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 July

W10 MON 
04

Playdate @ Oakbank School 
9.30am

FRI 
08

Family Cultural Morning 
9.00-11.15am 
End of Term 
2.20 Dismissal

School Holidays

W01 MON 
25 Start of Term3

THU 
28

Reconciliation Action Plan 
Meeting  
4.30pm  
See information this issue

FRI 
29

AHSP VET Pathways Day  
9.00am-1:00pm 
Oakbank School Gym

Upcoming Events
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From the 
  Principal

The students organised their own dinner and 
breakfast, listened to presentations from St 
Vincent de Paul representatives and watched 
a movie before bunking down in their swags. 
The presentations discussed the significant 
cause of homelessness being domestic 
violence and how this is being addressed by 

Rite Journey Vinnies Sleepout

Two weeks ago the Year 9 students and a number of hardy staff spent the night 
sleeping out on our top oval to highlight and learn about the homeless.

Vinnies. It was cold and wet but mostly people 
stayed dry even if there was a distinct lack 
of sleep. The energy levels in Wednesday’s 
classes were relatively low and students and 
staff were happy to get home for a shower. 
There is a further article from some of our 
students who participlated later in this issue.

Cyber-safety

The over-arching message on the night was 
to ensure that, as parents, you take control 
of devices and have regular conversations 
with your child about how they use them. 
The anecdotes on the night of how astute 
children can be in maintaining their online 
activities, regardless of parent intentions, 
was amusing but scary. Phones and laptops 
should only be used in a public space of the 
house and parents should know all the pins 

and passwords for their child’s accounts. 
Keep a close eye on the applications 
that children use to ensure they don’t 
have messaging capabilities that can be 
exploited by adults to groom children. 
Use of mobile phones by children seem 
to have become the most divisive issue 
in houses that have teenagers but the 
message was to take control while 
children are still in primary school. 

A number of parents attended the Cyber-safety workshop at the Onkaparinga 
Football Club clubrooms two weeks ago where a Cybersafe Families presenter 
provided practical advice on how to manage digital devices in the home. 

Change from School Council to Governing Council

Last Thursday, School Council ratified special resolutions to adopt a new 
constitution and a new name to turn the previously known Oakbank Area 
School Council Inc. into Oakbank School Governing Council Inc. 

This change is in line with the requirements of 
the latest Education Act. The new constitution 
allows for Council to appoint community 
members to make up its full complement of 

eleven members. If you are interested, please 
contact our Front Office and Chair of Council 
Alistair MacPherson or I will get back to you.

Bruce Oerman
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Healthy     
   Lifestyles
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We arrived at 9:30am and finished at 2:30pm. 
We did the hike in groups, some walking, 
others running. 

Some students did the hike twice! 

Before we left for our hike we were given 
rocks to carry. Each rock represented one 
childish behaviour. Once everyone had 
finished and was at the summit, we wrote the 
childish behaviours on the rocks and threw 
them off the summit to symbolically let go 
of any unwanted behaviours. After having an 
assortment of wraps and fruit for lunch we 
returned to school - we were all very tired. 

On May 6 the Year 9s went to Mount Lofty to go on a hike for our Rite Journey 
course as part of the Healthy Lifestyles program. The purpose of the hike 
was to challenge ourselves and to spend time thinking about the childish 
behaviours we do as young students and focus on letting them go as we 
transition to more mature young adults. 

Rite Journey Hiking Mt Lofty

“...most students supported 
one another with the climb, often 
providing encouraging words. It 

was great to see the Year 9 cohort 
working together”. 

Ms Thompson

“I’m proud of myself and my peers 
as we all made it to the top,  

it was a good experience  
and I would like to do it again.” 

Charli Plummer

Charli Plummer, Rylie Sandercock &  
Mya Moore. 

“I personally enjoyed the day 
and it’s a great experience. 

It’s a long walk but it’s rewarding 
at the end.” 

Rylie Sandercock
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Students had to prepare and cook pumpkin 
soup for dinner which they all ate in the café. 

