Volume: 37 Folio: 3

26 February 2020

We’re here to help, in anyway that we can!
Inside this issue:
ARTICLE

PG



Principal’s Report

2



Parent Teacher

3

Interviews



Developing Minds—

4

Positive Education



Cooking Club



Absentee Notices



Music Notes



Wellbeing News



Bus Schedule



Quiz



Materials and Services



Information for

5

6

7

Parents and Students

DIARY DATES
31 Mar SAPSASA Hills Athletics
POSTPONED

10 Apr Public Holiday—Good Friday
End of Term

1 Apr

10 Apr—26 Apr
School Holidays

2 Apr

SAPSASA Hills Athletics
POSTPONED
Student Led Discussions
Parent/Teacher Conversations
WILL CONTINUE VIA PHONE
SANTOS Athletics
POSTPONED
Student Led Discussions
Parent/Teacher Conversations
WILL CONTINUE VIA PHONE

27 Apr Term 2 Resumes
7 Jun

Student Free Day

10 Jun Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday
24 Jun Public Holiday
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
OUR RESPONSE TO

We believe by compartmentalising the school into

COVID-19

classes we can limit any contagions.

The school landscape has changed significantly since

Recess and lunch times will be staggered to limit contact

the last newsletter and the education experience of

between groups of students. Our canteen will prepare

our students will be radically altered over the next few

food for orders but not be open at break times for

months.

purchasing of food. Please use the Flexischools App for

workgroups and stopping teachers moving between

The Prime Minister and Premier have acknowledged
that schools provide an essential service in supporting
our emergency and health workers, transport and food
supply chains.

The canteen will be shut tomorrow, Thursday 26 March but
a sausage sizzle will be supplied by the school. The
canteen will reopen on Friday.

The Oakbank staff have embraced the challenge and
we want to work with you to ensure that your child’s
education

doing food orders.

will

continue

regardless

of

your

circumstances.

The school continues to have a responsibility to educate
students and we are ensuring that all students will have
access to courses, assignments and lessons through our
Daymap Learning Management System. We will also be

As of today 190 out of 341 students are absent from

setting up video conferencing lessons so that students

school, with most being withdrawn to the end of the

can interact face-to-face which we believe will be im-

term due to the threat from COVID-19.

portant for their wellbeing.

To cater for students at school and students that are

Our wellbeing team will be touching base with families to

isolating, we are restructuring the classes so that

ensure that the students stay mentally healthy through this

teachers have the opportunity to develop online

time and we are also developing HPE resources so that

materials. As of tomorrow the students attending school

they are physically active during isolation.

will be consolidated in the following classes and will
only have face-to-face contact with two teachers.

Please don’t stress over your children losing time at
school. Their wellbeing is more important than their studies

Rec and Years 1, 2 & 3 – Jess Watton & Jasmin Ferraro

at this time. Making them feel safe and supported,

Years 4, 5 & 6

– Tori Kaesler & Rachel Schild

connected to their community and enjoying life is the

Year 7

– Alison Starr & Emily Playford

best gift that we can give our young people. It is vital that

Year 8

– Sam Nicholson & Peter Cottle

as a community we maintain our connections and look

Year 9

– Georgia Downard & Drew Smith

out for each other while isolating to stop the spread of the

Year 10

– Laura Fornarino & Wayne Mardell

virus.

Years 11 and 12 – All work will be online and teachers
are expecting students to be engaging with their
studies daily. Our library will be open if Year 11 and 12
students

need

computing

facilities,

but

students

attending will need to exhibit social distancing.
Our School Support Officers will be available to help
students with learning needs both face-to-face and
online via regular phone calls.

We will learn a lot about the strength of our community
and ourselves over the next few months. If there is
anything we can do for you, please don’t hesitate to ask.
Kind Regards,

Bruce Oerman
Principal

Caption describing picture or graphic.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
In lieu of Face to Face Parent Teacher Interviews and Student Led Discussions parents/caregivers can book telephone
interviews for students in Reception through to Year 10 with their Primary Class teacher and Home Group Teacher and for
students in Years 11-12 with each of their Subject Teachers.
Week 10;
 Wednesday 1st April, from 2:30pm until 6:30pm
 Thursday 2nd of April, from 3:30pm until 6:30pm
Daymap allows parents to book and manage parent teacher interviews from the Daymap Connect Parent Portal.
Entering interview bookings
An interview event will appear for each child on the Home tab of the Daymap Connect Parent Portal.

