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REMEMBRANCE DAY AND 

GRANDPARENTS DAY 
 

I was very proud of our students last Monday for the way 

they participated and conducted themselves during the 

Remembrance Day ceremony.   
 

Oakbank Area School and Hills Christian Community         

College students attended the ceremony and we had 

grandparents and significant adults from both schools. 

Thank you to the grandparents and other visitors who      

attended on the day. Our primary students were very      

excited to show you their school. 
 

Thank you to the catafalque party of soldiers and cadets 

that attended from Woodside Barracks which added to the 

formality of the occasion. 
 

JUST TOO DEADLY AWARDS 
Two weeks ago, I attended the Just Too Deadly awards that 

celebrates the achievements of Indigenous students in the 

Hills’ region. Most of the Oakbank students were presented 

with certificates for outstanding attendance, which        

highlights how they value education and being part of the 

school community. There were also presentations for our 

Year 7 students (In other schools they are in their graduate 

year).   

Congratulations to all the students for their achievements 

this year. 

 

PRESENTATION NIGHT 
Presentation night is the school’s premier event that 

acknowledges student achievement across the academic, 

sporting and community spheres.  

It is also the evening where we formally recognise students 

proceeding from Primary School into Secondary School and 

our Year 12’s graduating. It will be a formal night with        

entertainment and supper.  

Please consider attending this Thursday from 6:30pm to         

celebrate the outstanding accomplishments of our students. 

 

ASBESTOS REMOVAL 
Asbestos material was found amongst bushes in a garden 

bed at the school this week. The material was deteriorating 

window putty and was located on the exterior of the school 

building. Air quality testing has confirmed that the risk of  

exposure to staff and students is considered low and        

remedial work in the garden bed has removed the material 

from the ground. The safety of our students and staff is our 

highest priority and there are strict processes in place for the 

management and safe removal of asbestos. Remedial 

works took place last night under the appropriate safety 

conditions. 

Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any concerns or 

require further information. 

 
 

Bruce Oerman 

Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S   REPORT    

MATHS SHAREMARKET 

GAME 
Casey Holloway - #1 in South Australia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During terms 3 and 4, the Enterprise students, along with a 

handful of other keen students and staff, at Oakbank   

Area School participated in the ASX Sharemarket Game.  
 

This is a nation-wide competition, where each participant 

has a hypothetical $50,000 to invest in the Australian   

companies listed on the ASX in real time. Through this 

game, students learned about:  

 Investing in the share market 

 The economy  

 How to do research. 

 

Students were competing against approximately 17000 

students across Australia, including over 1000 students in 

South Australia, for cash prizes! 

 

I am very excited to announce that Casey Holloway, one 

of our year 10 students topped the state! She made an 

impressive $9,891.72 profit from her share trading in just 10 

weeks, $1251.45 above the 2nd place getter in the state. 
 

Casey finished the game in 32nd place out of 17000 in 

Australia. A great result I am sure you would agree! She 

very nearly took out the national prize, leading the     

country with 2 weeks to go in the game. 
 

Casey approached this game with a mature mindset and 

demonstrated excellent research, analysis and              

interpretation skills, which led her to success and $400 

prizemoney!  
 

The learning Casey received and the skills she gained 

from this experience were just fantastic to witness as her 

Enterprise Teacher. The level of strategy she was able to 

employ in making her trading decisions was truly impres-

sive. 

 

Other winners at a school level were as follows:  

 Year 8A class - Tyler Bath 

 Year 8B class - Lachlan O’Shea 
 

Well done to Casey and all the other students who        

participated in the ASX Sharemarket Game. 
 

Wayne Mardell 

Maths Teacher 



RECEPTION/YEAR 1  

EXCURSION 

 

On 29 October, the  Reception/

Year 1 class went on an        

excursion to join the Oakbank 

Kindy for an excursion with 

“Natural Connections”.  

 

Natural Connections is a  company that fosters nature 

based learning by providing engaging and inspiring    

environments for young children.  

The R/1 students got to explore a sense stimulating potion 

making activity that used many different herbs and spices 

to produce magical smells.  

Wood wittling, wonder 

sticks, flower pounding 

and fairy tea parties 

were some of the other 

fun and exciting         

activities provided. The 

students loved to        

discover and explore. 

 

Jessica Watton 

R/1 Teacher 

SCIENCE UPDATE 
 

Our science laboratories are full of activity. With the warmer 

weather arriving, the 

glass shrimp have   

become active,      

zipping around the 

aquarium. Our stick 

insects have grown 

and shed several    

exoskeletons to date.  

 

 

Miss Whiting's two axylotls, Sirius and Draco, are feeding 

well, and growing.  