Dinner was followed by a presentation 
about the life of homeless people on our 
streets presented by Umas from Vinnies. 
He spoke about the percentage of people 
in disadvantaged situations and explained 
scenarios of those who have been forced 
out of their home. The group discussed the 
barriers that homeless people face including 
isolation from services and those who do not 

On Tuesday June 21 at 5 o'clock  the year 9 students and staff members arrived 
for a sleepout to raise money and awareness for the homeless by participating 
in the Vinnie’s sleepout. 

Rite Journey Vinnies Sleepout

“It wasn’t a cold night however, 
it was raining. After we arrived at 
school we carried our swags up to 
the top oval where the campfire 

was. Most of the students camped 
on the oval and a few chose to 

sleep in the hall.”

“We all sat down in front of the 
tables and ate big portions of the 

soup, we were still hungry and 
this gave us perspective on how 

difficult it is for the homeless  
to access food.” 

know where to go for help. Umas presented 
the Year 9s with Vinnies beanies.

After the talk we took part in a ‘privilege 
walk’ organised by Ms Thompson. The goal of 
the Privilege walk activity is to acknowledge 
that not everyone is starting their academic 
life from the same place. Ms Thompson says 
“the exercise was designed to help students 
recognise and unpack different sorts of 
privilege within society”.

Soon after, we all watched The Pursuit of 
Happiness, a movie showing the effects of 
poverty and how quickly they could happen. 
After the wonderful activities all the students 
and staff headed up to the fire to relax. 

The year 9’s made this their night, having 
a blast as the night went on. The students 
were very well behaved and respected the 
speakers. This night will be unforgettable. We 
all are very thankful for Vinnie’s for taking 
time out of their nights to come and speak 
to us about homelessness and how lucky 
we all are to be where we are right now. 
We appreciate the teachers and staff who 
dedicated their night to ensure we all had a 
good time and they made it a great learning 
experience for us. 

Caleb Norman, Seth Chandler,  
Josh Cooke & Jac Cowell 
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Representing Oakbank was Zara Macpherson, 
Kayleigh Hubbert, Sarah Mason, Grace Jolly, 
Chrystal Smith, May Mansfield, Jana Tonkin, 
and Kaia Smith.

An underdone team thanks to limited 
opportunities to train (and some late changes 
due to illness) turned up eager to take it to 
some high quality competition in St Francis & 
Birdwood. A special thanks to Jana Tonkin for 
organising last minute replacements to ensure 
we had a team to put on the court. 

While results on the day didn’t go our way, 
there were plenty of smiles and highlights 
throughout the day. The team improved a 
lot from start to finish and were 4th quarter 
specialists coming home strong in game one 
against St Francis to double their score in 
the final term, and scoring double figures to 
round out the Birdwood game.

On Thursday June 9,  11/12 students made the trek to St Francis de Sales 
College to compete in Knockout Netball against St Francis & Birdwood.

11/12 Knockout Netball

We couldn’t fault the team’s efforts, 
improving quickly on feedback and exceeding 
the goals we set. It was a great effort from 
the team with limited preparation and they 
managed to get the most out of themselves 
despite playing in new roles and with limited 
rotations after Chrystal Smith suffered a bad 
ankle injury early in game two. 

With Ms Duddy unfortunately ill in the lead 
up a big thanks to Ms Kaesler for organising 
everyone last minute and scoring on the 
day. An additional thanks to Ms Loveday for 
supporting on the day and Steve for driving us 
around.

Mitchell Walton 
PE Pre Service Teacher, Flinders Uni

 

Join us for 
Breakfast  

Club!
 

8:20am - 8:40am  
Monday to Thursday! 

Come join us for a  
free breakfast on the 

Mattner verandah  
 

Its the perfect way to kick off  
your day with some hot 

toast, cereal, fruit or a milo.

 
OAKBANK SCHOOL  8398 7200

154 Onkaparinga Valley Rd, Oakbank SA 5034
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We played against two teams, both games 
were coached by Ms Thompson with the 
assistance of Seth Heffernan and refereed by 
Micah Mrazek. 

