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Presentation Night
Organisation for our Presentation Night on Friday Nov 20 is 
progressing briskly. It will be a privilege to have the Honourable 
John Gardner MP, Minister for Education as our Special Guest 
Speaker.
Due to COVID 19 restrictions we have 
to ticket the event as we are limited 
in the number of adults that we can 
have in the Hall. At this stage we are 
opening the event to 2 adults from 
each family but I’m sure we will be 
able to provide more tickets for those 
that need them once we get closer 
to the evening.

Bookings are open for the evening using Eventbrite at https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/oakbank-presentation-night-
tickets-125576674213

Year 12 
The next few weeks are an exciting but daunting time for our 
Year 12 students. 
Most are working feverishly on completing their final major assignments 
or studying for the upcoming exams. There were a number of 
activities run by teachers in the holidays with good attendance 
from the students. It is obvious that students are anxious about their 
performance but looking forward to finishing their schooling and 
moving to university, training or work. We have the final Year 12 
assembly on Thursday and a breakfast on Friday to informally farewell 
the students. Good luck to the Year 12’s in finalising their work. 

Presentation Night  
Fri Nov 20 

 Principal’s Update
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Student Ownership of 
Learning
The student-free day last Monday gave the 
staff the opportunity to work on the goals of 
our Site Improvement Plan. 
As an outcome of the day many of the staff will 
be trialing a process to increase engagement 
with challenging students and improve all 
students’ self-regulation, growth and academic 
achievement. The teachers are excited by 
this program and are trialling it to see if there is 
merit in doing the program across the school 
in the future. Some of the strategies include; 
ensuring students are ready for learning at 
the start of each lesson, developing positive 
relationships between students, parents and 
teachers, breaking lessons up with ‘Brain Breaks” 
and focussing on wellbeing across all subjects. 
Jasmin Ferraro won a grant that will help us 
develop our skills in this area. I’ll certainly keep 
you informed as we progress this work.

 
Oakbank Area School 

154 Onkaparinga Valley Road, OAKBANK SA 5243
 c (08) 8398 7200   m dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au   

w oakbankas.sa.edu.au  F facebook.com/oakbankas

web.oakbankas.sa.edu.au/daymap web.oakbankas.sa.edu.au/daymapconnect

Mathematics
At Oakbank we are changing around 
attitudes to this much maligned subject. 
Here are excerpts from Jo Boaler’s new 
book, Mathematical Mindsets: Unleashing 
Students’ Potential Through Creative 
Math, Inspiring Messages and Innovative 
Teaching. 
Dr Jo Boaler is the Nomellini & Olivier Professor of 
Education at Stanford University. Our teachers 
are redeveloping our Maths program in line 
with the messages and methodologies that Jo 
promotes. If you have any questions please talk 
to your child’s maths teacher.

Bruce Oerman | Principal
 

We now know that the messages we give students 
can change their performance dramatically, 
and that students need to know that the adults 
in their lives believe in them. Researchers are 

carlyryanfoundation.com

Oakbank Area Schoo Year 11 students 
will have an esafety presentation from 
the Carly Ryan Foundation in week 4.

Please visit their website for more 
information and some great resources for 
parents and studens, including App Fact 
Sheets on popular social and gaming apps.
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learning that students’ ideas about their ability 
and potential are extremely important, much 
more than previously understood. As well as the 
messages we give students about their potential, 
brain research is now showing that messages 
students pick up from their parents about maths* 
and their parents’ relationships with maths 
can also change students’ math learning and 
achievement.

In an important study researchers found that 
when mothers told their daughters they were 
not good at maths in school, their daughter’s 
achievement declined almost immediately 
(Eccles & Jacobs, 1986). In a new study 
neuroscientists Erin Maloney and colleagues 
found that parents’ maths anxiety reduced their 
children’s learning of maths across grades 1 and 
2, but only if parents helped their children on 
maths homework (Maloney, Ramirez, Gunderson, 
Levine, & Beilock, 2015) If they did not help them 
on homework, the parents’ math anxiety did not 
detract from their children’s learning.