But the tadpole tank is amazing! Some of the tadpoles 

have developed legs, and are voracious feeders. Whilst 

collecting water weed from our local creek to feed them, 

we have unknowingly added snails, stonefly nymph larvae, 

water mites and worms. There is always something new to 

discover. 

 

 

Inta Chambers 

Science SSO 

 

OSHC NEWS 
 

It’s half way through Term 4 

already. Here’s a few pictures 

of what’s been    happening in 

OSHC this term. 

 

If you would like to check out OSHC 

to discuss your child/ren’s needs, 

you can drop in before or after 

school or ring to make a time.  
 

You will find us at the front of the 

Hall. For an OSHC information pack 

please drop into OSHC, or see Gail 

at the Front Office. 
 

Opening hours are:  

BSC 6.45am-8.45am 

ASC 3.15pm-6.30pm M,T,Th,F & 

2.30pm-6.30pm W 
 

Phone OSHC:  8388 4783 or 0436 313 948  

or School Office: 8398 7200 
 

Email:   dl.0762.oshc@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

I’m looking forward to meeting and working with you and 

your child/children.  

Rhee Driver  
OSHC Director 
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YEAR 11 SHEEP SHEARING 

On Monday Week 4 the Year 11 Ag class were busy working in the shearing shed learning how sheep are shorn, how to 

work with wool and the tricks of the trade. Josh Sneath who shore our sheep was fantastic, even letting everyone have a 

go at shearing part of the sheep which I am sure is a lifelong experience we will remember. 

 

 

 

 

5/6 SCIENCE CLASS 

Last term the year 5/6 science class wrote persuasive     

letters to our local minister regarding climate change. The 

entire class very much enjoyed this with their eagerness 

often over flowing. We have since received a letter in    

response from MP Rebekha Sharkie, which the class was 

very excited to read. We are all eagerly looking forward to 

having a visit from Rebekha Sharkie to talk some more 

about climate change in the near future. 

YEAR 10 AG CLASS 

Over the years students in Agriculture have had the 

chance to experience making wine. The Year 10 Ag class 

also had a new challenge this year making Apple  Cider. 

These bottles of cider and wine are ready to go to a new 

home. 
 

 Merlot 2011 $3 

 Chardonnay 2012 and 2016 $6 

 Blended Shiraz/Merlot 2017/2018 $5 

 Apple Cider $2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in       

purchasing some wine or 

cider please place your    

order at the front office. 

 

Melissa Rogers 

Ag Teacher 



VET & PATHWAYS DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 

 

 

 
 

YR 8/9 GIRLS BADMINTON 

On Thursday 17 October, students from Oakbank Area 

School ventured to Mitcham Girls High School for a Year 8/9 

Girls Badminton Competition. Apart from us and Mitcham, 

the other schools in attendance were Unley and Aberfoyle 

Park High Schools. The day was a four way round robin 

competition. 

Oakbank played Aberfoyle Park in their first match. The 

concept was that the schools would play 4 singles games 

and 4 doubles games in each match. Each game would 

be the best of 3 sets if required. Oakbank narrowly went 

down 5 games to 3 games. All games were tight with half 

going to 3 sets and most of the sets having large scores 

such as 21-19 or 22-20 Louise and Acacia won their       dou-

bles in 3 sets and Acacia and Lucy both won their   singles 

games, Lucy in straight sets and Acacia in 3 sets with the 

last set being 24-22. 

Our last 2 matches against Mitcham Girls and Unley were 

not as competitive. These schools had some very talented 

Badminton players, easily defeating us 8 games to nil. Their 

scores against Aberfoyle Park were the same. At least the 

girls had a hard, tough match against Aberfoyle to start the 

day off. 

The girls were amazing on the day. Lucy came into the 

team at the last minute due to another player being     in-

jured and she performed admirably. Our number 1    player, 

Louise, had some very tough singles games against some 

amazing players, but never dropped her head once.  

Bella had never played competitive Badminton before but 

had an absolute ball, revelling in the conditions. They were 

a delight to take away and represented the school with 

great distinction. 

Shane Wissell 

Badminton Manager 
 

 

YR 8/9 GIRLS BASKETBALL 
 

On Tuesday, October 29, Oakbank Area School hosted a 

round of Year 8/9 Girls Basketball. 

 

Other schools in attendance were Hamilton, Tatachilla and 

Roma Mitchell. Hamilton were supposed to host, but had 

Gym issues, so OAS came to the rescue. 

 

Our first game was against  

Hamilton and we went down 30pts to 21pts. 

We then played Tatachilla and went down 22pts to 18pts. 

Our last game was against Roma Mitchell and  

we lost 24pts to 15pts. Each game had 2 12 minute halves. 

