
 

We would like to welcome all our new    

Reception students who have              

commenced their schooling with  

us this week. 

 

Aren’t they just gorgeous! 

DIARY DATES 
 

Fri 4/5         Year 12 Formal 

 

Tue 8/5        Operation  

to 15/5       Flinders starts 

 
 

Mon 14/5     School Council               

        Meeting 

 

Tue 15/5       NAPLAN  

to 18/5         Years 3,5,7 & 9 
 

 

Mon 28/5     Reconciliation  

to 1/6            Week 

 

Mon 11/6    PUBLIC  

       HOLIDAY 

       Queen’s B/day 

 

Mon 18/6    6.30pm  School 

       Council Mtg 

 

 
 

Fri 29/6        STUDENT FREE 

       DAY 
 

Fri 6/7          End of Term 2 

       2.15 Dismissal 
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11 Feb     6.30pm  School         

   Council Meeting 

 

12 Feb     Student ID Photos -

   Rec to Yr 12. 

 

14 Feb     Rec Yr 9             

   Acquaintance  

   Night 
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  General Meeting 

   7.30pm School         
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4 Mar       Reception to Yr 6 
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    Public Holiday 
 

22 Mar     Sports Day 
 

 

25 Mar    Year 10 Work 

- 29 Mar  Experience 
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Welcome to 2019 
The school year has, as always, started with a flurry of 

activity. Students have been introduced to their new 

classes and teachers, the Year 8’s have gone off to 

camp and the Year 11’s and 12’s have completed 

workshops in Study Skills.  

 

Classroom Renovations 

In Term 4 last year the School Council approved the 

renovation of the Whimpress classrooms and the        

relocation of the Middle School to those rooms. This 

provides the Middle School students with more settled 

accommodation where they don’t need to move    

every lesson and creates a level of ownership and con-

tinuity that these student need. 

 

There was a significant amount of demolition of 1950’s 

blackboard housings and cabinetry to clean the rooms.  

 

We will still be moving students around painters next 

week and waiting on new furniture but the rooms are 

coming together well. Kristen Bence has provided some 

photos indicating the “look” that we are anticipating 

for the Middle School. 

 

HT890 Bus Change 

The departure time for the 890 Southlink bus to          

Littlehampton, Mt Barker and Nairne has recently been 

changed for Wednesday afternoon. It will now leave at 

2.35pm in line with our early dismissal time. 

 

I would to acknowledge and publically thank Mr Dan    

Cregan, the Member for Kavel who petitioned the 

State Government and Southlink to make this change 

on behalf of our students.  

 

New Staff 

We have had a number of staff re-appointed to the 

school after farewelling them last year. They include 

Mikayla Nicholson, Sam Nicholson, Krista Playford and 

Clarissa Whiting.  

 

Joe Mabarrack and Tracey Ward have returned after 

leave in 2018 while Bev Bonython is taking Term 1 as 

Long Service Leave. 

 

The new staff are: 

 Jasmin Ferarro - Year 2/3 

 Megan Forder – Leader Pathways and Community 

Engagement 

 Malinda Frazer - Year 4/5  

 Camden Rowberry – Year 7 HASS and English 

 Amy Waters - Japanese 

 

I’m sure that everyone will make these staff members 

feel welcome.  

 

As with all staff, please don’t hesitate to contact them if 

you have concerns about your child. 
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2018 Year 12 Results 

2018 was again a very successful year for our Year 12  

cohort  with 100% achieving their South Australian        

Certificate of Education.  

 

Congratulations to Samantha Smith-Kemp who is the 2018 

Dux of Oakbank Area School with an ATAR of 85.65.  

 

Samantha tenaciously pursued the best results she could 

achieve by submitting multiple drafts, checking work 

against the success criteria and taking advice from 

teachers. 

 

Congratulations also to Ani Baker who attempted two 

Year 12 subjects while being in Year 11. She achieved two 

A’s with one being a Merit (Chemistry).  

 

School Council 

The School Council Annual General Meeting will take 

place on the 4th of March at 7:00pm in the Library. 

