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 August

W6 MON 
29 Wear it Purple Day

 September

W7 MON 
05

Student Free Day 
Staff Berry Street Traning Day 4

TUE 
06 School Closure Day

Wed-Fri Book Fair

W8 THU 
14

School Council Meeting 
6.30pm

WED 
21 Mobile Library Visit

THU 
22 School Dentist Visit

W10 TUE 
27

10/12 Senior School Subject 
Discussions

WED 
28 R-9 Student-Led Discussions

THU 
29 R-9 Student-Led Discussions

FRI 
29 End of Term 3

Upcoming Events

Growing Futures

Term 3
Student Free Day +  

School Closure 
Trauma-aware positive education
Approach & Strategies

MONDAY 
STUDENT FREE DAY 

Staff will be undertaking 
Session 4 of Berry Street 

Training 

SEPT
05

TUESDAY 
SCHOOL 

CLOSURE DAY 
“Show Day”

SEPT
06

Term 3 Week 7
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From the 
  Principal

A Big Book Week!

What a huge week of “all things reading” it has been.

We have had a significant focus on reading in our improvement plan this year 
and started ‘reading for pleasure’ for reception to year 9, so it was logical that 
we had to turn Book Week into a big deal.

It has been epic. On Monday we had cake 
decorating and take-home packs including 
free books.

The students had an opportunity to write 
their own 50 word limit story on Tuesday 
with the theme of book week “Dreaming 
with eyes open”. There were some 
outstanding stories.

A read-around on Wednesday included 
parents, teachers and secondary students 
reading to our primary students and 
children visiting from Oakbank Kindy. In 
the evening we had the family quiz night 
with about 150 courageous souls battling it 
out for the quiz and the honour of fleeing 
from the escape rooms. The challenge was 
extreme with many needing a few hints.

On Thursday we had buddy reading 
followed by a whole-school assembly on 
Friday where we celebrated the week 
and had an opportunity to show off the 
amazing array of dress-ups in our favourite 
book characters.

So many people have contributed to 
the events this week. Parents have been 
baking, developing costumes and taking 
time from their busy schedules to attend 
functions. The students worked hard on 
their reading, writing, costume making and 

setting up events. The staff have again gone 
‘above and beyond’ in organising the activities 
and attending in their own time. Thank you to 
everyone for making this a magical week for 
our students.

Bruce Oerman
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The night started with a free bbq dinner with 
delicious salads made by some of our high 
school students. 

Next we had a family quiz which was hosted 
by one of our pre-service teachers, Mr. Peter 
Ellis. At the end of the night the winning quiz 
teams we announced. The winning team was 
the Oldfield and Bauer families. The runners-
up prize went to the Jones, Millington and 
Hocking families. 

Congratulations to those families!

After the quiz the themed escape rooms in 
the library were open for families who were 
ready to take on the challenge and try to 
“escape” in time. The prizes for the fastest 

Family Games Night
Last Wednesday we held our first Oakbank Family Games Night. 150 students, 
staff and families enjoyed a night full of fun, games and literacy! 

times went to the Bettio family and the 
Hyland family. Congratulations!

In the hall we had games set up for families 
to play, themed reading and play areas, as 
well as dessert stalls which we run by our year 
5/6 students. We hope everyone enjoyed the 
night. A big thank you to many staff for the 
incredible effort they put in to make the night 
happen. 

Tracey Ward
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Book Week
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Students across the school were invited to make a 
cake or cupcakes in the theme of a book or book 
character. Students then voted for their favourite 
and waited patiently until break time for their 
choice of cake to eat. 

Thank you to all of the students and families who 
supported this activity. It was a wonderful morning 
and a fun way to start the week.

Tracy Ward | Primary Leader

Book Week Cake Decorating Competition
Students had a great time on Monday viewing all of the amazing cake creations 
that were brought into school to start our Book Week celebrations. 



8

       BOOK WEEK 
  Dress-up Day 
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       BOOK WEEK 
  Dress-up Day 
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1st Prize
Peculiar sounds of happiness disposes of 
my boredom and suddenly the glacial chair 
below evaporates. Class is seemingly distant 
like a nightmare as my head fills with happy 
thoughts of the past with hope for the future. 
Seconds later I’m in class staring blankly at the 
work ahead of me.

May  (Yr 11)

2nd Prize
Buzz stepped down with his heavy grey boot. 
Dust slowly floated into the air. His boot laid 
a footprint in the cosmic dirt. He looked onto 
the horizon and saw the earth, a marble 
in space. Suddenly Buzz Aldrin was kicked 
awake by his crewmate. "Get up, we are 
here!"

Henry (Yr 10) 

3rd Prize 
I  can see my body asleep, but I can't move. 
I see my lips but I can't speak. My face 
twitches in my slumber, what am I dreaming 
about? I feel a tingling sensation shiver down 
my body. Was something happening? With a 
jolt, I wake up. Just a dream.

Astina (Yr 7) 

Class 4/5 Prize
There once was a lost black cat called 
Midnight. She likes to explore. she's curios, 
but Midnight is a nice cat. Midnight was 
just walking alone when she heard barking. 
She turned around and saw an angry dog. 
Midnight climbed up a tree and it left 
Midnight alone.

Delilah (Yr 5)

Class 2/3 Prize
My name is Milly. Today I day dreamed in an 
important test. I was day dreaming about 
dragons, fairies, pixies and lots of magical 
things! I even saw dinos! It was so fun. Then I 
remembered the test! I screamed in my head, 
then realised I had already done it!

Lil (Class 2/3)

Class 5/6 Prize
Alone on a beautiful tropical beach, a 
little girl, kind-hearted and thoughtful was 
dreaming of a better world. A world where 
everyone could get along. Peace and love 
instead of war. Co-operation instead of 
violence. A world without problems. Maybe, 
just maybe, she could make it happen. She 
hoped so.

