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Principal’s Update
Almost Back to the New Normal
Over the past 4 weeks more students and staff have returned to school and we now
have 99% of students and all staff attending for face-to-face learning. There are still
restrictions in place, particularly related to staff and external support services.
As the situation with COVID-19 evolves,
the school continues planning and
operating in accordance with advice
from SA Health to support the safety and
wellbeing of students, staff and the
broader community. We are committed
to providing you with regular updates so
you are as informed as possible.

Parents should maintain the 1.5m physical
distance between themselves and other
adults (parents and teachers) at all times,
including school drop off and pick up.
Learning
We can learn from every experience,
regardless of how devastating it may seem
at the time. The ability of some of our
students to manage their learning and
organisation has been a highlight for me
over the past few months. As teachers and
parents we sometimes don’t give students
enough opportunities to take ownership of
their lives and this can lead to conflict.
What have you learnt about your child that
was surprising? How can you use that
knowledge in the future to work with them
and enhance their growth?

As of June 1st there will be further easing
of restrictions that will allow the school to
again undertake excursions and limited
school sport (PE lessons are operating
normally). This is fantastic news which will
allow some of the more engaging school
activities to take place. School can be a
pretty dry experience if students are
limited to the four walls of their classroom
rather than seeing how learning relates to
the real world.

Reconciliation Day

The restrictions on adults, staff and
parents included, are still more rigid than
with students.

The
activities
developed
around
Reconciliation Day have provided students
with a break from normal classes this week.
Enjoy the following articles about the
activities which allowed the students to
further understand their history and
heritage.

All adults must continue to follow the
density and physical distancing guidelines
outlined by SA Health:



no more than 1 person per 4-square
metres in an enclosed space
maintain a minimum social distance
of 1.5 metres.

Regards
Bruce Oerman

Oakbank Area School
154 Onkaparinga Valley Road, OAKBANK SA 5243

c (08) 8398 7200 m dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au
w oakbankas.sa.edu.au F facebook.com/oakbankas
web.oakbankas.sa.edu.au/daymap

web.oakbankas.sa.edu.au/daymapconnect
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National Reconciliation Week

What is National Reconciliation Week & why do we celebrate it?
National Reconciliation Week is celebrated from 27 May to 3 June each year.
NRW is a national campaign celebrating
and building on respectful relationships
shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and other Australians.
The dates commemorate two significant
milestones in the reconciliation journey the successful 1967 referendum (27 May)
and the 1992 High Court Mabo decision
(3 June).

The national theme for 2020 is ‘In This
Together’.
This
year
marks
20
years of shaping Australia’s journey
towards a more just, equitable and
reconciled nation. 2020 also marks the
twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation
walks of 2000, when people came
together to show their support for a more
reconciled Australia.

Reconciliation Week at OAS
OAS celebrated Reconciliation Week
through some special and enjoyable
activities.
We have had some displays in the
Reception area cabinets and on screen
we have had a student multimedia
presentation produced for a Year 9 WW1
HASS task. This told the story about a
Ngarrindjeri man, Roland Carter, from
Raukkan who served in the Australian
Army in WW1. This presentation contains
historical documents, old photographs
and wonderful drone footage of
Raukkan area and the Coorong.
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National Reconciliation Week
On Monday in extended Home Groups, we
watched a range of films that focussed on
reconciliation issues. They made us think
about positive changes that have been
made already and what still needs to be
done on Australia’s reconciliation journey.

A special thank you to Mrs Ceravolo,
Ms Clark, Mrs Whiting, the Duke of Edinburgh
class, Ms Bence and Ms Tasma Rudeforth,
Miss Bella Fechner and all of you who have
joined in and contributed.
In this together.

On Tuesday we had a real treat as classes
moved up to our picturesque outdoor
cooking area where the Duke of Edinburgh
class gave an acknowledgement of country
then educated our palates about the
flavours of the bush. We toasted and tasted
Wattle seed flavoured damper cooked on
sticks and in camp ovens over the fire.

Bev Bonython
Wellbeing Coordinator

This week students have also painted a wall
mural inspired by Aboriginal dot art. This will
be mounted in the Middle School for all to
enjoy and as a reminder of the importance
of NRW at Oakbank Area School.
This special week stands out on the
Australian calendar and it is vital that we
learn history’s lessons, participate actively in
these special celebrations and work
together to keep building respectful and
positive relationships between all Australians.

Caption describing picture or graphic.
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Literacy
50 Word Stories
Our Year 8 students’ were faced with the challenge to create a story in exactly 50 words,
making sure to include an opening hook to grab the reader and make them want to
read till the end. They also had to think carefully about word choices - the use of best
possible verbs, adverbs and adjectives.
I run along the narrow railing of the high
balcony – one wrong step and it would all
be over. I see the balcony disappear in
front of me, I try to stop, but I cannot. I am
hanging on by the tips of my fingers, I wake
up heart racing.
By Seth Hannaford

It all started when I smelt that smell. The
smell was coming from my desk, as I went
over to start looking for the stench
I tripped and fell face first into my bag.
I feel something squish on my face.
I open my bag and remember about the
banana.
By Jack Rosenthal

There I was in the middle of nowhere and to
make it worse my ship’s engine fell apart
because our drunk driver flew us into a
meteor.
To make the matter even worse our
engineer is knocked out and now we are
stuck, lost in the middle of space… again.
By Maxwel Mules

I wake up to a loud BANG, my first thought is
“oh no the book!”
I run to the safe. The safe is empty.
I sprint down the stairs to the king’s office.
“It’s gone!” I scream. He freezes. “If anyone
sees what is in that book we’re done for!”
By Bridie Causer

