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PRINCIPAL’S   REPORTPRINCIPAL’S   REPORT        

2017 has been an eventful year packed 

full of learning and achievement. Thank 

you to the students, staff, volunteers and 

parents for all your efforts in sustaining 

and developing a vibrant learning     

community. 
 

The variety of accomplishments have 

been highlighted in the past fortnight at a 

number of functions including the very 

successful Presentation Night, Year 12 

Breakfast, Year 6 Graduation Dinner and 

final assemblies for each of the             

sub-schools.  
 

Awards have been presented in the     

sub-school assemblies for students that 

have accomplished Academic           

Excellence or Consistent  Application and 

Effort.  
 

It has been heartening to see the variety 

of students that have received these 

awards. It is clear that students put an 

effort into their studies when they can see 

relevance to their career pathways or 

have an affinity with a particular topic.  
 

ACTIVITIES  WEEK  

Although most Senior students finished  

school last week, the Middle School has 

been involved in an activity program   

during the final week.  
 

Congratulations to Kristen Bence who 

developed a program with a variety of 

activities. There was a mix of sport, art, 

games, excursions and community     

service. In the heat of Wednesday there 

was an “Amazing Race” and “Survivor 

Games” that required teamwork and 

problem solving to achieve the final    

objective.  
 

The students have had great fun and 

there has been a considerable amount of 

informal learning. 

 

STAFF CHANGES 

Let me take time to acknowledge the 

work of our staff. The non-teaching staff 

who support students in-class, prepare 

resources and maintain our enviable 

grounds and buildings. The teachers who 

have gelled into a cohesive group that 

support each other and the students.  I 

want to particularly acknowledge the 

work of the staff who finish with Oakbank 

at the end of 2017. 

 

Alicia Adams is expecting a baby in the 

new year and will take a year’s maternity 

leave. She will be replaced as our       

Pastoral Support Worker by her husband, 

John, so I’m sure the handover will be 

smooth. 

 

Susan Hart, Sarah Hill, Alexis Mardell, 

Gaye Rose, Julie Stevenson , Peter Tiede 

and Clarissa Whiting all have contracts 

that are finishing.  
 

Some will return to us in 2018 and we wish 

others well in their new endeavours. 

 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 

The new year will be here sooner than we 

think so I encourage you to consider   

joining the Governing Council at our AGM 

in March.  
 

This is a great way to have input into the 

strategic direction of the school and work 

on projects where you have a particular 

interest or skill.  
 

Please contact Andrew Sinnott, the Chair 

of Council or me if you have any        

questions. 
 

LOOKING FORWARD 

2017 saw many changes of staff and 

leadership at Oakbank.  
 

The opportunity for renewal has been 

stimulating but I hope we can build on 

this with some stability and reinforce our 

initiatives in 2018. 
 

Developing self-directed learners and 

valuing student leadership will continue 

to be a focus at Oakbank in the new 

year.  
 

We will further extend our curriculum to 

meet the 8 learning areas of the           

Australian Curriculum by offering more 

music, performing arts and languages in 

the primary and middle years.  
 

Our staffing and timetable have been 

structured to build better student-teacher 

relationships and I look forward to more 

community and parent involvement.  
 

I hope you are as excited by some of 

these changes as the staff and I are in 

implementing them. 
 

Finally for 2017, I wish everyone a safe 

and happy holiday season. 
 

Bruce Oerman 
Principal 
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Oakbank Area School together with the International Education Services Branch are   

excited to be hosting a group of students from Thailand in 2018. 

 

A total of 8 students (middle school) and 1 teacher will be involved in our mainstream 

classrooms from the 19 March through to 13 April 2018 (last four weeks of Term 1). 

 

The school is looking for Host Families to accommodate the students during their stay. 

 

If you are interested, please contact John Higginson (Manager - International Student 

Program) on 0419 587 444 to obtain further information. 

 

John Higginson 
Manager - International Student Program 

The Oakbank Area School Council conducted a poll of the 

school community from November 22 until   December 7 2017, 

regarding setting and collecting the ‘Prescribed Sum’ of $330.00 

for students in Reception to Year 6, and $520.00 + applicable       

subject fees for students in Year 7 to Year 12+ for the 2018      

Materials and Services Charges. 

The Department of Education and Child Development allows 

the School Council to set the Materials and Services charge 

and pursue the payment of these charges, provided the        

majority of the poll respondents are in favour. 

Information regarding the two polls was sent by post to our families enrolled for 2018.   

In total we received 52 replies, which accounted for a total of 68 votes.   