The team consisted of: Leroy Ashby, Orlando 
Langbein, Ari Van De Velde, Kieran Welsh, 
Austin Reece, Bailey Potezny, Toby files, 
Connor Johnson, Elijah keanelly, Jackson 
Schapel, Isaiah Pridham.

In the first game our players were a bit 
nervous, but it was a close game against 
Plympton International. They played very well 
for their first time together competitively 
and the game proved to be a challenge 
and, sadly, they lost. The second game was 
against Oceanview College this game was 
not so close, but they showed a lot of heart 
and good sportsmanship and didn’t give up 
throughout the whole game. 

In the end we were all very proud of them 
and although they lost they had a lot of fun. 
I want to thank Ms Thompson for taking us 

On June 6 the year 7/8 basketballers along with their two-favourite year 9s 
Micah and Seth, went to Plympton International School to play in a basketball 
tournament. 

7/8 Basketball

to McDonald’s after the game but mostly for 
taking us to the game and training the team 
beforehand.

Seth Heffernan & Micah Mrazek. 

“This is one of the best groups 
I have taken to a basketball 

tournament. All team members 
had positive attitudes and 

performed with integrity. Not only 
did this group show respect for 

their fellow team mates but also 
the opposition and I felt honoured 
to be their coach. Seth Heffernan 
was an excellent assistant coach 

and showed great leadership 
with the younger students. Micah 

Mrazek is very knowledgeable 
about the rules of basketball so it 
was an easy choice to have him 

represent our school as a referee.”
Ms Thompson
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On June 1 we started the Push Up 
Challenge to raise awareness on 
mental health and suicide. We each 
completed 3000 push ups or other 
exercises through the term all the 
way up to the June 24. 

Many people volunteered and many more 
people all over the country as well. Everyday 
our homeroom teacher would read out a daily 
fact that the Push Up Challenge provided. 
We learnt lots from this challenge and had 
lots of fun. Many of us were sore but we kept 
persisting and giving our best.

Our class chart showing our push-up tally is 
on the right.

7B Push Up Challenge

Katie and Thien

Well done to our 7B Team:

Jahrell Hannah Cohen Mr Cottle
Jackson Sara Riley Miss Challinger
Declan Abby Tyler Alex
Loxton Logan Dan 
Kate Thien Isaiah
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Dan showed us through The House of 
Assembly where the students participated 
in a mock debate about mobile phones in 
schools. We also sat in the viewing balcony 
for The Legislative Council as well as a range 
of different rooms throughout the building. 
Dan provided students with a great depth of 
information about the history of the building, 
roles and responsibilities and some traditions 
of parliament. The students asked a range of 
interesting questions and enjoyed learning 
about how they can contribute to local issues.  

We followed this with a visit to the 
Planetarium, located at the Uni SA Mawson 
Lakes campus. Here we learned about 
constellations and planets, looking at real 
time images projected onto the domed 
ceiling. We watched a short movie about 
extreme weather on the different planets. 
Students enjoyed sitting in the cinema style 
chairs, tilted back to watch the night sky as it 
zoomed through space.  

Nikki Kearton

On Monday June 27, the 4/5 class went on excursion. First, we visited 
Parliament House where we were treated to a personal tour by the Honourable 
Mr Dan Cregan, representative for Kavel and the Speaker of the House of 
Assembly. 

Parliament House & the Planetarium



14

Students participated in a mock trial: the 
case of Regina vs Harry Potter. The simulated 
court case teaches students trial procedure 
and content. Through the mock trial students 
developed an understanding of the people 
involved in a courtroom, their functions, the 
importance of rules in insuring fairness of the 
proceeding, and the importance of witnesses 
and jurors in determining the facts of the 
case. I was very impressed at the commitment 
to the case with some students choosing 
to follow the dress code including suits and 
ties. Students participated as lawyers for the 
defence and prosecution, witnesses, judge, 
court clerk, defendant and jurors. 

Overall, I was pleased with the practical 
experience the students received in the 
running of a court case, viewing persuasive 
arguments and the way the students took on 
their roles with excitement and eagerness was 
a great outcome. 

