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Outdoor Gym Equipment Opening
Finally, after nearly a two year process we were 
lucky enough to host Rebekha Sharkie MP, 
Member for Mayo, to open the Outdoor Gym 
Equipment at the front of the school. 

In 2019 The Australian Government sought applications for grants 
under the Local Schools Community Fund. Mr Shane Wissell 
proposed the establishment of the Outdoor Gym as a facility 
that would provide students with further activity options at 
break times, could be used by the local community and would 
contribute to better health outcomes for all. Oakbank received 
a grant of $18,181 and the project started in early 2020. There 

were interruptions because of COVID 19 and then the stormwater and paving works 
restricted access to the equipment. Now that the equipment has been opened we are 
encouraging students in Years 7 to 12 to use the equipment and we want the community 
to use it out of school hours.

Thank you to Ms Sharkie for attending and opening the equipment and to Shane Wissell 
for his inspired idea.

Community Engagement
This newsletter is chock full of examples of students engaging 
in excursions, fund raising and competitions outside the school. 
Additionally, there have been Knock Out Sport competitions and 
participation in the DreamBIG Children’s Festival. 

DreamBig is South Australia’s iconic biennial arts festival for schools and families that 
involves its audience in imaginative and inspiring arts experiences. Teachers are always 
looking for parent volunteers to be involved in supervising students at these events and 
enjoying the experience. Please look out to see how you can be involved.

 
Oakbank Area School 

154 Onkaparinga Valley Road, OAKBANK SA 5243

 c (08) 8398 7200   m dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au   
w oakbankas.sa.edu.au  F facebook.com/oakbankas

web.oakbankas.sa.edu.au/daymap web.oakbankas.sa.edu.au/daymapconnect
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 June 2021

W8 MON 
14

Public Holiday 
Queen’s Birthday / 
Volunteer’s Day

WED 
16 Career s Day

THU 
17

6.00 Finance meeting 
6.30 School Council

Upcoming Events

Student Devices
Our Bring Your Own Device scheme has been very 
successful. We are nearly at the point of all students 
having a device from Years 8 to 12 and will be 
removing the shared laptop trolleys in the coming 
months. Parents of students without laptops will be 
contacted so that we can make arrangements for 
every child in the secondary school. 

We are currently having a crackdown on students 
taking phones into classes. Our policy allows for 
phones to be used to and from school and during 
breaks. In class they are a distraction that detracts 
from student engagement in their work. Mobile 
phones are not an alternative to contacting the 
school during school hours. Please ring reception 
if you want to pick up your child early, there are 
urgent health matters or there is an important 
message. The staff can then carry out their duty-of-
care for your child and other students.  

Bruce Oerman | Principal

     Parent/Carer  
        Cafe      Connect

Oakbank 
Area School

           Join us for OAS Parent/Carer    
     CafeConnect @ Kelsey Cottage 
                       9am every Wednesday!

Lauren Fleming  
SMG Pastoral Care Worker

Oakbank Area 
School
Parents/
Caregivers
Coffee Catch up
9 AM in the 
Café Space 
every Friday!

School Fees

A big thank you to all who have paid 
your School Materials & Services 
Charges for 2021. 
2021 Materials & Services Charges are 
overdue. We ask that any outsanding  
fees are finalised as soon as possible or a 
instalment agreement put in place. The 
School Council appreciates your prompt 
payment in order to avoid formal collection 
procedures.
Payments can be maide via the secure 
Flexischools portal, in full or via instalments, at 
the front office or over the phone.
If you have any questions regarding finances 
and payments, please contact me.
Wendy Hayes | Business Manager



4 RESPONSIBLE. RESPECTFUL. RESILIENT. RESOURCEFUL.

THE RITE JOURNEY IS A YEAR LONG 
PROGRAM DESIGNED TO:

✓  acknowledge & celebrate each student’s shift into adulthood
✓  offer conversations & experiences to guide this transition
✓  foster connections with positive adult role models
✓  educate & include parents/carers in the process
✓    connect students with their strengths & build self-awareness
✓ transform school culture by developing responsibility

WHO AM I REALLY?

Students gain an understanding of themselves 
by exploring self-identity and the expectations 
placed on them by society. Topics include self-
awareness, gender identity and body image.