1. Click on the interview event to enter interview
bookings for teachers.

2. Select any of the green coloured boxes to book
an interview. Select save to confirm booking.
3. Booked time slots will appear as blue coloured
boxes.

View all interview bookings

Select Agenda to view a summary of all bookings,
and select Print if you wish to print it out.

Cancelling an interview

To cancel the interview, click on the booked time
slot. Select Cancel Interview to confirm cancellation

POSITIVE EDUCATION
Hi everyone,
We would like to introduce ourselves. We are Clarissa Whiting and Jasmin Ferraro and we are the Managers of Positive
Learning.
We completely understand the angst and concerns around how to communicate with your child regarding the
COVID-19. We came across this resource and thought it was good to share. Below is an abstract of the website, however
we encourage you to visit the website to read on ways to help answer questions that your child may have.

Dealing with Coronavirus can be tough for everyone – kids, young people and adults – from all walks of life. For children
with “big feelings” and challenging life events, it can be even harder.
Here are some ideas about how to answer children or young people’s questions or respond to their worries.

A few

general principles in how to do this are as follows:
1.

Try to ask a question or two before you respond to a child/teen’s concerns – you may be able to get more
information about exactly what they are worried about and therefore answer more helpfully.

2.

Express care and sympathy rather than entirely dismissing all of their concerns.

3.

Answer with a matter of fact, calm and confident voice and facial expression. If you can’t do that, step away
and say “I think I might just need some adult time for a moment, and I will come and talk to you again in a few
minutes”.

Then take some time to talk to a friend/family member/take a deep breath and look after

yourself. Then come back to your child/teen and provide some answers.
4.

Remember if children/young people continue asking lots of questions which you have gone over with them
before, it’s okay to put some limits on the time you spend talking about it with them. If it is appropriate, you might
say something like: “That’s a problem for adults to solve and there are lots of clever adults working on that right
now. You don’t need to spend much time thinking about that”. You might also say something like: “We’ve spent
enough time talking about this for now, it’s good for our brains and bodies to have a break from thinking about
worrying things and problems, let’s go and do something else”. At this point, gently try to distract the child/teen
with another activity.

https://developingminds.net.au/blog/2020/3/19/answering-childrens-questions-about-coronavirus
Over the next couple of weeks, we will be gathering resources and uploading them to DayMap for students and families
to access when at home to promote Wellbeing.
Thank you,

Clarissa Whiting and Jasmin Ferraro
Mangers of Positive Learning

COOKING CLUB

MUSIC NOTES
Ms Nicholson’s Year 7 HASS Class have been exploring
their connection with water. They have been creating
and describing sounds made with musical instruments,
kitchen utensils and water. They are going to develop the
musical ideas they have discovered to compose their own
songs about water.
You might like to ask the students to tell you how sound
changes when water is added or taken from an
instrument, or when it is played underwater!

Unfortunately we have had to
postpone cooking club for the
foreseeable future! However we
can’t wait to have your kids back
and cooking up a storm in no
time!

Bec Clark & Ashlee Ceravolo

ABSENT NOTICES
If your child is going to be late or away for the day, please
email

dl.0762.absences@schools.sa.edu.au

or

text

0428 989 352 or alternatively you can phone the school on
8398 7200.

Ensuring we have your absences on record before 11am
each day will save in a text message being sent to you!

Kirralee Baldock
Music Education Officer

WELLBEING NEWS
We the Wellbeing Team at OAS are here to support you
with your care and wellbeing needs at this time. We are in
close communication with each other and can be with
you too. We will be with connecting with parents,
caregivers and students via OAS Wellbeing Team live app,
Daymap, email and phone.
At this time of rapid change we are making staying
connected, interpersonal communication and the
wellbeing of every member of our school community our
priority. Lauren (Pastoral Support Worker) joins Marg and
I in welcoming Brenton Hoskin as a third Counsellor on the
Wellbeing team - again.