Ms Thompson

This term students in 7A have been learning about civic education and the term 
justice using research and case studies to gain a better understanding of the 
judicial process. 

7A Humanities - What is Justice?
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When we arrived, the students were 
immediately put to work, pairing off with 
members of our community to sort through 
bags and boxes of donated goods. After a 
quick pitstop of tea and homemade cookies 
we learned all about the annual donation and 
collection process, with items coming from 
across the state to one of three packing sites, 
Balhannah being the final destination before 
they are delivered to remote communities 
including Ernabella, Oodnadatta, Alice 
Springs, Tennant Creek, Elcho Island and 
many more. The students were then able to 
pack some of the boxes that would be sent to 
individuals and families, which they did with 
incredible care and thoughtfulness, thinking 
of the lives these gifts would impact. In fact, 
they seemed to be so engrossed in the project 
it was hard to pull them away when we had to 
leave to return to school! I am very proud of 

On June 7 some of our year 9 students walked down to Balhannah Uniting 
Church to volunteer and help sort through what was a mountain of clothing, 
linen and other household items. 

National Packing Day

the effort the students put in and am thankful 
for the welcome the Balhannah Uniting 
community showed us. Finally, a big thank you 
to Bev Crispe for inviting us along and I am 
sure we will be back again next year. 

Ryan Matulick  
Pastoral Care Worker 
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Twenty-seven students from Years 7-11 took 
this opportunity, breaking into groups of 3-4 
to address several real world engineering 
issues such as:

• Providing adequate power supply to meet 
changing community demand

• Building a bionic "grasping" hand

• Constructing & testing an earthquake 
proof tower

• Developing efficient rail networks to meet 
demand

• Communicating complex messages using 
fibre optics

• Building a weight bearing bridge using 
light, inexpensive materials.

• Constructing a "Rover" style vehicle to 
traverse 'Martian landscapes'

Finally it's back! The Science & Engineering Challenge returned nationwide this 
year, held at Flinders University for schools across the state to compete across 
8 challenges on one day...testing team work, creativity and the ability to solve 
problems with a sense of humour!

Science & Engineering Challenge

"...it was fun, i liked the free food 
and building the bridge"

"Thank you for letting us come 
along, i really enjoyed the  

Electra-city, it was fun and I 
enjoyed my team"
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What an impressive, mature and 
independent selection of students! Our 
students conducted themselves with 
respect and positivity, not afraid to trial new 
ideas and struggle with the challenges.

This day tests not only their capacity for 
problem solving, but more often the need 
for collaboration, listening and discussion. 
This is a real obstacle to progress, and 
tested a number of groups unable to find 
a harmonious starting point or group 
understanding. 

Sarah Hill

"...it challenged me to think 
outside of the box, our tower 

ended up holding the most 
weights. I would recommend  this 

for other students"

"I liked the Helter Skelter  
challenge because we worked as a 

team, it was fun"
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As we learned more about DNA structure 
and differences in the classroom, this 
workshop allowed us to appreciate the many 
applications this knowledge has to areas such 
as forensics, paternity testing, environmental 
tracking of species for conservation, poaching, 
and identification in markets.

Students were able to access the university 
labs to separate DNA according to lengths of 
fragments unique to each individual, creating 
what is known as a DNA fingerprint. This 
process uses minute quantities of DNA taken 
from victims/specimens and compared with 
that from suspects. Once we got our heads 
around the use of the micropipettes it was 
"tips on" and precise hand eye coordination 
time. The students did an excellent job of 
participating in discussions and lab work, 
and as you can see from the photos, it was 
focused work.

Following a brief tour of the campus, with 
special attention to the many food outlets 
available at Flinders, our afternoon session 
began. This involved modelling the progress 
of several bird species colonising small coastal 
islands, tracking the survival rates, breeding 
success and the altering characteristics of 
the remaining bird species. This simulation of 
natural selection and evolutionary processes 
demonstrates the devastating effect that feral 
species can have on an island nation, a fact 
that has already been seen here in Australia 
over the last 200+ years!