HOW DO I GET ALONG WITH OTHERS?

This theme assists students in exploring their 
role in relationships. Conversations include 
emotional literacy, listening, non-violence,  
anger management and healthy sexuality.

IS THERE SOMETHING MORE?

Throughout this unit students reflect on some 
of the deeper aspects of life including stillness, 
mindfulness, values, sadness, happiness, 
mortality and wisdom.  

WHAT DO I HAVE TO GIVE?

The final theme prompts students to consider 
their future, what they have to offer the world 
and calls them to responsibility. Topics include 
leadership, intentions, kindness and gratitude.

4 THEMES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:

Middle  
Years
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The Rite Journey

Primary School Events

Compassion Challenge Class 
9B and 9C

Vinnie’s Sleepout! From time to time 
it is easy to forget just how fortunate 
most of us are and we can take 
the simple things in life for granted. 
Therefore it was humbling and truly 
awesome for our boys to decide 
to sleep it rough for one night on 
Thursday 24th June 2021. By choosing 
to sleep out for one night, we will 
experience just a small part of what 
those facing homelessness and 
disadvantage do each and every 
day. Please make a donation, no 
matter how big or small and help our 
students raise money for this cause: 
https://vinnies-sa.grassrootz.com/
oakbank-area-school-sleepout-for-
vinnies. 

If any parents/caregivers would 
like to join us sleeping rough please 
contact melanie.welsh191@schools.
sa.edu.au.

A huge thankyou to Lauren Flemming 
and Hills Baptist Young adults for 
donating and cooking Spaghetti 
bolognaise with the boys for our 
dinner Thursday night. Community 
support is very much valued and is 
for such a great cause.

The Rite Journey upholds the values of courage, collaboration, 
consideration, compassion and commitment and it is the challenge 
component of the Rite Journey that seeks to develop these 
characteristics in our Year 9s to empower them to become young 
men and women.

Compassion Challenge 9A 
and 9C

Act for Peace Ration Challenge! 
Class 9A and 9C for one week, 
will eat the same rations as a 
Syrian refugee living in a camp 
in Jordan. Students will receive 
a ration pack contains a one-
week supply of exactly the same 
food, in almost exactly the same 
quantities, that aid distributes to 
Syrian refugees in urban refugee 
camps in Jordan, along with food 
‘coupons’ for additional rice and 
flour, representative of the food 
coupons some refugees receive 
from aid agencies. 

Once the list of participants have 
been finalised, a login code will be 
distributed so that donations can 
be received. 

For any queries, please contact 
Sarah.Hill520@schools.sa.edu.au.

Balhannah Uniting Church 
Packing Day! 

Class 9A girls will be valuable 
volunteers at the start of June 
packing donated goods to support 
Indigenous communities in Central, 
North and West Australia for Op 
shops and Aged Care facilities. 
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The Push-Up Challenge! Class 9B 
will be taking part in the Push-Up 
Challenge, 1st - 25th June 2021 - 
3,318 push-ups over 25 days to shine 
the spotlight on mental health! The 
Push For Better Foundation aims to 
engage and educate people in 
mental health through connection, 

Helping Australia
#PushForBetter

Mental Health

3,318
PUSH-UPS DAYS

25

Follow us @pushforbetter

Register now at www.thepushupchallenge.com.au

Help us put the spotlight on the 3,318 
Australians who lost their lives to suicide in 2019. (ABS)

Take on the challenge   June 1 - 25 

Join us!

physical activity and education. 
The Push For Better Foundation runs 
The Push-Up Challenge event to 
bring people from different walks 
of life together to push for better 
mental health. Watch the school 
Facebook page for links to follow 
the boys through the challenge!

Courage and Team Challenge Class 9B

Oakbank Area School
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Japanese Word of the Week Challenge

Langauges

Christina Challinger & Kat Thompson 
Languages Teachers

R-9 classes are competing in a Japanese Word of the Week Challenge. 
The challenge involves students, and staff too, using the Japanese word 
in context as much as possible in all of their lessons (not only Japanese 
lessons). Each use of the word is recorded on their class poster. The 
class with the most tally marks wins the title and glory!
We would like to extend this challenge to families. Why not ask your child/ren to 
teach you the Japanese Word of the Week and see which family member can use  
it the most?
Our words of the week are:
 

Week Word Meaning 
3 すごい (sugoi) wow, awesome, amazing 
4 はい (hai) yes 

5 いいえ (iie) no 

6 どうぞ (dōzo) 
here you go- used when handing someone 
something (e.g. handing out a worksheet) or 
when its someone else’s turn (e.g. your turn) 

7 どうも (dōmo) thanks (casual)  

8 おねがいします 
(onegaishimasu) 

please (formal) 

9 すみません (sumimasen) excuse me, sorry 

10 ええっと (eetto) ummm.... - said while thinking. Gives you 
thinking time and fills in the silence. 