In each of our games Oakbank girls had the opportunity to 

win the game but couldn't quite put the opposition away. 

  

Against Tatachilla for example the scores were equal on 

18pts each with a little over a minute to go. Tatachilla shot 2 

more goals to win while our last 2 shots just missed.  

Tatachilla would end up winning the day going through the 

round robin competition undefeated. Oakbank girls were so 

close. 

 

Ila Tonkin was the standout for the day, not just for OAS but 

for all schools. Her ability with the Basketball and her  

tactical play was outstanding. All of the girls can be  

especially proud of the way in which they fought out each 

game right up to the last buzzer. 

 

A big thank you too to Jalen Bonilla. He did a great job    

assisting with scoring and timing and he even helped  

Roma Mitchell as an umpire as they failed to arrive  

with an umpire. Well done Jalen. 

e  

Shane Wissell  

Basketball Manager 



AFL SCHOOL  

AMBASSADORS 

AWARD 
 
 

On Fr iday November 1,          

Oakbank Area School's PE    

Teacher, Mr Shane Wissell, was 

formally invited by the South    

Australian National Football 

League (SANFL) to attend a formal function at the 

Magarey Room at Adelaide Oval.  

At OAS, Mr Wissell acts the go between with anything to 

do with AFL and the school. The AFL anoints the term AFL 

Ambassador onto these people within schools. In 2019, 

that involved Mr Wissell playing an active role in the    

organisation and management of 2 SANFL club, Sturt 

region, AFL carnivals for both boys and girls in Years 7-9.  

It also involved getting the Regional Coordinator of AFL 

to come into OAS and make presentations to Oakbank 

students as well as provide multiple coaching clinics. 

Because of this Mr Wissell was awarded the AFL Schools 

Ambassador Award for the entire Country Zone for the 

Sturt SANFL team. 

Mr Wissell had a great night with his beautiful wife, mixing 

with other award winners as well as invited celebrities 

within the SANFL and AFL. It was also a great plug for 

what Oakbank  Area School can provide to it's students. 
 

Kirsty Rogers 
Deputy Principal 
 

2020 M&S FEES POLL 
 

The Oakbank Area School Council conducted a poll of 

the school community from October 22 until November 

07 2019, regarding setting and collecting the ‘Prescribed 

Sum’ of $340.00 for Students in Reception to Year 6, and 

$540.00 for Students in Year 7 to Year 12+ for the 2020 

Materials and Services Charges. 

 

The Department for Education allows the School Council 

to set the Materials and Services charge and pursue the 

payment of these charges, provided the majority of the 

poll respondents are in favour. 

 

Information regarding the three polls was sent by post to 

our families enrolled for 2020.  In total, we received 32 

replies, which accounted for a total of 41 votes.  The  

results were: 

 

Reception to Yr 6  : 15 in favour / 2 against  [94% / 6%] 

Yr 7      :  5 in favour / 2 against   [71% / 29%] 

Yr 8 to Yr 12+     : 16 in favour / 1 against  [88% / 12%] 

 

The Oakbank Area School Council would like to thank 

the School Community for its support and has now set 

the Materials and Services Charges for 2020 at the      

Prescribed Sum of $340.00 for Students in Reception to 

Year 6 and $540.00 for Students in Year 7 to Year 12+.  

Please note : there are no Subject Fees in 2020. 
 

Bron Hall 
Business Manager 

BREAKFAST CLUB NEWS 

As you would be aware, OAS Breakfast club 

has expanded this term and is now on every 

morning before school in the Home Ec Café. 

 

An extra special group of people at the 
Hackham Community Sports and Social Club 

have made an extraordinarily generous     

donation to the students at Oakbank Area 

School.  Not only have they purchased much 

needed equipment for our breakfast  

club – cups, plates, bowls, cutlery, chopping 

boards etc but they have also donated  
$1,000.00 

We have been blown away by their kindness! 

Rest assured their donation will go a long way 

in helping us to support the needs of our      

students. 

 

So, from all the staff and students at  

Oakbank Area School  

We say an extra big 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 to President Mr Ray Whellum,          

Secretary Ms Laraine Donaghay and 

all the members of the  

Hackham Community Sports and 

Social Club. 

mailto:hcsandsc@bigpond.com


 SCAN HERE TO DONATE 

Sausage Sizzle available outside Home Ec. at lunchtime 
Head Shave is happening in the Hall! 
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INFORMATION  FOR  PARENTS  &  STUDENTS  

154 Onkaparinga Valley Road 
OAKBANK   SA   5243 

 
Phone:  8398 7200 

Fax:  8388 4718 
E:  dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

W:  www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au 

 

www.facebook.com/oakbankas 
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