 

Please consider  attending and showing your support for 

those who give their time to ensure the school has        

appropriate governance. 

 

 

Outside School Hours Care 

Oakbank will be re-starting its OSHC service this Term. 

 

We are waiting on the appointment of a Director and the 

final approval sign-off.  

 

I am hoping that the service will be up and running by the 

start of Week 6 (Monday 4 March) 

 

 

 

Bruce Oerman  
Principal 
 
 

Canteen News 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Oakbank Area School’s Canteen Manager, Marlies is 

again looking for Parent or Community Volunteers to help 

her in the Canteen this year. 

If you are able to offer your time once a week, once a 

month or even once a term, please contact Marlies on      

8398 7217 as she would love to speak to you. 

 

PRINCIPAL’S   REPORT   PRINCIPAL’S   REPORT     
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Positive Education is a whole school initiative at       

Oakbank Area School where it is explicitly and implicitly 

taught across the school to all year levels appropriate 

to age. 
 

Positive Education provides students with strategies to 

better cope with life’s stressors, build resilience and gain 

an understanding of the importance of working        

towards good mental health for themselves.  
 

Mental Health is “a state of well-being in which the    

individual realises his or her own abilities, can cope with 

the normal stresses of life, can work productively and 

fruitfully, and is able to make contribution to his or her 

community” (World Health Organisation 2011). 
 

This not only involves brain development, activity, 

thoughts, feelings and accomplishments but also 

strongly correlates with nutrition, physical activity and 

sleep. 
 

Educators at Oakbank Area School are working hard to 

get 2019 off to a good start for all students. This involves 

open communication, focusing on student strengths 

and building healthy relationships. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact home group and 

classroom teachers via email/phone as we are only too 

happy to talk with you regarding your children, issues, 

important information or operation information about 

specific courses. 

 

Wishing you all an Awesome 2019 for you and your  

children. 

 

Keysha Errington 
Positive Education Manager/ 
Art, Design & Psychology Teacher 
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Agriculture Club Meeting 
Students in years 5 to 13 who have an interest in joining 

the OAS Agriculture Club this year, are invited to attend 

the first Ag Club meeting for 2019 on Wednesday, 6 

February (week 2) in the Ag Room at 1 pm.  

 

Ms Greenfield, Miss Rogers and John Higginson hope to 

see lots of students there. :) 

 

 
Meat Birds 
The Year 11 Agriculture class 

are raising broiler chickens 

this term.  

 

If you are interested in purchasing a fresh roasting 

chicken in time for Easter, please let Ms Greenfield 

know on Kerensa.greenfield96@schools.sa.edu.au.  

 

The chickens will be raised by OAS students and         

processed at Kapowie Poultry on Tuesday 26 March. 

 

Price will be $7.50 /kg dressed weight, with birds        

expected to dress out at approximately 1.5 - 2 kg. 

 

Kerensa Greenfield 

Agriculture Coordinator 

 
 

Congratulations to OAS students 
representing SA in Softball. 
Oakbank Area School students Tallis Richardson, Oliver 

Askew & Tom Megson recently represented SA at the 

2019 U17 Boys National Softball Championship held    

between January 5 and 11, 2019. 
 

Well done boys.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Payment of M & S Fees 
Students were handed the 2019 Materials and Services 

Invoices during homegroup or class, to take home to 

their parents/caregivers earlier this week. 
 

If payment of these fees is currently a problem, we     

encourage you to call into the Front Office and speak to 

us about setting up a payment by instalment plan which 

assists you to pay off your school fees over a particular 

period of time. 
 

Importantly, setting up a payment by instalment plan  

avoids us having to engage the DfE Debt Collection 

Agency to recover outstanding invoices at the end of 

the year - and avoids you incurring additional and   

sometimes hefty costs on top of these Materials and    

Services fees. 
 
Bron Hall 
Business Manager 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS  
This year students will notice that the  Middle School has 

moved.   
 

We now occupy the top floor of the Whimpress building 

above the front office.   
 

Major renovation and upgrading work has begun in this 

area and will hopefully be completed by the end of 

Week 3 this term.   
 