 

The challenge is off to a great start. Congratulations to the Middle School winners: 

Week Word Meaning Winner 

3 すごい 
(sugoi) 

wow, awesome, 
amazing 7A and 9A 

4 はい (hai) yes 8A 
 

がんばってください! (ganbattekudasai!- try your best!) 

 Yesははいい (hai) Yes はは
いい (hai) Yes 
どどううぞぞ (dōzo) Thanks)  

(iie) Noいいいいええ (iie) Noいい
いいええ (iie) No
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Science



9

Science

Yr 11/12 Biology MOD excursion

The Sciences

The ability to access technical equipment 
such as DNA gel electrophoresis gave 
students an opportunity to develop hands 
on skills, micro-pipetting samples from a 
mixture of substances, and learning to 
‘read” their “DNA” to identify matching 
results.

UniSA and the SAHMRI have research 
facilities dedicated to studying cancer, 
and have been instrumental in expanding 
a new therapy using genetically modified 
immune “T” cells. Our Year 11’s have been 
researching cancer treatment options, and 
it was exciting to see their enthusiasm for 
understanding the more technical workings 
of these very recent developments. All 
presenters mentioned the positivity and 
enthusiasm of our group, and their learning 
was made evident in their reflections:

“I learned how scientists can 
increase the resistance of malaria on 
mosquitos by using the gene drive”

OAS Year 11 & 12 Biology students had a trip to the Museum of Design 
(MOD) on May 10. They explored the technological advancements in 
genetics that contribute to new processes for dealing with unwanted 
disease carrying mosquitos and using DNA evidence to track and match 
suspects to a crime scene. 
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“I liked that we got to do real forensic 
trials as they would in a lab”
“This was great experience. The 
presenters were really nice and 
approachable and i was able to 
widen my understanding of topics 
taught in class with visual activities”
“I liked all of the forensic science trials 
we did, and the explanation of what 
types of forensic pathways i could 
go into in the future by Rachel, who 
had experience in being a forensic 
technician”
“I really enjoyed the CAR-T cell 
therapy part as it gave me a visual 
idea how CAR-T cells kill cancer cells”
“I liked learning about the recessive 
genes and how they can pass down 
hidden traits”
We look forward to a return visit to UniSA for 
a human physiology workshop with simulated 
patients to diagnose and treat....this is 
planned for Term 4, stay tuned!

Sarah Hill | Teacher
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Yr 9 Science Ecosystems

The Sciences

Students later explored the leaf litter 
and worm farm, using the stereoscopic 
microscopes to identify many of the 
smaller, unseen decomposers in our school 
grounds. Science is all about revealing 
something new!

Sarah Hill | Teacher

Year 9 students studying Ecosystems 
got up close and personal with our 
resident spiny leaf insects. Students 
have been learning about food 
webs and the connections between 
species, including the adaptations 
many organisms have to be 
successful in nature.
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Agriculture  
 & Livestock
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Farm Happenings

Agriculture & Livestock

We’re cleaning up!
If anyone has glanced past Kelsey 
Cottage you will have noticed a hive of 
activity. We are super excited to have 
been able to clean up all our paddocks 
and full steam ahead into regenerating 
the pastures. This means we now have 
a very large bonfire pile (stay tuned for 
term 3 plans…) and firewood for sale 
(contact the front office).
Meat Chickens
A HUGE thankyou to the families 
who have supported the agriculture 
program and purchased our chicken 
meat. A massive shout out to the 
Wellington Pub for their order and I look 
forward to seeing our chicken on their 
menu. We have some 1kg packs of 
Chicken Maryland (frozen) still available 
if anyone is interested.
Adelaide Show
Entries are now open for the Royal 
Adelaide Show and our steers, heifers 
and wethers are all coming along 
nicely. It is really exciting to see the 
effort the Agriculture club students are 

It’s raining, sheep are lambing,  
Happy Days!!!

putting in and it is clearly paying off!  
If any parents/caregivers would like to 
volunteer to be involved please contact 
Melanie.welsh191@schools.sa.edu.au.

