
 

DIARY DATES 
 

Fri 4/5         Year 12 Formal 

 

Tue 8/5        Operation  

to 15/5       Flinders starts 

 
 

Mon 14/5     School Council               

        Meeting 

 

Tue 15/5       NAPLAN  

to 18/5         Years 3,5,7 & 9 
 

 

Mon 28/5     Reconciliation  

to 1/6            Week 

 

Mon 11/6    PUBLIC  

       HOLIDAY 

       Queen’s B/day 

 

Mon 18/6    6.30pm  School 

       Council Mtg 

 

 
 

Fri 29/6        STUDENT FREE 

       DAY 
 

Fri 6/7          End of Term 2 

       2.15 Dismissal 

Last Term for 2019! 

17 October 2019    Volume: 36 Folio: 10 

Mon 21/10 Kindy Transition 
 

Thur 24/10  Last day 

      Yr 12 Lessons 
 

Fri    25/10 Yr 12 Breakfast 
 

Mon 28/10 Kindy Transition 

      School Council 

      Meeting 6.30pm 
 

Tue   29/10 Oakbank                                                                  

Kindergarten Excursion 

Mon 4/11   Kindy Transition 
        
Mon 11/11  Remembrance/ 

       Grandparents 

       Day 
 

Thur 14/11  R-6 Assembly 9am 
 

Sat   16/11  Wellbeing Fair 
 

Mon 18/11  Kindy Transition 
        
Fri    21/11 Presentation Night 

Mon  25/11 Kindy Transition 

       Yr 7 Transition 
 

Tues  26/11 Yr 8 Transition 
 

Wed  27/11 Yr 8 Transition 
  

Thur   28/11 Principals Tour 
 

Thur   5/12  R-6 Big Day                              

                    Out Excursion 
 

Fri      6/12  R-6 Big Day                              

                    Out Excursion 
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WELLBEING 
In Term 1 most schools in the state undertake a Wellbeing 

and Engagement survey that provides a snapshot of          

students social and emotional wellbeing, engagement at 

school and experience outside of school. 

We use the information from the survey to address the     

concerns of students at a variety of levels. One of the      

outcomes of the survey is that we have been organising a         

Wellbeing Fair for Saturday, November 16 between 10:00am 

and 3:00pm. The Fair will allow our students to engage with 

community groups and see the services and opportunities 

that are available to young people in the  region. There will 

be a variety of sporting clubs, arts groups and health       

organisations represented as well as stalls selling food and 

crafts. Our students will also be running their mini-enterprises. 

I am sure it will be a huge success and another opportunity 

to engage the community. Please put the date in your    

diary. This is not a fundraising event but an opportunity to 

come together as a community.  
Another outcome of the survey is that we are now offering 

breakfast in the Café five days a week. Friday will continue 

to be pancakes organised by the Balhannah Uniting Church 

but there will be cereal, toast, fruit and drinks available  

Monday to Thursday. If you are running late and the kids 

miss breakfast then they can call into the Café from 8:15am. 
 

NAPLAN ACHIEVEMENT 
The results of NAPLAN testing were released late in Term 3 

and indicate that across the four year-levels involved there 

has been a continued trend towards better academic 

achievement in the five areas of testing; Numeracy,     

Reading, Writing, Spelling and Grammar. It is gratifying to 

see the sustained improvement over the past 3 years,       

particularly given that the test was online this year and the 

complexities that brought. Individual NAPLAN reports were 

sent home with students at the end of last term. If you have 

any concerns please contact Nikki Kearton or Kristen Bence 

to have these addressed. 
 

UNIFORM 
The standard of the uniform is a perennial issue that all 

schools deal with to varying degrees with their students, 

Oakbank is no different. It has been gratifying to see that 

most students have been wearing the uniform as it lifts    

community perceptions of our students and the school.  As 

we move into the warmer weather please ensure your child 

has the appropriate uniform for the hotter months. In         

particular Primary School Children need hats for playing in 

the yard in Term 4. 
 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
Recently, I have had a number of reports of cars driving too 

quickly in both the gym carpark and the driveway in front of 

the main building. I understand the pressure that parents 

feel in having to drop-off their children and get to other  

appointments, but I’m concerned that children do not    

concentrate on vehicles when they are farewelling or   

greeting their friends. One accident can have devastating 

results for all individuals concerned and can tear            

communities apart. Our signs indicate a maximum of          

10 km/h but I would suggest that even this is too fast in some       

circumstances. Please concentrate on keeping your speed 

at an appropriate level when around children. 

