
Our recent visitors from Zambia were thrilled with 

their OAS beanies that helped keep them warm! 
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Welcome to Term 2 

At the End-of-Term Assembly on the last day of Term 1, I 

listed off for the students some of the activities that had 

been offered and undertaken by students throughout 

the term.  
 

The activities ranged from visiting Sheep Studs to      

select and purchase sheep through to participation in 

Sports Day to a camp for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 

and attendance at live Fringe performances to write       

reviews.  
 

School education is still about literacy and numeracy 

but students have always needed real-world             

experiences to ensure they are inspired to do their best 

work.  
 

Oakbank teachers are coming up with inspirational 

ways to ensure students are engaged in their learning. 

If your child goes on excursion there will always be   

associated assignments to complete. Ask them about 

the excursion and follow up by showing interest in their 

assignments. This is one way you can validate and get 

involved in their school work.  
 

It was a busy Term 1 and this Term is shaping up to be 

just as exciting. Yesterday, we had two visitors from 

Zambia who spoke to the students about their            

experience of living in Africa. The Oakbank students 

were enthralled.  
 

Other events that are planned for this Term include   

Operation Flinders, our first NAPLAN Online, the Year 12 

Formal, a Careers Expo, Reconciliation Week activities 

and camps for our SRC and Duke of Edinburgh.  
 

Look out for more details in coming newsletters. 
 

Room Upgrades 

The new furniture for our upgraded classrooms in the 

Whimpress building arrived yesterday. It will take some 

time for them to be completely assembled and        

distributed but they look great. I’m sure the students will              

appreciate the vibrant colours and the opportunity to 

retire furniture that their parents may have used! 
 

Our Café next to the Food and Hospitality Kitchen is 

also completed and we will use it for the first time this 

week to run Breakfast Club. We are using some         

temporary tables and chairs but the area already looks 

stunning with the stainless steel benching, new          

cupboards, new flooring and fresh paint. 
 

NAPLAN Online 

This term in weeks 3 and 4, we have NAPLAN testing for 

years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students.  
 

As this has predominantly moved to online testing now, 

schools are given a 9-day window to complete the 

tests.  
 

Parents will have received general information about 

NAPLAN recently from Tracey Ward. Please read the 

contents carefully and contact the school if you have 

any concerns or questions.  
 

Tracey Ward is the contact in the Primary School and 

Kristen Bence the contact for Middle School parents. 
 

An information flier for parents regarding NAPLAN has 

been emailed to parents, along with this newsletter. 
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Operation Flinders 

A number of our students will be heading off to the      

Flinders Ranges next week with Mr Camden Rowberry to 

undertake six days of challenge with Operation Flinders.  
 

They will be sleeping on the ground in cover that they 

need to make, cooking on open fires and walking the 

rugged creeks and mountains carrying everything that 

they use.  
 

Thank you to the Volunteers that will be giving up their 

time so that our students are able to participate in this 

worthwhile event. 
 

Good luck to everyone going, I know from past             

participants that it is a life-changing experience. 

 

Year 12 Formal 

The Year 12 students (and a few staff) are looking forward 

to the upcoming Formal at the Adelaide Hills Convention 

Centre at Hahndorf on Friday 17 May. 
 

It is the first time in a number of years that we are not    

sharing this event with Birdwood High School and Swan 

Reach Area School.  
 

This is a great celebration for the students and a rare    

opportunity for parents to see how impressive their       

children look when they dress to impress.  
 

I’m looking forward to seeing the students in a more     

relaxed atmosphere and more formal attire.  
 

Good luck to everyone attending.  
 

Bruce Oerman 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 20 May to Friday 24 May 2019 (Week 4, Term 2) is 

National Volunteer Week and we would like to call upon 

parents, grandparent and caring adults to assist the 

teachers and staff with day-to-day activities and a school 

working bee. This with conclude with a celebration of all 

your efforts.  

Education is at its best when parents, teachers, and     

students are all partners in learning and we would once 

again like to celebrate and recognise our volunteers.  