Point of Lay Hens
We also have for sale Point of Lay Pullets 
(ISA Browns). Raised at Oakbank from 
day-olds our pullets are now ready to 
start laying and our Free-Range PROOF 
accreditation enterprise is not quite 
ready. All monies raised will go towards 
a mobile chicken trailer. 

Point of Lay  
Hens For Sale
Our ISA Browns pullets are 
vaccinated, wormed and ready 
to start laying!

$20 each 
Please contact the Front Office 
to register your interest.
Collection Thursday afternoons 
or contact Melanie to make 
another time.
8398 7200
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Technology
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AR Welding

Technology

“Last Thursday we went to Regency TAFE 
SA and we learnt about the various future 
jobs in naval ship building. We then were 
lucky enough to use the state-of-the-art 
augmented reality welding equipment. 
The experience offered an inside look on 
the courses we could take in the future if 
we were interested in welding and metal 
fabrication. We embarked on a guided 
tour of the TAFE metal work campus, 
and we got a special inside look of their 
facilities.”

Riley O’Shea and Henry Green 

A big thankyou to Stephen Lucas for 
joining us on the excursion and taking 
photos of the day.  

Maddy Eccleston | Technology Teacher 

On Thursday May 20, a group of year 9 students went on an excursion 
to Regency TAFE where they had the opportunity to try their hand at 
augmented reality welding. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to  
Riley O’Shea and Sunny 
Trost for getting a score 
of 97% on the machines 
– just 1% off the highest 
score achieved so far at 
Regency TAFE!
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ASX Sharemarket Game #1 2021

Programs

Each of these students gained 
knowledge and understanding of how 
the real share market operates and were 
able to put their skills to the test with a 
virtual $50 000 to invest.
During the game, the Australian share 
market made some considerable gains, 
providing some profitable opportunities 
for the savvy investor. In the late stages 
of the game, however, there were some 
periods of significant decline, which had 
some costly consequences for some of 
our student investors.
Four out of our eight students were 
able to generate a profit over the ten-
week game, which was a feat in itself. 
Congratulations must go to our top three 
students (listed to the right).
These three students also made it 
into the Top 100 in South Australia, 
with John placing 89th, Karl placing 
35th and Luqman placing 15th out of 
approximately 1000 students state-
wide. Luqman finished in 442nd place 
out of 30,000 students nation-wide. This 
means he finished in the top 1.5% of all 
competitors, which is a great result!
Well done to all students who 
participated in the game. I hope you 

From the March 11 to May 20 this year, the following 8 students 
participated in the first ASX Schools Sharemarket Game of 2021, 
competing against over 30,000 students from around Australia: 
Beau Adams Maddy Adams
Karl Ballon Elijah Bruce
John Hughes Fletcher Lawrence
Luqman Mohd Yusof Callum van de Velde

 

enjoyed the experience and that I see 
you all again in term 3 for the second and 
final game of the year. Registrations for 
the second game will open on the July 
15, with the game commencing on the 
August 19.

Wayne Mardell
ASX Schools Sharemarket Game 
Facilitator

1st Luqman Mohd Yusof
$3113.83 profit

2nd Karl Ballon 
$2350.93 profit

3rd John Hughes 
$1402.70 profit 
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Daymap Mobile app
Daymap has recently had an upgrade which has made available a new 
Daymap Mobile app for your phone, now with many of the features of the 
full desktop / web version, featuring:

• Push notifications of messages

• View all student information: attendance, reports,  
assessment and results, student records and notes

• Calendars and events

• Book Parent-Teacher Interviews

   How to download and set up your app

Open the website 
Open a browser and navigate to 
https://web.oakbankas.sa.edu.
au/daymapconnect. 

Login with your normal Daymap 
Parent ID username and password 
and then click on the mobile icon at 
the top of your screen.

1 3

2

Set up the app

Open the app, log in when 
prompted with your parentID and 
password. 

