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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
CAREERS EVENTS
Although it may seem early to think about 2020, the
process for Subject Selections, which includes Career
Counselling, will commence this Friday 26 July.
Parents of students in Years 9 to 12 need to be aware of
the opportunities to attend information sessions, career
expos and individual counselling sessions. Please check
with your child if you haven’t seen a letter from the
school, as they have recently been distributed.
Oakbank is hosting the Vocational Education and
Training Expo in the gymnasium on Friday 26 July. All
Year 9 and 10 students will have the opportunity to
attend. Exhibits will showcase the vocational training
courses offered in our region by secondary schools.
Additionally, there are training organisations and
universities providing displays and information. Parents
are invited to attend between 9:30am and 1:00pm.
I’d also recommend students in Years 10 to 12 attend
the 2019 Adelaide Hills Careers Expo which will be
hosted by Cornerstone College on Tuesday 30 July,
6pm to 8pm.
There will be over 65 exhibitors including universities,
training organisations, local and national employers,
gap year options and apprenticeship and traineeship
organisations. In addition, information sessions about
SATAC applications will be provided throughout the
evening. This event will provide our region’s students
and wider community with an excellent opportunity to
explore career and study options.

IKEDA
This coming Sunday we are welcoming a group of
students from Ikeda for their annual study tour. The
contingent being hosted by Oakbank has grown over
recent years and we have 21 Japanese students and
one teacher visiting this year.
Megan Forder has developed an exciting itinerary that
incorporates English lessons, cultural excursions, shared
meals and shared lessons with Oakbank students. I
know there will be many friendships formed between
the visitors, their hosts and the buddies that have
volunteered to link with them during their stay.

Compliance with the uniform can also provide an area of
conflict with teachers that impacts on positive studentteacher relationships. Please ensure your child has
enough articles of clothing to be in uniform every day
and that they can be comfortable regardless of the
weather. We have some clothing available for loan if
students attend without the correct uniform.

STUDENT LED DISCUSSIONS
IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL
I had the opportunity to meet a number of the Primary
School parents at the Student Led Discussions held after
the Dancify display last term.
Both of these events highlighted the outstanding
achievement of the students across a range of activities
both in groups and individually. Every parent I spoke to
appreciated the opportunity to listen to their child’s
perspective and celebrate their success.
Thank you to Nikki Kearton for her organisation of the
Discussions. I look forward to providing similar
opportunities for parents in future.

MERIT
AWARD
FOR
RESEARCH
PROJECT
A huge
congratulations
to Year 12
student
Ani Baker who
was awarded an
A+ Merit Award
for her Research
Project!

Please make our guests welcome.

PHONES, UNIFORM & BAGS
The implementation of lockers for all students has been
a resounding success as the removal of phones and
bags from the classroom has allowed students to be
more focussed on their studies.
There are some students (usually in the senior years)
who seem to struggle with their need to have the
phone with them at all times.
There has been significant media discussion about the
use of mobile phones in schools and it is interesting to
note that the issue transcends all schooling sectors and
States. Victoria will be banning mobile phones from
schools in 2020.
If teachers contact you about your child’s use of a
phone at school, please discuss with your child, the
impact this is having on their learning and look for
solutions to ensure they are not distracted.

Ani researched how does Sigmund Freud’s early 20thcentury psychoanalytic dream theory compare to our
modern
understanding
of
the
purpose
of dreams following discoveries in neuroscience over
the past decade?
Ani’s research was thorough and detailed and she
presented her outcome as a article in a scientific journal
with impeccable presentation.
Well done Ani, this will contribute to your ATAR supporting
you to follow your career aspirations to attend university
Caption describing picture or graphic.
and study in the field of your choice.

Bruce Oerman
Principal

VET & PATHWAYS DAY
All year 9 and 10 students will be invited to attend the
2019 VET and Pathways Day held at Oakbank Area
School.

POSITIVE PARENTING
WORKSHOPS



From 9:30am Oakbank Year 9 and 10 students will be
involved.