YEAR 12 
The next few weeks are an exciting but daunting time for 

our Year 12 students. Most are working feverishly on           

completing their final major assignments or studying for the 

upcoming exams. There were a number of workshops run 

by teachers in the holidays with good attendance from the 

students. It is obvious that students are anxious about their 

performance but looking forward to finishing their schooling 

and moving to university, training or work. Good luck to the 

Year 12’s in finalising their work. There are a number of 

events where we will be farewelling the students. Parents 

are invited to attend the final assembly next week in the hall 

at 12pm Thursday 24th of October and Presentation night at 

6:30pm on Thursday 21 November. 

Last Day for Year 12’s 

Thursday the 24 October (Week 2) is the last day of      

scheduled lessons for Year 12 students. After this each      

student must negotiate with their subject teachers when 

their official last lesson is – this will be different for each     

student depending on completed tasks, due dates and 

exam preparation.  

Year 12 Farewell Breakfast 

The Balhannah Uniting Church is holding a Farewell             

Breakfast for all our Year 12 students and staff at Balhannah 

Football Club on Friday the 25 October starting at 7:30am. 

All year 12 students and staff are invited to attend. 
 

Bruce Oerman 

Principal 
 
 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR 

2020 
Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 for 2020 have been invited, 

encouraged and supported to apply for Vocational       

Education and Training (VET) Programs that suit their career 

pathways. There are still places in some courses so if your 

child hasn’t returned their forms please encourage         

them to do so asap.  

 

TIMETABLE AND SUBJECT  

SELECTIONS FOR 2020 
I am currently working on the 2020 timetable based on   

student’s subject selections. Our senior school student     

cohort is smaller next year, hence the number of subjects 

available is reduced. We are doing everything we can to 

support your child’s career paths and will negotiate with 

them and you if any changes to their selections             

need to be made. If you have any questions please feel 

free to ring and chat with myself or email me at 

Kirsty.rogers707@schools.sa.edu.au. 
 

Kirsty Rogers 

Deputy Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S   REPORT    



 

CHICKENS FOR SALE! 
 

As you may know we have been taking care of our own chickens here at Oakbank Area School and 

now they are needing to find their forever homes. Fill out your details below and return the form to the 

front office. Chickens will be starting to go to new homes in Week 2!  

 

Melissa Rogers 
Ag Teacher 



VET & PATHWAYS DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SHAVE FOR A CURE! 
Ms Greenfield and HG 8A are running a fundraiser 

for the Leukaemia Foundation of SA/NT. We will 

be hosting a sausage sizzle and also a shave off 

on Friday 22 of November at lunchtime. 

Ms Greenfield is shaving her head, to the skin, and 

some of the HG’s are colouring their hair funky     

colours, for a really good cause!!  

Why take part in the World’s Greatest Shave? 

Leukaemia, lymphoma and myeloma are types of 

blood cancer. Blood cancer and related disorders 

can develop in anyone, of any age, at any time. 

Every day another 41 Australians are diagnosed 

with a blood cancer. That’s one Aussie every 36 

minutes. 

Right now, more than 110,000 Australians are living 

with blood cancer or related disorders. Although 

research is improving survival, sadly up to 20     

people per day lose their life to blood cancer in 

Australia. 

In many cases, treatment starts within 24 hours of 

diagnosis. If the person lives in rural or regional  

areas, the impact is even greater. They may need 

to relocate for months or years of treatment – 

leaving everyone and everything behind. This is 

Ms Greenfield’s main driver, being from the    

country herself, it was scary seeing her friends 

have to move to Adelaide for weeks at a time to 

get better. 

When you raise money for the World’s Greatest 

Shave you are giving people living with blood 

cancer the emotional and practical support they 

need. You are also helping to drive rapid           

advancements in blood cancer research 

and fund vital research to help more people    

survive blood cancers like lymphoma, leukaemia 

and myeloma, while improving their quality of life. 

How can you help? 

If you would like to donate, head to the following 

link, or click on one of our colour-kids! Their links will 

come soon. If you’d like to participate, ask your 

parents and sign up with us! 

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/kerensagr

eenfield 

Kerensa Greenfield 
Year 8A Home Group Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY TO BAY 

On September 16 our Year 12 students entered into the 

City to Bay Fun Run, walking or running 12km to raise    

money for Camp Quality. 
 

Camp Quality is an incredible organisation that  support 

children between the ages of 0 and 13 whose lives have 

been affected by cancer. They run camps for sick kids, 

allowing them to create positive memories and connect 

with others who truly understand what they are             

experiencing. 
 

Our Year 12s were passionate about raising money for 

those in need, setting an initial fundraising goal of $1,500 

(roughly $75 per  student). They worked tirelessly, hosting 

a school burger BBQ and fundraising in their own local 

communities. Students took ownership of this challenge, 

showcasing their dedication and creativity in selecting 

fundraising options. 