Depending on your device, you may 
need to re-enter your credentials for 
the home screen of the app to load. 

8398 7200       dl.0762.icthelp@schools.sa.edu.au

Oakbank
Area School

Download the app 

Click on the link to open your 
device’s store and download the 
Daymap Mobile app.

The app doesn’t ask me to logon! 
If the mobile app doesn’t ask for a 
username and your menus aren’t 
visible, then the mobile app may 
not be “primed” for our school. 

Simply go through Step 1 and 
3 again (you shouldn’t need to 
download the app again) to finish.

Daymap 

is still best 

experienced on a 

computer

The new app gives a  

better experience on  

mobile devices.

I don’t know my Parent 
ID username! 
Email or contact the school 
and we  can give you your 
ID and send an email to 
reset your password.

Troubleshooting
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Community Notices

FFLLAASSHH  SSAALLEE  
FIREWOOD 

 

2 FOR $20 MIXED FIREWOOD 
BAGS 

KINDLING $2.50 
 

WHAT A CRAZY DEAL 
GET IN WHILE STOCK LASTS 

BUY AT THE FRONT OFFICE 
 
 
 

FOR DETAILS CALL (08) 8398 7200 OR EMAIL 
DL.0762.INFO@SCHOOLS.SA.EDU.AU 
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BYOD Handbook 

 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) refers to technology models where students bring a 

personally-owned device to school for the purpose of learning. Our BYOD model is a 

“light-touch” or “open” model where students are able to access the school’s wireless 

network with their personal devices (laptops and tablets) during the school day (with 

classroom teacher approval) allowing students to access our Learning Management 

System, filtered internet, printing and to collaborate with others.  

 
Oakbank Area School is committed to moving 

students forward in a contemporary learning 

environment and many families have already 

chosen this option for their child. Having a 

BYOD program enables OAS to create a 

sustainable way for the school to have every 

student with access to a device.  

A device in the hands of every student 

extends and enriches learning by: 

  
• Shifting instruction towards student 

centred learning, where inquiry and 

authentic learning are emphasized.  

• Focusing on contemporary leaning, 

including critical and creative thinking, 

collaboration, communication, self-

direction, global and cultural 

awareness.  

• Using online learning tools and digital 

content.  

• Increasing student engagement through 

ICT. 

• Creating learning opportunities; 

anytime, anywhere. 

 

From 2020, our existing optional BYOD model for 

Years 7-12 will be expanded, with all year 8s 

being asked to have a BYOD laptop in class by 

Term 3 2020. This will extend into Year 9 in 2021 

and onwards. The BYOD program continues to be 

open to all year levels from Year 7 onwards to 

participate. 

If a student does not already own a suitable 

electronic device, there are two* options 

available: 

1. Recommended Laptops  

Choose from two selected laptop models 

that meet school requirements. 

www.hpshopping.com.au/oakbankbyod 

2. Supply your own BYOD laptop 

Bring an existing laptop or source your 

own. 

 

Principal’s Laptop Access Scheme 

In exceptional circumstances, should you have 

financial impediments to accessing a laptop for 

your child, please enquire with the Principal 

about applying for our Principal’s Laptop Access 

Scheme, where a laptop may be provided during 

school times for limited numbers of students. 

 

 

A device in the hands of every student extends and 
enriches learning by:
 

• Shifting instruction towards student centred learning, where 
inquiry and authentic learning are emphasized. 

• Focusing on contemporary leaning, including critical and 
creative thinking, collaboration, communication, self-
direction, global and cultural awareness. 

• Using online learning tools and digital content. 
• Increasing student engagement through ICT.
• Creating learning opportunities; anytime, anywhere.
 

From 2021, all year 8s and 9s are being asked to have a BYOD 
laptop in class. This will extend into Year 10 in 2022 and onwards. 
The BYOD program continues to be open to all year levels from 
Year 7 onwards to participate.