Thursday 1 August
Thursday 8 August
Thursday 15 August

Initially they will listen to a short SACE and VET
presentation in the Hall by Neville Campbell, our local
Career Pathways Manager.
This will then be followed by interaction at a range of
stations re VET courses, Traineeships and Apprenticeships
and Uni pathways in the school gym.
Parents are welcome to attend.

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT
Student Pathways

Thursday 1 August : 6pm in the Library
Is your student in Year 10, 11 or 12 in 2020? Do you want
to understand more about senior school, SACE, VET and
pathways to help support your child in future career
planning?
Come along to OAS Parent Pathways Information session
next week prior to your child's individual Pathways
Counselling Appointment to help you support your child
to make good decisions about what subjects to choose
and whether a VET course is suitable for their chosen
career path.

Kirsty Rogers
Deputy Principal

Piano
Lessons
½ Hour Lessons available
during school hours.
For more information, please contact
Andrew Eckert on
0410 112 658.

DANCIFY PERFORMANCE
On Wednesday of Week 10, Term 2, the Primary students
participated in a dance performance and a Learning
Celebration.
After 10 weeks of practice with Izzy from Dancify, the
students learned a range of dances which they
presented to parents and family members. The students
engaged well in these sessions and demonstrated
excellent skills in their performance.
Students then welcomed their parents back to their
classrooms and shared areas in their learning that they
have enjoyed, where they have felt successful, and future
learning goals. It was excellent to see so many families
engaging in their child’s learning at school.
Some families also participated in a family activity
challenge while they were waiting, and we had some
very competitive families striving to win.
Congratulations to all students on their achievements.

Nikki Kearton
Primary Teacher

INTRODUCING PASTORAL CARE
WORKER:
Lauren Fleming

“MEANING” A Purposeful Existence
All over the radio and media we often hear about people
giving back to the community in a multitude of ways, but
mostly through educating people about real life issues
that are presenting themselves in our community, the
society, Australia or worldwide.
Recently we heard from Hayley, host of NOVA Radio
Station with her attempts to raise awareness and funds for
the homeless and a community understanding of what
the term ‘Code Blue’, from The Department of
Homelessness actually means (winter nights when the
temperature drops 32 degrees or below including
wind-chill between 4pm -8am).

Oakbank Area School would like to introduce Lauren
Fleming to our school community.
Here is a little bit about Lauren for your information:
“I have a background working in both disability and
education support.
My experience living in Northern Territory, Arnhem Land,
has shaped my love for other cultures as well as
adventure in the outback! I have a passion to journey
with people and support them to be the best they can
be.
Because no two of us are the same, my passion is that
students discover their unique ‘character’ and from
there, make meaningful connections within their
community.
I love story sharing, laughter and being a listening ear.
I also love cheese fondue and dream of going to
Europe one day!

Hayley set out to gain a small glimpse of what it must feel
like to live on the streets of Adelaide, expressing that she
has never been close to being homeless herself and she
felt very removed from what some unfortunate people
were experiencing. Hayley completed an isolated
sleepout on the 26 June with an aim to raise $10,000 for
the Hutt Street Centre and Vinnies SA, of which she is very
close to achieving.
All over the world there is always someone trying to help
others or trying to make a difference in the world in which
we live today.
Over this coming term, students will be involved in and will
be learning about the element of ‘Meaning’ (Martin
Seligman’s PERMA + Wellbeing framework). Meaning
helps students connect with people, places or the
environment on a much larger scale than perhaps ever
before, helping them to create a purposeful existence for
themselves. This act of community and kindness also acts
as a barrier to depression and leads to a happier
existence.
Over the past year’s students have been linked with local
nursing homes, we have accomplished a ride for the
wombats, collected blankets for the animal shelters, cans
of food for Foodbank, created an onsite buddy program,
raised money for school desks in Africa, collected shoes
for the homeless and the list goes on…….

I would love for you to say G’day and have a chat!”
LAUREN’S REGULAR DAYS AT SCHOOL ARE:
Monday and Wednesday or you are able to make an
appointment with Gail at the Front Office.
CONTACT DETAILS:
Phone: 08 8398 7200 (OAS Front Office)
Email: Lauren.Fleming882@schools.sa.edu.au

Bruce Oerman
Principal

This year, homegroups up to Year 11 will work towards the
notion of ‘Meaning’, finding ways to connect with
picture
community (school or Caption
wider)describing
or fundraise
fororagraphic.
special
cause. We encourage families to get onboard and
encourage their children to come up with some good
ideas and suggestions as to what their class may choose
to connect with.