  

I am proud to report that our students absolutely blew our 

initial target out of the water, raising an incredible 

$7,223.15! 

  

I have been contacted by the Camp Quality team who 

are blown away by our student’s achievements. We have 

raised enough money to send at least four children to 

experience one of Camp Quality’s incredibly Junior 

Camps. 

  

We are grateful for the support that we received from 

individuals and businesses in our local area – without you 

this would not have been possible. 
 

 Thank you also to Mr Oerman and Ms Whiting who were 

right there next to the students on the day completing the 

walk, and to Ms Clarke who was cheering us on at the 

finishing line with Icy Poles! 
 

Every single one of the students who entered the race 

finished, many suffering bleeding and blistered feet, but it 

was all worth it to be able to make a tangible                

difference to the lives of 

these children.  
 

This is no small feat, and 

we are all incredibly 

proud of the dedication 

and hard work        

demonstrated by these 

students. Well-done! 
 

Ashlee Ceravolo 
English and RP 

Teacher 



SAHMRI CENTRE EXCURSION 
 

On 19 of September, the Year 11/12 Psychology and Biology classes accompanied by Mrs 

Errington and Mrs Hill went on an excursion to the SAHMRI centre and The Adventure Rooms 

in the city, to partake in a learning experience and team-building exercises.  

 

The SAHMRI Centre introduced the students to the world of Human Health and Well-being, 

synonymous with their motto “Greater Research, with Greater Impact, for the Greater 

Good.”  

The students were taken on a private tour around the centre where they were informed 

about the future pathways in science and research and the relevance of science in our 

society. SAHMRI also focuses on translational strengths in the delivery of health.  
 

The adventure rooms helped promote team-building exercises that not only tested the    

student’s communication skills but also their wits and abilities to think outside of the box.  
 

The Mad Scientist Escape Room was done by half of the participants where two groups of 

four were trapped in their respective rooms, trying to navigate the brain of a mad scientist. 

The Black Queen Adventure Room was done by the other half of the students’ where they gathered clues to further     

understand how the Black Queen thinks, and escape before she finds them.  The adventure rooms helped improve the 

students’ understanding of the 4 Levels of explanation underlying behaviour and the biological aspects of our bodies in 

response to certain stimuli. 
 

Here are some comments from students about their day: 
 

"Before I went on this excursion, I didn’t know what the ‘SAHMIR Centre’ was. I was aware that 

Rundle Mall had an ‘Escape Room’ but I didn’t know where it was. One interesting thing that I 

learnt about SAHMIR was that they’re trying to develop a new chemotherapy method where it 

targets the just the cancer.” 

-Jesse 
 

“I learnt that the 500 mice used at SAHMIR were all used for cancer research. They check on 

the mice before the rats each day, as the rats carry diseases that they don’t want to give to 

the healthy mice.” 

-Ashleigh 
 

“It was a very interesting place for many things to learn, the structure of the building was      

incredible with the way they had created it to resemble a pinecone. The people there were informative and explained 

everything about the centre and how each SAHMRI space worked (South Australian Health and Medical Research       

Institute).” 

-Gaby 
 

“The whole trip was fun and educational, at the SAHMRI Centre we learnt about how the mice used for cancer treatment 

trials were bred, lived and how they were used. The Adventure rooms forced us to think outside the box, it was             

challenging in a fun way.” 

-Andrew 
 

“The adventures rooms were a lot of fun. It was warm in the rooms and got your blood pumping because you wanted to 

get out and beat the other team. It was amazing how competitive everyone became.” 

-Kailey 
 

“The aim of the Adventure Rooms were to solve all the puzzles and mind 

games in order to escape or open the door. Unfortunately, my group did 

not open a door, but it was a lot of fun and created closer bonds. I would 

recommend the Adventure Rooms to families as a fun day out.” 

-Isabel 
 

“My experienced in the Adventure Rooms was fun and exciting. It taught 

me how to manage my time, when racing against the clock. Going to 

the Adventure Rooms with family and friends is a must. They are a lot of 

fun because you have to work through all of the clues to  find the keys.”  

-Pauline 

 

“Overall, the day was spectacular and I recommend everyone who has the chance to check out the SAHMRI Centre and 

the Adventure Rooms to do so. It was both a learning experience and good fun which made the day memorable for  

everyone who went on the excursion.” 

-Shenzy  

 

Sarah Hill                Keysha Errington 

Biology Teacher                     Psychology Teacher 



VET & PATHWAYS DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 

 

 

 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

Attention Oakbank Area School 

Families! 
 

