think you 

would like to play soccer for the Adelaide Hills Hawks in 2018 and be apart of the Junior Premier League competition then 

please come out to our trials. 
 

Dates:  

 Tuesday 26th September - 6pm - 7.30pm for  U12 - U17 age groups 

 Wednesday 27th September - 4.30pm - 6pm  for  U6 - U11 age groups 

 Thursday 28th September - 6pm - 7.30pm  for U12 - U17 age groups 

 Wednesday 18th October - 6pm - 7.30pm for  U6 - U17 age groups 
 

Location - The 'Hawks Nest' - 1 Hutchens Road, Woodside. 

For any further details please contact Paul Hyder on 0408 339 699. 

 
MT BARKER SOFTBALL CLUB  

Are you interested in starting a new sport, or dusting off some old equipment and having 

some fun?  
 

Mt Barker Redsox Softball Club has a team for you. Juniors (5yrs to U15yrs), Seniors (15+), 

(that includes you Mums and Dads). 
 

All trainings and games are played at Anembo Park in Littlehampton.  
 

For more information contact Mandy 0417 830 182 or email mtbarker.redsox@gmail.com  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F736x%2Fa7%2F03%2F1a%2Fa7031aeabdb8a8108ff688deeca8823e--fitness-motivation-quotes-fitness-goals.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2FPlatinumVitamin%2Fquotes%2F&docid=REsrVR9