As their comments indicate, the day was a 
great success, lots of fun, lots of learning, 
and an opportunity for our senior students 
to explore further learning opportunities and 
connect their classroom learning to real world 
science.

Sarah Hill

Oakbank's Year 11 /12 Biology students welcomed back the opportunity to 
attend a workshop at Flinders University earlier this month. 

11/12 Biology Excursion

"I liked learning how crime scenes 
inspect and differentiate DNA"

"I really enjoyed learning what 
forensic scientists do to solves 

cases, however i am a bit stressed 
about my career, as now i am stuck 

between options!"

"This was my first time at a 
university and I'm just realising 

that it was a monumental moment 
in my life, for i now know 100% 

that i want to go to Uni when i am 
older. What for? I don't know..."

"I thought it was very interesting, 
especially the DNA part. I liked the 
information about how to get into 

Uni and the different pathways, 
which makes it less stressful"
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On Friday June 10 the Year 9 cohort travelled to the Adelaide Zoo for a 
combined Science and Geography day. The topics we were studying involved 
animal adaptations with consideration to biomes and habitats they survive. 

Yr 9 Zoo Excursion

We also examined food security and the 
clearing of land for the production of palm oil 
and how that will affect animals around the 
world. 

We left school around 9am and returned 
around 3pm, giving us plenty of time 
to explore the zoo to find the relevant 
information about each topic in order to 
complete the work booklets. Ms Thompson 
had arranged for us to discover the zoo at our 
own pace which gave us time to look at the 
animals and information that interested us. 

“Overall, it was a good day 
and we all had fun. Some of 

my favourite animals were the 
monkeys and otters.” 

Zac

“I learned about the palm oil 
production and how much it is used 

on a daily basis. I also found the 
tigers interesting because it was 

feeding time. I really enjoyed the bird 
show, it was amazing how the  

birds flew really low to us  
and knew all the signals to fly 

towards the keeper.” 
Grace

“It was great how we were able to 
have the time to view animals of 

our choice and extend our  
learning further.” 

Liam

We want to thank the teachers and staff who 
arranged our excursion. We learned a lot and 
it was great to get out of the classroom to 
explore. 

Grace Jolly, Liam Mason & Zac Flavell 



21Enterprise  
           Market

Year 7 & 8 Enterprise students will be holding a market during weeks 3 & 4 next 
term, selling products that they have designed, sourced and created themselves.

The first wave of 
the campaign  

has arrived!

More details on 
these and other 
exiting products 

(and how to 
purchase them both 

onsite and online)  
coming week 1!
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Totoro is a 1988 Japanese animated fantasy 
film animated by Studio Ghibli which is a 
Japanese film studio headquartered in Tokyo. 
It is best known for its animated feature 
and short films and is very popular among 
Japanese people. 

The Reception/1 students created their own 
drawings of Totoro freehand and a paper 
craft Cat bus. The Cat bus is a large, grinning, 
twelve-legged cat with a hollow body that 
serves as a bus, complete with windows and 
seats covered with fur and a large bushy tail. 
I was very impressed with the final product 
from our students at Oakbank. 

Ms Thompson

Students in Reception/1 Japanese have been learning Japanese vocabulary, 
sentences, art and culture through Studio Ghibli’s movie Totoro.  

R/1 Japanese
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On Wednesday June 22 we headed down to Adelaide for a very special quiz. 
Some of whom participated in the quiz were Euniz, Chloe, Evie, Max, Blaike and 
John, also Lilly participated in the training sessions. 

Yr 6 Japanese Quiz Day

At the start of the day we had a quiz which 
included hiragana, geography, kanji, culture 
and more. There was eight rounds in total and 
the quiz was very fun! After the quiz we went 
to china town in Adelaide and got ramen and 
sushi. Unfortunately, Kawaii (a Japanese store) 
was closed, so we went on a search to find 
another store. We ended up walking for a half 
hour only to find out it was closed! Yet, we 
still had our ramen to look forward too. The 
food tasted amazing and was thankfully still 
warm when we arrived back at school. 