Breakfast available every     

morning in the HOME EC CAFE 

from 8:15 AM 
 

How can breakfast affect children while at school? 
 

Children who have eaten breakfast concentrate better 

and have a longer attention span, helping them to learn 

and study better.  
 

They can also perform better physically after eating    

breakfast as there is more energy available to their       

muscles. 
 

Breakfast can improve behaviour and mood, as children 

have better concentration and aren’t tired or hungry. 

Benefits of a breakfast program (for students who have not 

had breakfast at home) 

 Providing essential nutrition for children and    

adolescents  

 Better health and learning outcomes 

 Socialisation 

 

Lauren Fleming  

Pastoral Care Worker 
 

SEWING DONATIONS 
 

The Home Economics faculty at        

Oakbank Area School are welcoming 

any donations of unwanted fabric                      

or sewing gear for a sustainability                      

design project, any donations would                 

be appreciated.  

Lisa Smith & Bec Clark 
Home Ec 

ONLINE CANTEEN  

ORDERING 
Online canteen ordering is now available! Lunch can be 

pre-ordered for both Primary and Secondary students and 

paid for via the Flexischools service. This is an additional   

service. The Canteen will continue to operate as normal 

with paper ordering and walk-in cash or card sales in the       

canteen. 

 Order online at anytime 
 Easily monitor special dietary requirements 
 Pay with Visa, MasterCard, PayPal or direct deposit. 
 

It’s quick and easy in just a few steps! 

Flexischools App 

Download Flexischools from your device’s store. 
 

 

Or on the Website 

www.flexischools.com.au 

 

Register 

Register for a Fleixschools account, check your email and 

follow the steps.  

 

Select 

Select Oakbank Area School and add your children. 

 

Start Ordering 

Order or cancel before10:30am. 

 

Costs 

Same as current menu 

Credit Card 1.3% Fee 

Bank Transfer Free 

29c per order charged by Flexischools 

 

Have any questions, or having any problems? Contact   

Flexischools direct on 1300 361 769 or alternatively you can   

contact the school on 8398 7200. 

 

 

Marlies Van Gameren 
Canteen Manager 
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SAVE THE DATE—SATURDAY 16th NOVEMBER—10am-3pm 

 Community Wellbeing Fair  

 Connecting Youth and Families to Community 

 Held at Oakbank Area School. Don’t Forget to bring your Picnic Rug 

 Plenty of things to do, experience, enjoy and celebrate for kids, youth and families 
 

Stall sites are available, Contact the School 

Keysha Errington  
Positive Education Manager 

Poster & banner designed  

by Casey Holloway 

COOKING CLUB 
 

Teaching students the basics of cooking is a great way to 

broaden their knowledge of food and nutrition in a      

practical way.  

Eating patterns that begin in childhood affect health and 

wellbeing throughout life, so education is an                    

important step towards starting children with a positive 

relationship with food. Culinary education also builds     

essential teamwork skills and has strong links across the 

curriculum through developing skills such as creativity and 

critical thinking.  

Cooking classes will run on Tuesday afternoons from    

3.30pm until 5.30pm. At the end of each class, students will 

bring home a plate of food to share with their family, a 

recipe and hopefully some newly learned skills. We are 

really lucky to have been sponsored by Ashton Valley 

Fresh, Ceravolo Orchards and Gumeracha Gourmet 

Meats; so students doing this extra-curricula  activity will 

not have to pay for the class, as long as they’re happy to 

help promote our patrons.  

Cooking Club will run in Weeks 4, 5 and 6, with our Big 

Burger Bonanza in Week 7 for all Cooking Club families to 

join us. Forms are available from the Front Office. The class 

is capped to the first 20 students who return their signed 

forms before Monday, Week 3. 
 

We look forward to cooking with you!  
 

Mrs Ceravolo, Miss Clark and  

Ms Greenfield 

SACA CRICKET TRAINING 
 

On the Monday of the final 

week of Term 3, Oakbank 

Area School Primary         

Students were visited by               

representatives from SACA 

(South Australian Cricket    

Assoc.). 

 

These representatives took each class through a 50 minute 

session looking at the skills required to play cricket (batting, 

bowling and fielding). 

The sessions were designed to be interactive as well as a lot 

of fun, with the aim being that hopefully more students will 

take up cricket at a club in the community.  

The students all had a great time and commented            

positively about their experiences and their interactions with 

the SACA representatives. They even got given a brand 

new cricket hat to take home. 

 

 

Shane Wissell 

Cricket Manager  

 



FINANCE NOTICE 
 

 
 

Payment of 2019  

Materials & Services Fees  
 

The Oakbank Area School Council wish to advise that 

Debt Collection proceedings have commenced in  

order to recover outstanding 2019 Debts. 