If you would like to be involved in National Volunteer Week 

Activities please contact Megan Forder at                          

megan.knight988@schools.sa.edu.au or on 8398 7200.  

Megan Forder 
Student Wellbeing & Community  

Engagement Coordinator 

 

PRINCIPAL’S   REPORT    



What Anzac Day means to Australian’s today - by Ila Tonkin 

On the morning of the 25 of April 1915 the Anzacs landed at Gallipoli and fought against the Turkish defenders. Their 

plan was to knock the Turkish out of the war as quickly as they could, but it dragged out for 8 months. Over 8,000 

Australian soldiers were killed. The 25 of April soon become the day of which Australians remember those who     sac-

rificed their life to fight for us. By having a minute silence. The Australian and New Zealand actions during World War 

1 made us all proud. Personally Anzac day is so important and special to me because so many families and even 

people I know lost friends, husbands, sons, fathers and grandparents. By remembering them they make us feel so 

proud and grateful for what they have done for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

What Anzac Day means to Australian’s today - by Lucey Pfeiffer 

In the memory of Australians and New Zealand’s, the day the ANZAC landing in Gallipoli 25 April 1915. 

On the 25 April it’s the time of year to remember our soldiers that died for our country. In World War 1 

they fought against the Turkish from 1914-1916.  During that time a lot of our soldiers died during the war 

or  after from their wounds. ANZAC Day isn’t just about the soldiers that have died it’s the connection we 

had with them. A lot of the soldiers who fought in the War where our family or special friends. Some peo-

ple take ANZAC Day to heart and actually remember what happened on the 25 April 1915.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What ANZAC Day means to Australian’s today  - by Sarah Mason 

In memory of the ANZACS that fought in World War 1, the 25 of April which is labelled ANZAC day the last 

post is played at 10:00am. ANZAC means Australia and New Zealand army corps. World War 1 has      

always been closely tied to Gallipoli. ANZAC day is a day of remembrance across Australia and New 

Zealand this is mainly for the Gallipoli ANZAC day marks the first day of major military combat. ANZAC 

Day to me means when the Australians and New Zealand’s first landed and started there fort in the war 

of all times. I think that we have the day off because our grandparent’s and great grandparent’s would 

have fought in the war so we need to remember them and what they did for our country and freedom.   

 

 

            

 

 

 

ANZAC DAY 
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Year 12 Formal 

This year’s student group have decided to not combine 

their Year 12 formal with other local schools and have 

decided to organise their own event at a local venue.  
 

It will be held on Friday 17 May (Term 2 Week 3) at the 

Adelaide Hills Convention Centre, Mount Barker Road 

Hahndorf from 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start until10.00pm. 
 

Year 12 students do not have an automatic right to 

attend the Senior Formal. Students who have had poor 

unexplained attendance, poor work effort and/or           

unsatisfactory behaviour will not be invited to attend 

the event. 
 

In situations where Year 12 students would like to share 

this event with a friend who does not attend OAS, we 

have requested that a consent form is completed and 

returned to Kirsty Rogers at Oakbank Area School along 

with ticket payment.  
 

Information: 
 

 ALL Formal tickets are $90 per head and must be 

paid for at the School’s Finance Office. 

 Tickets include entry to formal, a meal and soft 

drinks. 

 Formal tickets are still being designed and will be 

distributed to students early Term 2. 

 ALL $50 deposits for formal tickets should have 

been paid. 

 The remaining $40 must be paid by Friday 10 May - 

Week 2 Term 2 . 

 FORMAL tickets must be produced on entry to the 

Adelaide Hills Convention Centre entrance. 

 DRESS CODE: Formal (no jeans, sneakers, t-shirts, 

tank tops or thongs).  

 INVITED GUESTS must be between 16 to 21 years of 

age and are the responsibility of the Year 12      

student who invited them whilst at the event. 

 ALL INVITED GUESTS who do not CURRENTLY attend 

Oakbank Area School must make contact with the 

organising teacher prior to attending the Formal.  

No prior contact will mean: no admission. 

 A condition of entry is that all invited guests follow 

the directions of event staff and teachers. 

