
 

DIARY DATES 
 

Fri 4/5         Year 12 Formal 

 

Tue 8/5        Operation  

to 15/5       Flinders starts 

 
 

Mon 14/5     School Council               

        Meeting 

 

Tue 15/5       NAPLAN  

to 18/5         Years 3,5,7 & 9 
 

 

Mon 28/5     Reconciliation  

to 1/6            Week 

 

Mon 11/6    PUBLIC  

       HOLIDAY 

       Queen’s B/day 

 

Mon 18/6    6.30pm  School 

       Council Mtg 

 

 
 

Fri 29/6        STUDENT FREE 

       DAY 
 

Fri 6/7          End of Term 2 

       2.15 Dismissal 
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Mon 12/11  Kindy Transition 

       Visit - 9am 
 

Mon 19/11  Kindy Transition 

       Visit - 9am 
 

Thurs 22/11   

PRESENTATION NIGHT 
 

Mon 26/11  Kindy Transition 

       Visit - 9am 

       Year 7  

       Transition Day 

Tue 27/11   Year 8 

& Wed 28   Transition Days 
 

Thurs 6/12   Primary Big Day 

- Fri  7/12    Out Sleepover 
 

Fri 7/12       Year 10 Lessons 

      Finish 
 

Mon 10/12  Yr 6 Graduation 

       Dinner 
 

Tue 11/12    R-5 Swimming 

       Fun Day 

Thur 13/12   Tree Climb 

       Excursion 
 

Thur 13/12   Mt Barker Wallis 

        Cinema Exc. 
 

Thur 13/12   Primary End of 

       Yr Celebration                       

       Assembly 
 

Fri 14/12      2.15pm Early 

       Dismissal 
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80th Birthday Celebration 
The 80th Birthday Celebration was a resounding success 

with the attendance of old scholars from recent years 

through to two original students : Mrs Joan Muller and 

Mrs Barbara Hughes (featured on the front page) who 

both marched from the Oakbank and Balhannah 

schools to the newly founded Oakbank Consolidated 

School back in 1938. 

The turn-up from the 50 – 80 Year olds was particularly 

pleasing, with most having plenty of stories to tell 

amongst lots of reminiscing. Alumni were very            

impressed with the schools current facilities and        

programs. 

Thank you to the parents and community members 

who helped to make this day such a success. Nyleta 

Rogers put so much time and effort into this event and 

her leadership of the organising committee was       

outstanding. Thank you Nyleta. 

In the morning prior to our 80th Birthday Celebration, ex 

principal Mr Jackson had a private tour of the school 

and facilities and was accompanied by his daughter 

Andrea O’Byrne. (pictured below) 

A selection of photos from our Birthday Celebrations is 

featured on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Just Too Deadly Awards 
Last Wednesday I attended the Just Too Deadly 

awards that celebrates the achievements of             

Indigenous students in the Hills’ region.  

 

Most of the Oakbank students that attended the 

Awards were presented with certificates for               

outstanding attendance.  

 

There were also presentations for our Year 7 students (In 

other schools they are in their graduate year): Isabella 

Fechner, Cain Orbell and Crystal Smith.  

 

Shai-Leigh Tischer was presented with a certificate for 

her completion of Year 12 and also gave a            

presentation outlining the achievements of the South 

Australian Aboriginal Sports Training Academy which 

had its first intake of Hills’ students this year.  

 

Congratulations to all the students for their          

achievements this year. 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

2018 Presentation Night 
Presentation Night is the school’s premier event that 

acknowledges student achievement across the            

academic, sporting and community spheres.  

It is also the evening where we formally recognise         

students proceeding from Primary School into Secondary 

School and our Year 12’s graduating. It will be a formal 

night with entertainment and a light supper.  

Please consider attending next Thursday from 6:30pm to    

celebrate the outstanding accomplishments of our      

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stirling Pageant Float 

Preparations are well underway for our entry in the Stirling 

Pageant this Sunday.  

The theme is “Christmas around the world” and our Year 9 

and 10 students have been very busy creating a float that 

shows the different seasons for the two hemispheres.  

A number of primary students will be accompanying the 

float and passing out sweets. Please come and support 

the students on Sunday at 11:00am in the Main Street of 

Stirling. 