If a student does not already own a suitable electronic device, 
there are two* options available:

1 Recommended Laptops - HP BYOD Portal
Choose from two HP laptop models  
(Touch & non-touch) selected by the school 
with 3 years warranty and the option of  
accidental damage protection

HP’s website has changed - please use:

store.hp.com/au-en/byod/oakbankbyod

If you use the old website, please use the code 
“OakbankAS” to access our Portal and use the 
eCoupon oakbank5% to get an additional 5% 
discount at checkout

2 Supply your own BYOD laptop

Purchase a device from your preferred reseller - 
please refer to our BYOD Handbook for minimum 
specification requirements and advice

Our updated   
BYOD Handbook,  

with full specifications, 
recommendations and 

details, is available at 
oakbankas.sa.edu.au/

byod-program 
or from the front office

   
 

 
 

Recommended laptops - HP BYOD Portal 
  

hpshopping.com.au/oakbankbyod        or     13 23 47 

Oakbank Area School has partnered with HP to identify the most optimal learning devices for our students. 
Two devices have been selected based on price, specifications, commercial-grade construction and 
longevity of use. Students and friends of the school are able to buy directly from HP via our school’s BYOD 
Portal. Prices are correct at June 2020 - please check on the portal for current pricing after July 01 2020. 
 

  HP Probook x360 435 G7 (Touch) 
 • AMD Ryzen™ 5 4500U APU with Radeon™ Graphics  

(2.3 GHz base clock, up to 4 GHz max boost clock, 8 MB L3 cache, 6 cores) 
• 8 GB DDR4-3200 SDRAM 
• 256GB PCIe® NVMe™ M.2 Value SSD 
• 13.3" diagonal FHD IPS eDP WLED-backlit touch screen with 

Corning® Gorilla® Glass 5 (1920 x 1080) 

 With 3 Years NBD Warranty with Accident Protection  $ 1443.50 

 With only 3 Years NBD Warranty $ 1312.27 

  13.3” Orbus Hard Hardsided Work-In Case $     53.73 

  

  HP Probook 435 G7 (Non-Touch) 

 • Intel® Core™ i5-10210U processor with Intel® UHD Graphics 620  
(1.6 GHz up to 4.2 GHz with Intel® Turbo Boost, 6 MB L3 cache, 4 cores) 

• 8 GB DDR4-2666 SDRAM 
• 256 GB PCIe® NVMe™ SSD 
• 13.3" diagonal HD SVA WLED-backlit non-touch (1366 x 768) 

 With 3 Years NBD Warranty with Accident Protection $ 1266.49 

 With only 3 Years NBD Warranty $ 1086.09 

  13.3” Orbus Hard Hardsided Work-In Case $     53.73 

 
3 Year Warranty included 
Both laptops are covered under a 3-year Next Business Day* (NBD) onsite warranty. Warranty covers 
manufacturer’s defects and failures that occur during normal use of the laptop. Warranties do not cover 
negligence, abuse or malicious damage. Most laptops purchased from retailers have 1 year warrantys. 
*NBD service is dependent on parts availability. 
 

Option for Accidental Damage Protection (ADP) (Highly Recommended) 
Accidental damage is defined as physical damage to a product caused by or resulting from a sudden and 
unforeseen incident, provided such damage occurs in the course of regular use. Cover includes liquid spills 
in or on the unit, drops, falls, and electrical surges, as well as damaged or broken LCDs and broken parts.  
We highly recommend taking out the accidental Damage Protection (ADP) option. This cost is 
approximately one-third of the cost of a screen replacement (including labour) on some models. 

ADP is limited to 3 claims over 3 years. There is a $0 excess fee per claim. Upon complete product replacement,  
ADP agreement terminates. Purchaser can buy ADP cover again that will align to warranty expiry.  

HP ADP Product Disclosure Statement www.hp.com.au/carepack/pds. 

Making a warranty or ADP claim 
The School’s ICT Services will be the first point of contact for any issues (Warranty or ADP) so they can be 
assessed and logged as soon as possible. Parents may also log warranty jobs directly with HP. 
Repairs will be performed onsite by HP Technicians – no need to wait at home or travel to a repairer. 

Good  
all-round 
device 

(non-touch) 

Use code Oakbank5% to activate this pricing 
 

 
 
 

2 in 1 
Convertible 

 
Oakbank Area School
c (08) 8398 7200   m dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au   
w oakbankas.sa.edu.au  F facebook.com/oakbankas

Questions?
Please feel free to contact us should you have any queries. 
m dl.0762.icthelp@schools.sa.edu.au

* see the BYOD Handbook for details of the Principals Laptop Access scheme.