 The event is a LOCK-IN which means that all       

students and their invited guests MUST remain at 

the event until 10.00pm. Students who bring a    

partner MUST accept full responsibility for their    

actions. 

 Any attendee under the influence of alcohol will 

not be admitted. 

 NO FOOD or DRINK can be consumed on the hotel 

balcony. 
 

Miss Bence who moonlights as a professional             

photographer will be taking photos on the night and 

will make all images available to students free of cost. 

Students are then free to print out any they want. 
 

Please support your child to attend to help celebrate 

their last year at Oakbank Area School. 

 

Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 
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OSHC - NOW OPEN 

OAS OSHC is now open and looking forward to serving 

the school community. You will find us at the front of the 

Hall. 
 

I’m Valerie Driver, the Director/Coordinator of OAS OSHC. 

Most people know me as Rhee. 
 

I’m excited to be a part of the Oakbank Area School      

community, and look forward to sharing my skills and    

experience with the children and the school community.  
 

I have previously worked in OSHC positions at other hills 

schools and I have taught in South Australia, Northern Ter-

ritory and Victoria from Preschool or Kindergarten to Year 

12. I have 2 adult children who both live interstate, (one of 

them was married during the holidays). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to meeting you and your children, and   

getting to know them and you.  

 

I will be talking to the children about what they want in 

their OSHC, and hope that you, as parents and carers will 

feel comfortable to talk to me about your needs for the 

service too.  
 

I will be available most weekdays from about 2pm, so 

please feel free to come in and introduce yourself.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the 

families that have so kindly donated things to our OSHC. 

We are very grateful for your generosity. 
 

If you would like to check out our new facility and discuss 

your child/ren’s needs you can drop in or ring OSHC.  

 

Phone OSHC: 8389 4783 or 0436 313 948 

School Office: 8398 7200 

Email:  dl.0762.oshc@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Rhee Driver 

OSHC Director 
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Ag News 

On Monday 8 April during civics interested students 

ventured to the shearing shed to have a go at       

crutching the pregnant sheep.  

Crutching is removing the wool from around the       

bottom to keep the sheep clean and make it easier for 

the lambs to find the udders.  

Thank you to all students involved especially Sophie 

Humphrys, Sarah Mason, Rebekah Osborne and Nick 

Leech who continued to help well into lunch time - you 

all did a fantastic job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Rogers 
Ag Teacher 
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International Students 

We are looking for families to open up their home to    

welcome our Ikeda students from Japan. 

 

Our visitors will be  arriving on July 28 and leaving on 11 

August.   

 

With our homestay program both families and exchange 

students receive an experience like no other and it is an    

exciting way to immerse your family in another culture.  

 

You also receive reimbursement for hosting a student in 

your home, and showing them some sites of South         

Australia.  

 

If you or someone you know may be interested in hosting 

an exchange student please don’t hesitate to contact us, 

you don’t need to be a parent at the school! We can also 

get you in touch with our current homestay families if 

you’d like to have a direct insight from the source. 

 

Japanese Buddies 

We are also looking for enthusiastic students to act as 

buddies.   

 

Buddies will have the opportunity to guide the Ikeda    

students in multiple excursions during the week to show 

them what the Adelaide Hills has to offer.  

 

If you or someone you know fits this role, please see     

Mikayla before Friday 31 May or 8398 7208 or email:         

Mikayla.Nicholson750@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

Mikayla Nicholson 
International Program Manager 

 

 

 

New Student Absence  
Email Address & Mobile Number 

 

Parents/Caregivers are reminded that you are required to 

notify the school if your child/children will be absent from 

school for any reason. 

 

You are now able to notify the school via either of the 

following methods: 

1. Email the school :  

dl.0762.absences@schools.sa.edu.au  

2. Telephone the Front Office on 8398 7200 or 

3. Send an SMS message to the following mobile      

number 0428 989 352. 

 

Please advise your child’s name, reason for their absence 

and the date/s of the absence/s in your message. 