Our teacher for this fun day was Ms. 
Challinger or Challinger Sensei. We all enjoyed 
the day and hope to be able to do it again!

Carmelina

"Sushi for the first time." 
Max

"Lots of food!"
Blaike

"Good food!"
John

"Meeting new people and 
remembering learning from  

years ago"
Evie

"Food and Japanese words." 
Euniz
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Week Word Meaning Winner 
5 すてき (suteki) Fantastic, nice 7B 
6 いっしょに (isshoni) Together  7A 
7 ノート (nōto) Notebook 7A 
8 やすみじかん (yasumi jikan) Recess 8B 

 

 

Growing Futures

 

oakbankas.sa.edu.au  8398 7200

emily.playford37@schools.sa.edu.au

THURSDAY
4.30pm 

Oakbank 
School Café

JUL
28

Join our  
Journey to 
Reconciliation 

Our Reconciliation Action Plan will 
detail Oakbank School’s commitment to 
reduce the gap in educational outcomes 

between Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students and non-Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander students. 

As a RAP working group, we will create  
our commitments to action that will lead  

us to our visions for reconciliation. 

To ensure our Reconciliation Action Plan 
reflects the true vision of the Oakbank School 

community, we need representatives from 
every part of our community, including 

parents/carers and wider family, students, 
school staff, and wider Oakbank community. 

The first meeting will be held on Thursday July 
28 at 4:30pm in the Café at Oakbank School. 

If you are interested in joining Oakbank 
School’s Reconciliation Action Plan working 
group or are unable to attend the meetings 

but wish to be kept up to date on our 
reconciliation journey,  

please email Emily Playford at  
emily.playford37@schools.sa.edu.au. 
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oakbankas.sa.edu.au   
8398 7200
dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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oakbankas.sa.edu.au  8398 7200

dl.0762.icthelp@schools.sa.edu.au

Are you  
connected  

to Daymap?
Daymap Connect is our Parent Portal
It allows parents to securely message teachers, 
see student assignments and attendance,access 
the school calendar, book interviews and more... 

 

oakbankas.sa.edu.au/guides 
8398 7200 

dl.0762.icthelp@schools.sa.edu.au 

   

 
 

 

 Daymap Connect 
https://oakbank.daymap.net/daymapconnect 
Daymap Connect is our Parent Portal and provided parents with messaging, see student 
assignments and attendance and school information. Students use Daymap (Learning) on a 
different address.  

 

Access Daymap Connect via a Website 

   Visit https://oakbank.daymap.net/daymapconnect  

Visit http://www.oakbankas.sa.edu.au 
The link is also available via our website. Select the Links & Resources 
Menu. This Learning Resources page contains guides and links to other 
online resources and guides. Select Daymap (Parents) 
 

Daymap Mobile App 
The Daymap App is useful for using Daymap on a mobile Device. It allows easy messaging and 
access to student information. The web version gives greater functionality. 
 

Install To set up the Daymap Mobile App, visit the web version (see above) 
and click on the         menu at the top, select Download App and you 
will be taken to your device’s store. You may need to repeat this 
process if you are not prompted to login when the app downloads. 

Sign In 
Each parent has their own Daymap Connect username (or Parent ID). This is usually the first four 
letters of your surname and two numbers eg Robin Bland’s username may be BLAN01. 

You can receive your Username and set a password by: 

Receiving an email or SMS invitation from the school 
New parents may receive an email which has your Username (Parent ID) and a link to set a 
password. The school can also resend this link if you contact us either by phone or email. 
Once you have set your password you can log on to DaymapConnect with these details. 

 

DaymapConnect Self-service Password Reset 
You can request new account details / password reset by visiting the DaymapConnect  
(Parents) website and selecting the Forgot your password? link. When prompted, enter the 
email address registered with the school at enrolment and the Student ID of one of your 
children (your child should be able to provide this).  
Once details have been entered, click on Reset password. An email invitation with your 
Username (Parent ID) and a link to set a password will be sent to your registered email. 

Daymap Connect – Logging On 
Parents 

IT Services 
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Parents & Caregivers     
oakbank.daymap.net/daymapconnect