Keysha Errington
Positive Education Manager

AGRICULTURE NEWS
Looking for
Donations of
Good Quality
Boots
Do you have any
good quality boots at
home that you or your child have grown out of
before they were worn out?
Would you like to see these boots at the Royal
Adelaide Show?
If the answer to these questions is yes, then do we have
a solution for you!
Some of our Agriculture Club students are in need of
boots to wear to their upcoming livestock competitions.
If you can donate pairs of boots to the school, we
would be very grateful.
Boots suitable for working with livestock are preferably
not steel-capped, though if you have those to donate,
they could be useful for our technology students.
Please send pairs of boots to the Front Office if you can
help.

Goats Available

Steer Team News
I just want to give credit to the Steer Team, comprised of
OAS and HCCS students, who came to school over 4 days
during the holidays, to work with their animals and
improve their handling skills.
It takes a lot of effort to get animals ready for the show
and like us, animals don't stop functioning just because it's
school holidays.
Two students also came with me to the Heifer Expo to
watch the judging and learn more skills to add to their
repertoire.
Well done to Jett Sinnott, Tahni Kerr, Dannielle Bellmann,
Nick Leech, Caitlin Farnham, Nick Farnham, Adrian
Farnham, Alicia Bond Wallner and Annabelle Finelli. This is
a fantastic work ethic. I'm so impressed.
Students from my goat team also came and put in a full
day's work clipping, trimming toe nails and health
checking the goats.
Well done to Jack and John Hughes, Rylee Clayfield, Alia
Windebank, Alexia Miller, Olivia Gould and their families
(especially those who bring coffee for the ag teacher
and younger sisters to help brush the goats). The younger
students showed true staying power, spending hours
helping the breeder get the job done. So stoked with you
all.
I'd also like to say well done to Anna Mansfield and Tom
Megson and his mum, who worked really hard with the
sheep for a whole morning each. They walked, practiced
tying up, cleaned out the shearing shed and then helped
me feed all the animals. They are all Superstars!

If anyone would like to buy a goat as a lawnmower or
meat, they will be available from the school or butcher
for $300 (plus kill fee if applicable) after the Royal Show.
Please contact Kerensa Greenfield to put your name
down or to make further enquiries.

Layer Hens Available
OAS will have layer hens available for sale again in
term 4. Please contact Kerensa to have your name put
on a list with the number of hens you’d like to purchase.
Price TBA, but will be very reasonable. Hens will be listed
on other sites and always sell out fast - so please
indicate your interest early to avoid disappointment.

Merina Wethers
Later in Term 3 we will have Merino wethers available as
meat or lawnmowers, price TBA. Please speak to
Melissa Rogers about putting your name down on a list
too.
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Kerensa Greenfield
Ag Teacher
Kerensa Greenfield
Ag Teacher

YEAR 9/10 SCIENCE &
ENGINEERING CHALLENGE
In the last week of Term 2, Oakbank Area School’s most
motivated and daring Year 9 & 10 students nominated
themselves to participate in the annual Science &
Engineering Challenge, hosted at Flinders University.

Special thanks must be noted to Olwyn Wilks and Glenys
Megson for generously giving up their days to transport
students and accompany us………we could not have
done it without them!
We can take up to 32 students in our team, so next year I
encourage YOU to make sure you don’t miss out!

The students divided into groups of 2-3, participating in
either a full day challenge, or 2 half-day experiences
competing against 7 other schools in each.
Our teams were:








Jordana & Taminka Wilks, Tom Megson
Ella Ward & Tacarsha Matthews
Oscar Smith, Elijah Bruce, & Rylee Clayfield
Michael Klitzke & Aaron Zulian
Oliver Law & Jonas Monsalud
William Nicholson & Jordan Dunstan-Fahey

The challenges test students’ co-operation, creativity,
and critical thinking. The ability to design, construct and
test their solutions within a limited time-frame, and
budget, offered them a sound insight into real world
problems engineers work on.