HASS
Mummy &
Sarcophagus
Crisitan, in 7A, has been working from
home via phone calls.
For HASS he has been studying Egypt.
He has used his initiative and
imagination to find things from
around his house to make a pyramid,
a Mummy and a sarcophagus.
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Primary Science
Liquid Rainbows
Year 5 Science
Our year 5 class have been learning about solids, liquids, and gases.
We made a liquid rainbow by layering
honey, dishwashing liquid, water coloured
blue, vegetable oil and turpentine. They
layer because all liquids have different
density and weigh different amounts.
We enjoyed making the liquid rainbows.
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Secondary Sciences

Toilet Paper Solar Systems & Sharing Knowledge
Year 10 Science
In our Year 10 Science class we have been exploring deep into the universe, learning about
the many celestial objects in our solar system, galaxy and beyond, and looking into how
astronomers actually measure the vast distances in space.
This week, the Year 10's have chosen their
own area of interest to explore how advances
in human understanding have continued to
develop over time, and rely heavily on the
innovations and discoveries brought by
improving technologies. They are preparing
engaging ways to share their research with Ms
Feijen's year 5 class in week 6, and next week
the two classes will meet to discuss interests
and capabilities so that the Year 10's can
tailor their presentations most successfully. Our
amazing Year 10 students are creating their
own music and videos, making models, writing
children's books, and creating exciting
powerpoint presentations to extend their
understanding to the younger years.

To better understand this, we made a toilet
paper model of the solar system on the top
oval, where one square of paper was
equivalent to 10 million kilometres. Here are
some photos of us, measuring out the
distances and taking our places as different
planets. We have also been using many
online sites to explore the scale and sizes of
objects in our universe, working up to an
understanding of how all objects appear to
be moving further away from each other as
the universe continues to expand. We are
just starting to realise how very little we
know!

7

Science - Learning @ home

Science
“The Seasons” by Angel Chiarieri, Year 7
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Civics & Citizenship

Positive Attitudes at the Oakbank Olympics!
Year 8 Civics classes
This term in year 8 civics Ms Thompson, Mr Cottle, Ms Nicholson, and Mr Hoskin have been
running an Olympics competition. Since the 2020 games are no longer going ahead this
year, we thought we would bring them into our classroom with some unique and fun
activities that students can do either at school or at home.
This week we focused on positive attitudes.
Students were asked to write down their
own positive attributes, what skills they bring
to a team, what their spirit animal is and
what characteristics does that spirit animal
have that connects with them.
Students were asked to work in their
Olympic teams to pick attributes from all
team members that would represent the
qualities of their team mascot. They then
had to draw their mascot using parts of
each spirit animal. The results are amazing!
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Duke of Ed
Bee Hives
Duke of Edinburgh Awards Student Projects
The year 11 Duke of Ed class have finished off some nucleus bee
hives for Tom, a local who lost his bee hives and honey in the
Harrogate fires.
Students worked hard in the Tech rooms to
rebuild, resurface and paint 18 Nucleus
ready for their new Queen bees!
BELOW: Tom, with some of the finished hives
being used on his property, with an example
of the damage from the fires.
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Duke of Ed

Flower Pot Painting
Duke of Edinburgh Awards Student Projects
Emily Poulton, one of our year 12 students, ran an art class for the year 6s for her Duke of
Edinburgh Award Topic! They marbled paint to create the perfect mothers day present!
“On Thursday the 7th of May in the year 6
classroom I ran an art lesson for my Duke of
Edinburgh Award Assignment where I had to
create a community based project. During
this art lesson we created marbled flower
pots, by using water to marble the nail polish
into a cool pattern and then dipping them
into this pattern in the bucket of water. As
you can see in the pictures this creates a
multi coloured flower pot.

Each student created one of these pots in
their favourite colours for their mums and
special friends for Mothers Day! We then gave
them some seeds to put on to the inside and
they were wrapped up ready to give as gifts!
The students had a lot of fun designing and
creating their own pots and were very excited
to give their gifts to their mums!”
Emily P
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PE & Home Economics

Yr 10 Volley Ball & Table Tennis, Yr 8 Badminton

Yr 7 Home Ec ANZAC Biscuits
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The Arts

Yr 12 Andrew Chudleigh
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Literacy News
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What’s new
at OSHC?
Hi! I am Sam, the new OSHC Director at Oakbank
Area School. I have been an Early Childhood
Educator for the last 15 years and live in Woodside
with my family.
On 2 April 2020, the Government announced new
funding arrangements for the early childhood education
and care (ECEC) sector in response to the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic and its impact on child care
enrolments and attendance. The new arrangements
make child care services FEE FREE for families.
The changes took effect on 6 April 2020 and remain in
place until 28 June 2020.
I would like to welcome new and existing families to
access our service. We are open:
Before School
6.45am – 8.30am
After School
3.15pm – 6.30pm

(M, T, Th & F)

2.30pm – 6.30pm

(Wednesdays)

Each morning we welcome children into our OSHC
environment where we provide a warm place to play
and have breakfast. Children who arrive at school
before teachers start yard duty at 8.30am are especially
encouraged to try our program while it is FEE FREE.
Please contact me on the below phone numbers for
more information and details on how to make a
booking.
We hope to see you soon!

Oakbank Area School OSHC
254 Onkaparinga Valley Road Oakbank SA 5243
OSHC c 08 8388 4783 N 0436 313 948 m dl.0762.oshc@schools.sa.edu.au
OAS c 08 8398 7200
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