Gail Talbot-Smith
Student Services

The Home Economics faculty at
Oakbank Area School are
welcoming any donations of
unwanted fabric or sewing
gear for a Sustainability
design project, any donations would
be appreciated.

Bec Clark
Home Economics

Please contact us with any of your wellbeing concerns.
Together,
we can do
this.

BUS SCHEDULE
On

Monday

23rd

March

we

made

some

slight

adjustments to the timetables of the three school buses
operating to the school. All buses are scheduled to arrive
at school at 8.30am and this is to enable students to have
a little more time to attend 'Breakfast Club' and get ready
for the day. Timetables were distributed to all children
riding the buses.

We do appreciate that during the

current climate many children are not attending school
and may not be aware of the alterations.

In brief the new timetables are:
INVERBRACKIE / WOODSIDE
Depart Woodside Road & Military Road @ 8.00am
Depart Woodside Primary @ 8.07am
Depart Information Bay / Naughtons Road @ 8.16am

STEVE THE BUS DRIVER’S
MEGA QUIZ
Test your general knowledge.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Who is the current leader of the Federal Labor Party?
What are the 5 squares in the Adelaide CBD?
In what year was the Great Fire of London?
SCUBA is an acronym, meaning what?
In what year did Michael Jackson pass away?
In cartoons, which character liked to hunt Wabbits?
What City is located at the northernmost tip of
Spencer Gulf?
8) Who reads the 7pm SA News bulletin on Channel 2?
9) The railway station named Draper is on which line?
10) The 2020 NFL Superbowl was held in which City?
11) Which City is the capital of Switzerland?
12) The River Nile flows into which body of water?
13) Who is lead singer of Metallica?
14) In what year did the Chernobyl Nuclear disaster
occur?
15) What Adelaide suburbs have the word ‘Wood’ in their
name?
16) Who designed the Volkswagen Beetle?
17) Adelaide has 2 stadiums named ‘Coopers Stadium’.
Where are they located?
18) In what country is the City of Stuttgart?
19) What is the brightest object in the night sky (except
the Moon)?
20) In what state would you find the town Port Headland?

Depart Stop 65A adjacent Woodside Library @ 8.21am

CHARLESTON / LENSWOOD
Depart Charleston @ 8.00am

MATERIALS & SERVICES
CHARGE 2020
Whilst M&S Charges for 2020 are now due, the school will

Depart Lenswood General Store @ 8.16am

not be sending out statements at this time as we wish to
avoid parents feeling extra financial pressure.

HARROGATE / WOODSIDE EAST

Payments can be made over the phone by calling the
school office on 8398 7200. Schoolcard can be applied for

Depart Harrogate / White Hut @ 8.00am

online at www.sa.gov.au.

Depart Bird In Hand Road / Warmington Run @ 8.13am

If you require further information, please contact me, on
the number above. Thank you.

In the afternoon buses will depart school 10 minutes after
dismissal.

Stephen
Lucas
Bus Driver

Wendy Hayes
Business Manager

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS

154 Onkaparinga Valley Road
OAKBANK SA 5243
Phone: 8398 7200
Fax: 8388 4718
E: dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au
W: www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au

www.facebook.com/oakbankas

ANSWERS & FIND A WORD
Mega Quiz Answers:
(1) Anthony Albanese, (2) Victoria, Hindmarsh, Light, Hurtle, Whitmore, (3) 1666, (4) Self Contained Underwater Breathing
Apparatus, (5) 2009, June 25th, (6) Elmer Fudd, (7) Port Augusta, (8) Jessica Harmsen, (9)Outer Harbor, (10) Miami, (11) Bern,
(12) Mediterranean Sea, (13) James Hetfield, (14) 1986, (15) Goodwood, Blackwood, Norwood, Woodville, (16) Ferdinand
Porsche at the request of Adolf Hitler, (17) Norwood & Hindmarsh, (18) Germany, (19) Venus, (20) Western Australia

HARD SUDOKU

EASY SUDOKU

FIND-A-WORD