 

If you believe that you may be eligible for School Card 

assistance, or wish to enter into a payment plan, a 

completed application form must be lodged with the 

school within 7 days to cease any further action. 

 

If you have any questions in relation to the above   

matter or believe an error has occurred please contact 

the school. 

 
Bron Hall          Andrew Sinnott                      

Business        Chairperson 

Manager                     School Council 

 

OAKBANK 
KINDERGARTEN 

 
Oakbank Kindergarten has vacancies for 2020. If your 

child turns 4 before May 1 they would be eligible to 

attend. 

 

Our catchment area is Oakbank and Balhannah     

however we also have children who travel from outside 

of the catchment e.g. children who will transition to     

Oakbank Area School or those enrolled at Oakbank 

Goodstart ELC. 

 

Our beautiful, natural learning environment offers          

opportunities for children to explore and build on their 

understanding of the world around them and develop 

dispositions for learning. 

 

Relationship between children, educators and the 

community are enhance by low enrolment numbers. 

We attend bush kindergarten once a fortnight. 

 

Check our website http://www.oakbankgn.sa.edu.au/ 

for more details or call on 0419 506 872 to make a time 

to come and visit.   

 

Cathy Frost 
Oakbank  
Kindergarten  
Director 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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It’s the beginning of a new term at school and at OSHC. 

We’re looking forward to doing lots of interesting things 

together this term. We will be painting, colouring,       

drawing, creating things with boxes and cartons, making 

puppets and masks, origami, playing games and playing 

in the playground. 

 

A couple of paintings done last term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Newsletter you were          

introduced to Andrew. He will be 

working every on Thursday this 

term, and possibly a few other 

days too. 

 

If you would like to check out 

OSHC to discuss your child/ren’s 

needs, you can drop in before  

or after school or ring to make a 

time.  

 

 

You will find us at the front of the Hall. 

 

 

For an OSHC information package please drop into 

OSHC, or see Gail at the Front Office. 

 

Opening hours are:  

BSC 6.45am-8.45am 

ASC 3.15pm-6.30pm M,T,Th,F & 2.30pm-6.30pm W 

 

Phone OSHC:  8388 4783 or 0436 313 948  

or School Office: 8398 7200 

 

Email:   dl.0762.oshc@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

I’m looking forward to meeting and working with you and 

your child/children.  

Rhee Driver  
OSHC Director 
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POSITIVE EDUCATION 
 

Last Term the whole school participated in the PERMA+ principle of Meaning/Purpose. 

This principle relates to one understanding, believing in and serving for something greater than their self and               

deliberately engaging in activities for the benefits of others. 

Meaning connects with the person and purpose is associated with an overarching mission and a desire to help others. 

People who can identify a source of meaning in their lives report to have: 

 Greater overall happiness and life satisfaction 

 Are physically and emotionally healthier 

 Have greater sense of control over their lives 

One of the many projects that all             

students were involved in this year was 

our ‘Shoe and Canned Food Drive for 

the Hutt Street Centre’.  In total the 

school collected 300 pairs of shoes and 

400 cans of food. 

Due to the immense amount of good 

quality shoes collected we were able 

to also share your generosity with     

another organisation called ‘The Grove 

Uniting Care’ who help and support 

families in extreme need. The Hutt 

Street Centre and I chose 30 of the 

best pairs of men’s shoes for the  

homeless men accessing the centre 

and the rest were delightedly received 

by the volunteers at The Grove Uniting 

Care who were putting together      

resources of clothes and shoes for   

families. Both organisations were       

extremely thankful and I would like to 

take this opportunity to share with you 

a letter of gratitude from the Hutt Street 

Centre. 

 

A picture of the winning class in the Shoe and Can Drive enjoying 

their subway lunch for their hard-earnt efforts. Three other classes 

were close contenders. 

 

Once again Thank you to all families for supporting your children 

in looking beyond themselves and with getting involved in        

supporting and helping others. This term our focus will be on     

Accomplishments and Celebrations of Success where we look forward to seeing the accomplishments that all           

students have had throughout the year. 

 

Keysha Errington 

Positive Education Manager 



 
 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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INFORMATION  FOR  PARENTS  &  STUDENTS  

154 Onkaparinga Valley Road 

OAKBANK   SA   5243 

 

Phone:  8398 7200 

Fax:  8388 4718 

E:  dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

W:  www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au 

 

www.facebook.com/oakbankas 

 

Join us for a freaky, delicious lunch for $7.50 

http://www.facebook.com/oakbankas