Remembrance Day & Grandparents Day 
I was very proud of our students last Friday for the way 

they participated and conducted themselves during the 

Remembrance Day Ceremony.   

It was obvious that the students understood that this was 

an occasion for solemn and serious reflection in honouring 

the ANZAC spirit and the 100 years since Armistice.  

The ceremony was jointly attended by Oakbank Area 

School and Hills Christian Community College students 

and we had Grandparents and significant adults from 

both schools in attendance. 

Thank you to the catafalque party of soldiers and cadets 

that attended from Woodside Barracks which added to 

the formality of the occasion. 

Bruce Oerman Principal 
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Year 7/8 Transition Days 
Families are reminded that the Year 7/8 Transition 

Days will be held over two days on: 

Tuesday 27 November &  

Wednesday 28 November  

at Oakbank Area School. 

Information regarding these Transition Days has been 

provided to families, but if you have not received this 

information, please contact me via email:             

Kristen.Bence429@schools.sa.edu.au. 

 

Kristen Bence 

Middle School Coordinator 

 
2019 MATERIALS & SERVICES FEES 
The Oakbank Area School Council conducted a poll of 

the school community from 30 October to 13              

November 2018, regarding setting and collecting the 

“Prescribed Sum” of $340.00 for students in Reception to 

Year 6 and $540.00 for students in Years 7 to 12+ for the 

2019 Materials and Services Charges. 
 

The Department for Education allows the School       

Council to set the Materials and Services charge and 

pursue the payment of these charges, provided the 

majority of the poll respondents are in favour. 
 

Information regarding the three polls was sent by post 

to Oakbank Area School families with students who are   

enrolled for the 2019 school  year. 
 

In total, we received 39 replies to our poll, which         

accounted for a total of 49 votes. 
 

The results were: 
 

Reception to Year 6:   14 in favour/3 against (82%/18%) 

Year 7:            6 in favour/0 against (100%/0%) 

Year 8 to Year 12+:      21 in favour/5 against (81%/19%) 
 

The Oakbank Area School Council would like to thank 

the School Community for its support and has now set 

the 2019 Materials and Services charges at the 

“Prescribed Sum” of $340.00 for Reception to Year 6    

students and $540.00 for Year 7 to Year 12+ students. 
 

Please note:   

No subject fees will be charged in 2019. 
 

Bron Hall 

Business Manager 
 
 
 
 

Primary Excursions & Events 
 

There are a number of excursions and events involving 

the primary school students over the last remaining 

weeks of Term 4. 
 

These include: 
 

 Stirling Christmas Pageant 

       Sunday 18 November @ 11am 

       Main Street Stirling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Reception to 6 Big Days Out & Sleepover  

       Thursday 6 and Friday 7 December. 

       Cost = $38.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Year 6 Graduation Dinner                               

       Monday 10 December. 

       Cost = $23.00 per person  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Reception to Year 6 Swimming Fun Day        

Tuesday 11 December.                         

      Cost = $6.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Primary End of Year Celebration Assembly  

Thursday 13 December at 2pm in the Hall. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you haven’t already done so, can you please forward 

your payment for these activities to the Finance Office at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Nikki Kearton 
Acting Primary Coordinator 
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Year 10 Flinders Uni Science  
Excursion 
This week 20 of our very enthusiastic Year 10 Science 

students participated in two workshops at Flinders     

University. This excursion linked beautifully with their 

study of our Earth’s interconnecting systems: the       

atmosphere, geosphere, biosphere, and hydrosphere. 

 

The students collected samples of freshwater from the 

university’s own lake to determine the health of the 

ecosystem. Once they mastered the art of invertebrate 

fishing in the shallow, muddy lake, they returned to the 

lab, to analyse their samples using high-powered      

stereomicroscopes, and data probes that recorded 

temperature, pH, and phosphorus levels of the water.  

 

Following a much-enjoyed lunch break at Subway, the 

students applied similar techniques to investigate     

marine invertebrates from a sample taken from West 

Beach’s boat ramp. A whole new world was revealed 

to many of our students and to witness their excitement 

and engagement was personally, a real highlight. 

Many students were able to see the relationship        

between ecosystem health and the amount of         

biodiversity observed. 