Just look at the photos to see how actively engaged
our students were. They carefully considered each of
the criteria, then applied themselves with great energy
and demonstrated excellent teamwork, seeking
clarification and advice from their expert facilitators
when needed.
Accessing the staff and facilities at Flinders allowed
students to consider and discuss career and further
study opportunities. I was really enthused by our
students’ responses and willingness to participate. I am
grateful to each of them for their enthusiasm, sense of
humour, and independence.
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Sarah Hill
Science Teacher

OSHC - NEWS

OPEN BOYS BASKETBALL
On Wednesday, June 26 a team of Oakbank
Basketballers ventured to Murray Bridge for a carnival.
The carnival was for Open Boys and was held at Unity
College utilising their Gym. Other schools in attendance
were Unity College and Murray Bridge High School.
Tintinara Area School were a late withdrawal.
When we arrived Murray Bridge were playing Unity. We
got to watch the last bit of this game which Murray
Bridge won by a massive amount. It was clear to see
that Murray Bridge were a very good Basketball team.

It’s hard to believe OAS OSHC has been operating for a
whole term! It’s been fun and we’re looking forward to
another fun term.
Here’s some photos of children enjoying activities in
OSHC.

At OSHC we are always happy to accept donations of:



Boxes and containers




Wool/thread
Beads/buttons/fabrics



Magazines/books

Old colouring in books/
calendars
Dolls, dolls clothes
Matchbox cars/ Lego /
toys/games
Dress up clothes

We have a great collection of DVD’s that have been
donated, however we do not have a DVD player. If you
have or know of one that is not being used we would be
very grateful to have it in OSHC.

We had to play Murray Bridge after this and knew from
watching the first game that we were going to be in for
a challenge. Unfortunately, we lost to Murray Bridge,
but at least we didn't lose by the type of margin in the
Unity game.
Our next game was against Unity and the boys went
into this game with some confidence. We gave Unity a
10 point start before we started to get into the game,
they were fresh and rested where as our boys were a
tad flat from the first game. For the rest of the game the
boys were playing catch up and catch up they did.
With 1 minute left in the game Oakbank got a goal
which put us 1 point in front. Unity then scored, putting
them up by 1 point. With approximately 40 seconds left
we had the ball and were attacking. We threw the ball
around waiting for the best opportunity and also to
wind the clock down. With about 15 seconds left we
had a shot at goal.........but it hit the rim and bounced
out. Unity took the rebound and did a fast break,
scoring and winning by 3pts. What a great game!
The boys can be especially proud of their
performances on the day. They never threw in the
towel against a strong Murray Bridge team and fought
back admirably against Unity to nearly steal the win.
Their sportsmanship and behaviour was a credit to
themselves and the school. The old saying of all played
well is well suited for this team, as there were no
passengers on the day, they all contributed and
played well.
A big thank you to Jan Mattingly for driving the bus and
to parent Andrew Sinnott for his support on the day.

If you didn’t make it for our Open Day, and would like to
check out our facility to discuss yours and your child/ren’s
needs, you can drop in before and after school or ring
OSHC to make a time. You will find us at the front of the
Hall.
For an OSHC information package please drop into
OSHC, or see Gail at the school office.
Our opening hours are:
BSC
6.45am-8.45am
ASC
3.15pm-6.30pm M,T,Th,F & 2.30pm-6.30pm W
Phone OSHC:
Email:

8388 4783 or 0436 313 948
or School Office: 8398 7200
dl.0762.oshc@schools.sa.edu.au

I’m looking forward to meeting and working with you and
your children.

Rhee Driver
OSHC Director

Shane Wissell
Basketball Manager

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASSES
In the OAS Hall
every Thursday
during Term 3
Time: 4.15pm - 5pm
Cost : $10 per class
EVERYONE WELCOME
Phone OAS 8398 7244 to register your interest.

OAS BEANIES
NOW AVAILABLE

Only $12.00 each.
Available from the
Finance Office.
154 Onkaparinga Valley Road
OAKBANK SA 5243

www.facebook.com/oakbankas

Phone: 8398 7200
Fax: 8388 4718
E: dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au
W: www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au