 

We wish to also remind parents/caregivers that the school 

requires notes / phone calls from parents regarding any 

student leaving / signing in & out from the school during 

the day. 

 

Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 



SANTOS Athletics Day 
On Thursday April 4, Oakbank Area School took a team 

of 28 Secondary Student Athletics participants and 5 

helpers to the South Australian Athletics Stadium at Mile 

End to compete against other schools from across the 

state. 

 

On the day our team came 3rd overall in our division. 

 

Students who gained a top 3 placing in events are 

listed below: 

 

FIRST PLACE: 
Sophie Yeates:   Open Girls Discus, 200m, 100m, 

   Long Jump, Triple Jump 

Tiarn Wegener:  Open Girls High Jump 

Kaia Smith:  Under 14 Girls Discus,  

   200m, Under 15 Girls High  

   Jump 

Oscar Smith:  Under 15 Boys 1500m 

Jesse Maczkowiack: Under 14 Boys 400m 

Melanie Celina:  Open Girls 400m 

 
SECOND PLACE: 
Acacia Mahlo:  Under 15 Girls Long Jump 

Elijah Bruce:  Under 15 Boys Discus, Long 

   Jump, Discus 

Mitchell Kohlhagen: Open Boys 200m 

Brandon Le Ray:  Under 16 Boys 200m,  

   Shotput, Under 15 Boys  

   Shotput, 200m 

Oscar Smith:  Under 15 Boys 100m, 800m 

Takeru Kai:  Open Boys Long Jump 

Nash Tonkin:  Open Boys Javelin 

Kaia Smith:  Under 14 Girls 400m, Under 16 

   Girls Discus 

Tyler Bath:  Under 15 Boys Javelin 

Under 16 Girls Relay 

Under 16 Boys Relay 

Open Girls Relay 

Open Boys Relay 

 

THIRD PLACE: 
Kaia Smith:  Under 14 Girls High Jump,  

   Shotput 

Oscar Smith:  Under 15 Boys High Jump, 

   400m 

Kyle Mansell:  Under 14 Boys Javelin 

Louise Umali:  Under 15 Girls Javelin 

Victoria Collins:  Under 16 Girls Shotput, Long 

   Jump 

Bek Osborne:  Under 15 Girls 100m 

Acacia Mahlo:  Under 14 Girls Long Jump 

Tallis Richardson: Under 16 Boys High Jump 

Sharni Baayens:  Under 16 Girls Javelin 

Mitchell Kohlhagen: Open Boys 100m 

May Mansfield:  Under 15 Girls 400m 

Dylan Walker:  Under 14 Boys Long Jump 

Skye Collins:  Under 14 Girls Triple Jump 

Chrystal Smith:  Under 15 Girls Discus 

Tommaso Balacco: Under 14 Boys Shotput 

Under 14 Girls Relay 

Under 14 Boys Relay 

Under 15 Girls Relay 

Under 15 Boys Relay 
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These results show 25 of our students achieving a top 

3 placing in either an individual event or a relay.  

 

Out of 28 competitors that is an amazing 89% of our     

students experiencing a placing in the top 3. That is 

a huge effort and something which our school            

community can be extremely proud of. 

 

A big thankyou should go to the following people: 

Mr Higginson and Mrs Ceravolo who stayed with 

the students in the grandstand ensuring that they not only 

behaved appropriately but that they also knew where to 

go for their events and were on time getting there. 

 

Jan Mattingly who not only drove the big bus to the      

stadium but also did one of our required duties on the day 

and did a sterling job too, that being Javelin out in the 

middle in the hot sun. 

 

Parent Mrs Yeates who came down on the bus to cheer 

on her daughter Sophie and also volunteered to take 

many photos of our students competing in their events.  

 

Student helpers Abby McGinley, Mackenzie                 

Hocking, Charlotte Heffernan, Bella Riley and Kaitlyn    

Hennig who assisted Jan Mattingly with the Javelin duty 

and Mr Wiss with the Shotput duty. They did a great job in 

trying conditions and were a huge help in being able to 

run those events successfully. 