 

They demonstrated excellent teamwork and listened 

attentively to our expert teachers, Carrie, Abby and 

Olivia. Our guides also discussed their individual studies 

and career pathways sharing personal stories at the 

request of some of our students. They were all very 

pleased by our students’ enthusiasm and willingness to 

work as a team. 

 

It was an excellent day and I was very proud of the way 

our students conducted themselves.  

 

Here are some of their reflections: 

 

 “This excursion was exciting and educational. Marine 

Biology was the best, as there were lots of cool species 

of invertebrates”  

 

“I liked the freshwater sampling the best, because it 

was really hands on” 

 

“I found the marine biology session the best because 

there was more variety of plants and organisms than 

the freshwater” 

 

“I have learned that we need to monitor the ecosystem, 

so if it starts to get worse, you can fix the problem. There 

were a lot more little animals than I thought” 

 

“In Marine Biology we learned to identify different     

species, and look at them under the microscope.     

Scientists will use the data we collected to decide how 

healthy the ecosystem is” 

 

“I have learned that the hydrosphere has billions of   

different species, and by looking at the organisms    

behavior and properties, scientists can come up with 

ways to solve problems” 

 

Sarah Hill 

Science Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 8/9 GIRLS BADMINTON 

On Friday November 2, Oakbank Area School's Year 8/9 

Girls Badminton team ventured to Lockleys to play in 

the State-wide finals at the SA Badminton Centre. 

 

Other schools in the competition were St Peters 

Girls and Mitcham Girls. Unfortunately Parafield         

Gardens High School withdrew on the morning of the 

competition.  

 

Our first game was against St Peters Girls. They were far 

too strong for us winning all four doubles and all 4     

singles matches comprehensively. Our closest match 

was Taminka in her singles who scored 17pts against her 

opponent.  

 

Our next match against Mitcham girls was the         

complete opposite. We dominated, winning 7 matches 

to 1. All matches were very one sided in our favour. 

 

The girls received certificates for coming Runners-up in 

the state for this competition. 

 

They were great ambassadors for Oakbank Area 

School on the day. 

 

Well done! 

 

Shane Wissell 
Badminton Manager 
 

 

 YEAR 8/9 GIRLS BASKETBALL 

On Thursday 25 October, Oakbank's Year 8/9 Girls     

Basketball team were off to play in a 3 way round    

robin competition at the Mt Barker Rec Centre.  
 

Unfortunately, a bee infestation forced the closure of 

the Rec Centre.  Some quick thinking resulted in the 

competition being played in our Gym instead. 
 

In the first game we played against St. Frances, our girls 

knew we were up against it as St. Frances had           

numerous state representatives, curious for a team 

playing in the bottom division. We lost this game with 

the final score being 60pts to 16pts. To St Frances's 

credit they rotated their players around, giving weaker     

players more game time, but they were still far too 

strong. Top scorers for us were Sharni with 6pts, Ila with 

4 pts and Victoria and Sandra both with 2pts. 
 

Our second game was against Kildare and after 

watching them warm up we were hopeful of a closer 

game. After a tight seesawing first half we ran away 

with it in the second half winning 46pts to 28pts. Top 

scorers for us were Sharni with 16pts, Ila with 14pts 

and Sandra with 12pts. 
 

St Frances then defeated Kildare 58pts to 8pts and as a 

result have progressed to the next stage. 
 

The Oakbank girls can be very proud of the way they 

never gave up throughout the competition even when 

faced with superior opposition in the first game and 

tiredness and fatigue in the second game. It was very 

pleasing to see Sharni and Ila use their well                

developed Basketball nous to help other team mates 

who weren't quite as knowledgeable in the game, 

they both demonstrated some good leadership 

skills. Sandra successfully transferred her very 

good Netball skills over to Basketball and Victoria and 

Sammy were both successful in scoring goals. Their 

achievements were enjoyed and celebrated by the 

whole team. 
 

A big thank you to Jalen, Sam and Liam; three        

Oakbank boys who gave up their time to assist with 

scoring, timing, special coaching comments, running 

the warm ups and also assisting with the training      

sessions before the day. 
 

Shane Wissell 
Badminton Manager 
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