The results were: 

Reception to Year 6  :  25 in favour / 4 against  [ 86.21% / 13.79%] 

Year 7 to Year 12+ :  36 in favour / 3 against  [ 92.31% /  7.69% ] 

The Oakbank Area School Council would like to thank the school community for its    

support and has now set the Materials and Services charges for 2018 at the Prescribed 

Sum of $330.00 for students in Reception to Year 6 and $520.00 + applicable subject fees 

for students in Year 7 to Year 12+. 

Middle school students participated in a fundraising acftivity earlier this week with a bike 

ride/walk to Woodside and back along the Amy Gillett biketrack. 

Students were raising money for Wombat Rescue. 

 

Keysha Errington 

INTERNATIONAL  VISITORSINTERNATIONAL  VISITORS  
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The Year 12 SACE results will be available in Students Online from 8:30am on      

Tuesday 18 December 2017.  

Most students can expect to receive printed official documentation when the post 

arrives that day – so check your  letter boxes and post boxes.  

We all are waiting with excited anticipation on some excellent results for some of 

our extremely dedicated and hardworking Year 12 students.  

Miss Rogers will be in school that morning to discuss results with students and assist 

with SATAC changes or enquiries. 

 

At the last school assembly on Friday 15 December, a number of students were 

presented with Excellent Academic Achievement Awards for achieving high      

academic success in a specific subject and Consistent Application and Effort 

Awards for trying their hardest continually in a specific subject. 

Congratulations to all of the students who received an award. 

Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SACE RESULTSSACE RESULTS  

MIDDLE SCHOOLMIDDLE SCHOOL  
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WEDNESDAY LUNCHESWEDNESDAY LUNCHES  

We would like to send a huge thank you to the students, parents and staff who   

supported our Wednesday lunch program which began in the last week of Term 1 

this year. 
 

Our lunches were certainly more popular than we initially thought possible.  We 

sold on average 50 to 60 serves of what was on the menu every Wednesday - with 

our toasted sandwiches topping the 97 mark!!   
 

We would like to especially thank those families who really got behind our initiative 

and supported our program by purchasing lunch every Wednesday for their child/

ren. 
 

Thanks must go to Pak-Rite in Mt Barker and the Lobethal Bakery for their           

sponsorship of our program through the donation of cutlery, plates and serviettes 

and bread for our BBQ’s and toasted sandwiches. 
 

We need to pay a special mention to Bev Bonython and Ali Adams who graciously 

gave up their lunch time to answer the phones and man the front office every 

Wednesday and also Jo Casement who worked like crazy helping us to serve 

lunches.  Thankyou to those staff who also supported us - especially Shane Wissell 

who regularly purchased several lunches at a time and gave them out to various 

students as a reward. 

 

A special thanks also goes to our BBQ extraordinaires Andy Hall and John Graetz 

who volunteered to cook our end of term BBQs.   
 

Since week 10 of Term 1 our Wednesday lunch program has raised a total of 

$3,310.25 profit which has been repaid back to all OAS students/parents 

through: 
 

 Sponsoring the purchase of year 12 graduation gifts = $336.94 

 Sponsoring the year 11’s in the purchase of their year 12 jumper in 2018 = $350 

 Sponsoring the Reception to Year 6 Swimming Fun Day = $534 

 Sponsoring the Year 7 excursion to see Wonder World = $100 

 Sponsoring the Year 7 to 9 excursion to Burnside Pool = $550 

 Sponsoring the Year 10 morning tea = $45 

 Sponsoring the Year 8 excursion to Bounce =  $360 

 Sponsoring the end of Term ‘Mystery Lunches’ available to all Reception to 

Year 11 students for $1. 
 

The remaining proceeds from our lunch program will be donated to the Hope Foun-

dation (as featured in our newsletter  dated 1 November 2017). 
 

We are hoping our donation may be able to purchase some additional chairs or 

even desks for the children living in the Nakivale Refugee Orphanage in Uganda. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. 

 

 

Bron & Nyleta 
 

 

 



2017 ACTIVITIES WEEK2017 ACTIVITIES WEEK  

 

Year 7 and 9 OAS students teaming up for 2017 Activities Week - Positive Education Excursion to the Burnside Pool. 

 

Students have worked in mixed year level groups all week to develop positive relationships across the  middle 

school. 

 

Students enjoyed the pool, a bbq lunch and leisure activities whilst on the  excursion. 

 

AMAZING RACE & OBSTACLE COURSE saw students in mixed year level teams race around the 

school with clues to complete activities and riddles to win movie tickets to the Mt Barker Cinema. 

 

Congratulations to Nash Tonkin, Jett Sinnott, Cooper Schulz, Jalen Bonilla and Carter Dohnt for their win. 

YEAR 8 BOUNCE EXCURSION 
 