The parents’ maths knowledge did not turn out to 
have any impact, only their level of math anxiety.

Both studies, again, communicate the 
importance of the messages students receive, 
as it was not maths knowledge that harmed the 
students’ performance but the parents’ anxiety. 
We do not know what parents with maths 
anxiety say to their children but it is likely they 
communicate the negative messages we know 
to be harmful, such as “maths is hard” or “I was 
never good at maths in school.” It is critical that 
when parents interact with children about maths 
they communicate positive messages, saying 
that maths is exciting and it is an open subject 
that anyone can learn with hard work, that it is 

not about being “smart” or not and that maths 
is all around us in the world. 

Teachers also need to give positive messages 
to students at all times. Many elementary 
teachers feel anxious about mathematics, 
usually because they themselves have been 
given fixed and stereotyped messages 
about the subject and their potential. When I 
taught in my online teacher/parent class that 
mathematics is a multidimensional subject that 
everyone can learn, many of the elementary 
teachers who took it described it as life-
changing and approached mathematics 
differently afterward. Around 85% of 
elementary teachers in the United States are 
women, and Beilock, Gunderson, Ramirez, & 
Levine (2009) found something very interesting 
and important. The researchers found that the 
levels of anxiety held by women elementary 
teachers also predicted the achievement 
of the girls in their classes, but not the boys 
(Beilock et al., 2009). Girls look up to their 
female teachers and identify with them at the 
same time as teachers are often and sadly 
conveying the idea that maths is hard for them 
or they are just not a “maths person.” Many 
teachers try to be comforting and sympathetic 
about maths, telling girls not to worry, that they 
can do well in other subjects. We now know 
such messages are extremely damaging.

Teachers and parents need to replace 
sympathetic messages such as “Don’t worry, 
maths isn’t your thing” with positive messages 
such as “You can do this, I believe in you, 
maths is an open, beautiful subject that is all 
about effort and hard work.”

*Australian ”Maths” substituted for American “Math” 
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Oakbank Area School

We’re a few weeks out from our School Fun Run’s Crazy Colour Day,  
our a major fundraising event of the year! 

We hope students are working hard towards their fundraising goals!  
 

Currently we have raised $3000 of our $6000,  
so there is a way to go and I hope you’ll keep supporting us! 

Remember, the money raised will be going towards outdoor seating.
Did you know that you can WIN a $20,000 Ultimate Family Experience by setting up your 

student profile online and raising $1 online? Just head over to schoolfunrun.com.au. Once 
you’ve created your page there are some great things you can do. You can sign up for 
online fundraising, pick your target prize and even become a fundraising superstar!  

Students who raise $10 or more will receive a reward, and the more money you raise the 
better the reward, and the more you help the school! 

We’re looking for all students to participate and we’re organising a great day for our 
community, so we’d love everyone to come down to support the kids. 

If you’re having any trouble setting up your student profile or fundraising 
online, please get in touch with the Fun Run team on 1800 FUN RUN.

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER!FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER!

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING US WITH THANKS FOR SUPPORTING US WITH 
YOUR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS,  YOUR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS,  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO CELEBRATING WE LOOK FORWARD TO CELEBRATING 
WITH AN AMAZING DAY! WITH AN AMAZING DAY! 

schoolfunrun.com.au
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On Thursday October 15 
a group of Oakbank boys 
ventured to the Marden 
Sports Complex to compete 
in a Year 8/9 Volleyball 
competition. Other schools 
in this competition were 
Marryatville and Adelaide 
Botanic.
Our boys got to watch the 
other two schools play in the 