 

Parent supporters who travelled down from the hills to 

support their students. Their support was much                

appreciated by all concerned. 

 

Those students who came down represented the school 

with pride and their behaviour and performances         

reflected positively on both themselves and the school.  

 

Congratulations and well done to all concerned. 

 

 

 

Shane Wissell 
Athletics  
Manager 



Year 10 Visit to the 
University of Adelaide 
 

On Wednesday the 3rd of April, the year 10 students, 

along with their PLP teachers, Mrs Megan Forder and Mr 

Wayne Mardell went on a tour of the University of     

Adelaide. 

We were greeted by our tour guides, Ari and Claire, at 

the front of the picturesque Mitchell Building on North 

Terrace. 

From there, we saw glimpses of real-life lectures,       

tutorials and lab sessions in action as we weaved in 

and out of the various areas of the university, including 

the Arts building, Physics building, Dental School, the 

Barr Smith Library and the Central Hub. 

As we stopped for a quick bite to eat, students were 

able to explore the grounds to get a bit more of a taste 

of what university life is like. 

We commend the students for their excellent behaviour 

during the tour and we hope it was a worthwhile       

experience for them, whether it helped to shape future 

decisions regarding university preferences, sparked   

interest for students who possibly hadn’t intended on 

following a university pathway or simply gave them a 

sense of what higher education and university life can 

be like. 

We thank Ari and Claire, our tour guides, and a big 

thank you must also go to Mrs Forder for organising the 

excursion. 

 
Wayne Mardell 
PLP Teacher 
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Street Smart High Excursion 

Senior School students who attended the road safety   

program Street Smart High Program had a very             

informative presentation from a wide variety of speakers 

on the day. Staff and students were emotionally moved 

by the range of experiences people bravely shared with 

them and will consider their driving and passenger       

behaviours to ensure safety is a priority.  

 

The photograph above shows Megan Forder one of our 

senior leaders and two of our Year 12 leaders Emmanuel 

Bruce and Ani baker representing the school at the 

event. 

 

Megan Forder 
Student Wellbeing & Community  
Engagement Coordinator 

Mitchell Building, North Terrace, Adelaide 

Year 10 group outside the Barr Smith Library 
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Sheep Expo  
Hello Ms Greenfield 

I had never been to a Sheep Expo before.  I thought I would spend a 
lot of time with my allocated sheep, but the first 2 days we attended 
lots of seminars all about the sheep from birth to death and to the 
butcher.  The best thing about the Expo was learning about        
handling and judging.  Thank you to the Poll Dorset Association for 
giving me the scholarship to attend.  My mum has had to hear me 
talking about the Sheep Expo for a whole week after the Expo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From  

Tom Megson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4/5 Science 
Last term, the Year 4/5 class learnt about Predators and 

Prey in Science. We had the chance to research an 

animal and the habitat it lives in. This allowed for       

accurate models of habitats to be designed by each 

student where the only limit was their imagination! 

 

Melissa Rogers 
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Cooking Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Teaching students the basics of cooking is a great way to 

broaden their knowledge of food and nutrition in a      

practical way. 
 

Eating patterns that begin in childhood affect health and 

wellbeing throughout life, so education is an important 

step towards starting children with a positive relationship 

with food. 
 

Culinary education also builds essential teamwork skills 

and has strong links across the curriculum through        

developing skills such as creativity and critical thinking. 
 

Mrs Ceravolo and Ms Greenfield are therefore very 

pleased to announce that we will be running a Cooking 

Club over the course of the year, to most age groups 

within the school. 
 

The cooking classes will run on Monday afternoons, from 

3.30pm until 5pm. At the end of each class, students will 

each bring home a plate of food to share with their      

family, a recipe and hopefully some newly learned skills. 

We are really lucky to have been sponsored by Ashton 

Valley Fresh, Ceravolo Orchards and Gumeracha      

Gourmet Meats; so students doing this extra-curricula  

activity will not have to pay for the class, as long as 

they’re happy to help promote our patrons. 
 