Upgrading our classrooms and technology will provide 

a contemporary learning space, and give student   

ownership and choice within their learning                   

environment.   
 

COMMUNICATION & CONTACTS 
Email, phone calls and SMS are the main forms of     

communication here at OAS.  If a student is absent from 

school or has an appointment during school hours, a 

note, SMS or email to the Home Group teacher or front 

office is mandatory due to legal requirements around 

attendance, and would be appreciated before the 

day of the appointment or absence where possible.  

 

The Home Group teachers are an important support 

person for your child.  The Home Group teachers for the 

Middle School this year are: 

 Year 9 A – Keysha Errington and Paul Brokensha 

 Year 9 B – Clarissa Whiting and Joe Mabarrack 

 Year 8 A – Kerensa Greenfield and Peter Cottle 

 Year 8 B – Brenton Hoskin and Samantha Nicholson 

 Year 7 – Amy Waters and Camden Rowberry 

 

Please don’t hesitate to keep in contact with your 

child’s Home Group teacher on a regular basis to keep 

up to date with their learning progress.   
 

STUDENT LEARNING 
All middle school teachers are required to call home if 

they need to discuss your child’s learning progress on 

an individual basis.  Part of my responsibility is to get to 

know your child and their individual learning needs.  

Our One Plan system and SMARTAR Goal Setting for all 

Middle School students provides your child with the  

support they need to work towards their learning      

success no matter what level they are at.  It also       

provides opportunity for their teachers to individually 

contribute to their success.  Please contact me if you 

would like to organise a One Plan meeting for your 

child. 
 

Homework is an expectation in the Middle School.  You 

may support your child by assisting with homework 

where possible and ensuring that it is seen as an        

important part of learning.  Good homework habits are 

essential if students are to be successful in their senior 

years.  If your child is not completing homework on a 

regular basis please contact their classroom teacher in 

the first instance to discuss this issue and its resolution. 
 

STUDENT LED DISCUSSIONS 
In the Middle School twice a year we hold Student-Led 

Discussions, where your child is in charge and will 

demonstrate evidence of their learning with you and 

their Home Group teacher.  These will be held in Terms 1 

and 3.  Progress reports will also be issued at the end of 

Terms 1 and 3 and end of semester reports in Term 2 

and 4.  However, should you have any concerns about 

your child’s progress please contact the classroom 

teacher anytime to arrange an appointment. 

UNIFORM 

Students are expected to wear school uniform, in Navy 

and White ONLY, as determined by the School Council 

Uniform Committee.  Most uniform items can be          

purchased at Worklocker in Mount Barker at the        

Homemaker Centre.  See the school website for further 

details.  Students are also required to wear appropriate 

closed-toe shoes, especially in practical subjects, to 

comply with Work Health & Safety legislation.   
 

It is a requirement that your child wears school uniform. 

You will be contacted by home group teachers if your 

child is out of uniform.  Please   provide a note of        

explanation to the Home Group teacher where required.   

 

TECHNOLOGY 
At Oakbank Area School we have a Bring Your Own    

Device (BYOD) policy for laptops and tablets for student 

learning.  Now your student has a locker allocated to 

them they have a safe place to store their ICT          

equipment during break times.  We encourage all      

students to bring their device to school to support their 

classroom learning. 

 

Mobile Phone devices are brought to school at the     

students’ own risk.  The school is not responsible for any 

damage or loss of such property.  It is a requirement that 

mobile phones are not used during class time and are 

left in student lockers for safety.  If you need to contact 

your child during the day please call the front office and 

not student mobile phones. 

 

STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 
The school has a Student Behaviour Management Policy 

and Anti-Bullying and Harassment Policy that include 

school and classroom expectations, which all students 

are made aware of on a regular basis.  This policy is also 

available on our school website.  Please make an       

appointment to discuss all issues with the classroom or 

home group teacher in the first instance, unless serious or 

ongoing. 

 

I am really looking forward to another fun, challenging 

and enjoyable year here at OAS! 

 

Kristen Bence 
Middle School Coordinator  
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