first match and what a match it was to watch. 
The first set was 29-27 to Botanic, then 26-24 
to Marryatville and Marryatville managed to 
win a third set 25-22 before the hours time limit 
elapsed. It was a very high standard match of 
Volleyball. After watching this match our boys 
knew they were up against it as they were all 
new to the game and were still learning where 
as our opposition looked quite seasoned.
Our first match was against Marryatville. We 
lost the first set 25-5, all five points being serving 
errors from Marryatville. The boys didn’t drop 
their heads though, we set ourselves challenges 
to improve our score each set and to continue 
being upbeat on the court. And improve we 
did. We played three more sets and managed 
to get double digit scores in each set. 25-10, 25-
14 and 25-12. The mood on the court was also 
positive.
Our second match was against Adelaide 
Botanic. Once again we managed to play 
four sets losing each set 25-12, 25-16, 25-19 and 
25-12. The boys knew that they were playing 
good opposition who outclassed us, but they 
never gave up. They put in 100% and improved 
their game play and techniques throughout 
each one hour match that they played. It was 
interesting to watch and hear our opposition 
rev each other up to try and stop us from 
scoring double digits and our boys do the 
opposite. To go from a 25-5 game to a 25-19 

8/9 Boys Volleyball

Sports

game was huge.
There were obvious highlights from the matches 
played. Riley’s and Joseph’s serving was always 
immaculate and deep into the oppositions 
court. Gary’s and Emerson’s digging kept 
us in many points and Gary’s special fisting 
technique was a talking point. Maxwell’s 
serving development was exceptional from 
the start of the day to the finish and he also 
provided the absolute highlight of the day by 
blocking a huge spike from an opposition giant, 
winning us the point. Lockie used most parts of 
his body to keep us in points we had no right to 
still be in.
It was a great day of Volleyball for the 
boys. They never dropped their heads, they 
continuously encouraged and motivated each 
other and their understanding of the game and 
what to do developed enormously. They were 
a credit to the school with their behaviour both 
on and off the court.
Cheers, 
Shane Wissell | Volleyball Manager.
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Community Notices, Sports & Holiday Activities

  

 

Onkaparinga Tennis Club Inc 
Johnston Memorial Park, Main Road 

Balhannah, South Australia 
New Members Welcome! 

We offer: 
Seniors Doubles and Traditional; 

Juniors, including modified Green and Orange Ball 
competitions.  Juniors are actively encouraged to play 

in our senior competitions. 
Hot Shots coaching with qualified Coaches. 

Midweek Tennis. 
Wednesday Night Social tennis. 

Junior Enquires through:   Rose:  0406 102 373 
Senior Coordinator:   Ann Marie: 0434 870 539 
Night Coordinator:   Jill - 8389 9290 
Club Secretary/Gen. Enq.:  Katie – 0415 299 349 

Website: www.onkastennis.com 
Email:  onkassecretary@gmail.com  

Affiliated with Tennis SA and Hills Tennis Association 
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 Sat 24 Oct    |  Oakbank Area School Hall

Performances: 

Hills Cert III Live Music students

Hip Hop acts 

Exhibition: local urban art works

@RepresentMusicArts

1

5

-

2

5

?

 

j

o

i

n

 

t

h

e

 

p

a

r

t

y

!

 Tickets: adelaidehillscouncil.eventbrite.com

local talent live on stage! 
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You are cordially invited to attend 
Oakbank Area School’s 

2020

Presentation Night 
on 

Friday, 20 November 
6.30pm  for  a  7pm  start 

in  the  EC  Wilson  Hall 

Special Guest Speaker:

Honourable John Gardner MP, 
Minister for Education

Please join us to celebrate 
student achievements  

and officially farewell our  
Year 12 Class of 2020. 

IN
V

IT
A

T
IO

N
 

You are cordially invited to attend 
Oakbank Area School’s 

2020 
Presentation Night 

on 

Friday, 20 November 
6.30pm  for  a  7pm  start 

in  the  EC  Wilson  Hall 

Please join us to celebrate 
student achievements  

and officially farewell our 
Year 12 Class of 2020. 

To reserve your seats, please respond to this   
invitation before Monday 16 November, by  

emailing Nyleta.Rogers746@schools.sa.edu.au 

Limit of 2 adult tickets per family*.  
Tickets available online at 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/oakbank-presentation-
night-tickets-125576674213

* Please contact the School on 8398 7200 if this causes an issue for you