The first Cooking Club will be open to Years 10 to 12     

students, run on Mondays of Weeks 8 to 11 and is capped 

at the first 20 students who return their signed consent 

forms (available from the Front Office from Monday, 

Week 6). 

Ashlee Ceravalo & 
Kerensa Greenfield 
 
 

Second Hand Uniforms 
There is a small selection of good quality second hand 

uniform items available for sale: 

  

2 x Small size Polo shirts with OAS logo - $10 each 

2 x Small size Hooded Jackets with OAS Logo - $15 each 

1 x XXL size Polo Shirt with OAS logo - $15 

 

We also have a small selection of jumpers, hooded      

jackets, woollen jumpers, pants and polo shirts etc      

available too in assorted sizes for between $2 and $5 per 

item. 

 

Please call into the Finance Office if you are interested in 

having a look at any second hand uniform items. 

 

Nyleta Rogers 
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Year 11/12 PE 
Throughout term 1, Mr Wiss's Year 11/12 PE class        

participated in a unit on Lawn Bowls. This was their first 

practical sport topic towards their actual assessment 

and studies. 

Every Tuesday morning the students would walk down 

the road to the Oakbank Bowling club where they 

would be met by a group of club volunteers who were 

eager to teach the students the intricacies of Lawn 

Bowls. The students would utilise the clubs facilities as 

well as many years of knowledge and experience from 

the volunteers for over an hour in each session. 

The collaboration between the students and the      

volunteers was invaluable. Seeing people mix positively 

from varying eras was a delight. The students rapidly 

improved and developed both their skills and            

understanding of the sport due to the caring nature of 

the volunteers and their meaningful delivery. 

At the end of the course, on the last Tuesday in week 

11, we provided the club with a financial donation to 

show our appreciation for their time and expertise. It 

was a small token to highlight how much we value this 

network and relationship which has been built and 

strengthened over many years. It is held dearly by our 

school community and benefits our students in their 

education. 

 

 

 

Shane Wissell 

PE Teacher 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

Gratitude    

Gratitude is a little thing that goes a long way and       

everybody should have opportunities to share in its     

pleasure. 

How easy is it to tell someone that you are thankful or 

grateful for something that they have done. 

This simple act of kindness and appreciation not only 

gives you the ‘warm and fuzzies’ but it strengthens, builds 

upon and sustains  both intimate and professional         

relationships. 

Unfortunately this is not a hardwired behaviour and is 

something that we need to teach and model to our 

young people. 

We can’t assume that the people are born with manners, 

altruism, helping behaviours or empathy these are all    

behaviours that need to be learnt and put into practice.  

Parents/Caregivers and Teachers are all trusted adults 

which play a major role in the education and                

development of our young people, and it is up to us to 

continually model behaviours that are appropriately    

acceptable in society but also model behaviours which 

are attractive and caring.  

This allows our young people to be seen in the best light 

possible, playing a major role in them having meaningful 

connections and relationships in the future that are     

happy, loving and sustainable.  

This term the Positive Education Focus will be on: Positive 

Emotions, Positive Engagement and Positive Relationships. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my article. 

 

Keysha Errington 
Positive Education 

Manager 



VET Expo : Jobs in the Hills 
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INFORMATION  FOR  PARENTS  &  STUDENTS  

154 Onkaparinga Valley Road 

OAKBANK   SA   5243 

 

Phone:  8398 7200 

Fax:  8388 4718 

E:  dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

W:  www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au 

OAKBANK AREA 

SCHOOL 
 

www.facebook.com/oakbankas 

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASSES  
are now at OAS  

every Thursday  

during Term 2  

Time: 4.15pm 

Cost : $12 per class 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Phone OAS 8398 7244 to register.  

OAS BEANIES  
NOW AVAILABLE 

 

 

 
 

Only $12.00 each. 

Available from the 

Finance Office. 

http://www.facebook.com/oakbankas
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dunedinfamfit.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F08%2Fzumba.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dunedinfamfit.com%2Fcardio-fitness%2Fzumba-ditch-workout-join-party%2F&docid=yu1HsHNhfyyAEM&tbnid=p9ishO-