Chloe (Yr 6)

During Book Week,  
Oakbank School held a  

50 word story competition 
based on the theme of  

"Dreaming with eyes open..."
Here are our winners!

       BOOK WEEK 
 50 Word    
   Story   
Competition
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Staff Prize
Silhouttes cast by the pale moonlight 
guide you deep into the unknown. 
Rustling Leaves, a guttural growl chill 
you to your bone. Panicked screams 
hushed by an attack from above! The 
blow catching you unaware. When in the 
bush be sure to look out for the deadly, 
ferocious... DROP BEAR!

Mr Mardell

A cover re-design competition 
was also held.

Congratulations to our  
First and Second Prize winners!

           BOOK WEEK 
 Cover re-design     
    Competition

1st Prize   
            Katie

2nd Prize  
Kaia
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oakbankas.sa.edu.au  8398 7200

dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Senior School 
Subject Discussions

Growing Futures

  Light refreshments will be available  
                  no bookings necessary!

Oakbank School Hall

Tuesday 27 September 2022

3.45pm till 7.00pm
All Senior School Parents (Years 10 to 12)  

are invited to join our staff to participate in  
Senior Student Subject Discussions. 

All senior teachers will be available to  
have a subject discussion with each  

student and parent that attends. 

 

Now in  

Week 10! 

No bookings 

required!

 
Support  provided on the night to complete VET applications and obtain  a USI

 

oakbankas.sa.edu.au  8398 7200

dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Reception to Year 9  
Student-Led Discussions

Growing Futures

We look forward to seeing you!

Wednesday 28 Sept  
2.45pm till 7.00pm

Thursday 29 Sept   
3.45pm till 7.00pm

Student-Led Discussions provide an opportunity to 
communicate with our families and empower our students to 

develop specific learning goals for improvement.
 

Now in  Week 10!Bookings  open during  week 7-8
Check your email or Daymap for details

Bookings are required for this event -  
please book via Daymap Connect. 

 
(Booking and Daymap guides available on our 
website under Links and Resources - Guides)
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Their dessert needed to be based on a 
book theme and provide a minimum of 12 
serves. Students worked in teams to create 
their product, work out costings, develop 
promotional materials, set up an attractive 
stall and prepare and sell their products. All 
business teams sold out of desserts in the 
first half of our Family Games Night, which 
they were extremely proud of. Thank you to 
everyone who supported the students in their 
dessert business challenge, particularly the 
year 5/6 parents. 

5/6 Book Week Dessert Business
As a part of the year 5/6 Business and Economics strand of HASS students were 
given the challenge of creating their own dessert business to launch during 
Book Week. 
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Sports
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The students have been looking at the 
following-

• Various grips.
• Forehand and backhand shots.
• Serving rules.
• Singles play and doubles play variations 

and tactics.

We would all like to thank Oakbank's 
Groundsman/Handyman Darren Welsh who 
worked wonders on the tables to get them 
back to a suitable playing standard. We no 
longer require wood chocks to hold them up 
and make the tables straight. His expertise 
was much appreciated. 

This better quality of table has assisted Mr 
Wiss to maintain his dominance over every 
student... apart from Riley O'Shea who is just 
far too good.

The improvement in students’ knowledge of 
the game and playing ability has been quite 
large throughout the unit.

Shane Wissell | PE Teacher.

All Year 10 PE classes have been studying Table Tennis over the past few weeks 
in the school Hall.

Year 10 Table Tennis
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The competition consisted of 6 games over 
the course of the day. Oakbank School played 
against Aldgate Primary School, Birdwood 
Primary School, Nairne Primary School, 
Bridgewater Primary School, Echunga Primary 
School Meadows Primary School.

All of the girls should be very proud of their 
achievements, considering that only one of 
the girls had played an actual game of AFL 

On Wednesday 17 August, 8 brave Year 4/5/6 girls from Oakbank School 
travelled to the Echunga Football Oval, in wet and cold conditions, to 
participate in the Crows Cup AFL 9’s Hills competition, run by players from the 
Adelaide Crows AFLW team. 

Crows Cup

before and we were one player down for the 
whole day of competition. They all showed 
great enthusiasm and their skills improved 
immensely from the first game to the last.

Once again, thank you to bus driver Steve 
for transporting us to the event and taking 
photos on the day.

A big thank you to Seth Heffernan and Seth 
Chandler for helping out on the day as 
coaches and scorers.

Tori Kaesler | PE Teacher 
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Eight primary schools were in attendance, 
split into two groups of four. Games were two 
12-minute halves.

To make things fair for all our boys in 
attendance, they were split into 2 groups of 
5, playing 6 minutes each in the first half and 
then split into 2 different groups of 5 playing 
6 minutes each in the second half. All groups 
were evenly matched in ability.

Our first game against Mt Barker was very 
close with Mt Barker winning 15pts to 6pts. 
Bodhi scored all our points.

Our second game was against St Peters. They 
defeated us 24 pts to 10pts. Scoring was 
shared between Bodhi, Asher, Aiden and Alex.

Our third game was a loss to Aldgate 24pts 
to 12pts. Bodhi, Aiden and Chalie shared the 
scoring.

On Wednesday 10 August Oakbank School sent 10 boys to the Mt Barker 
Recreation Centre for a Round Robin Year 5/6 Boys Basketball Competition. 

5/6 Boys Basketball

After the minor round we finished 4th in 
our group, meaning our last game would 
be against the 4th team in the other group, 
which happened to be Goolwa. This game 
turned out to be an enthralling game of 
Basketball which either school could have 
won. Goolwa just got over us 23pts to 21pts. 
Scorers for us in this game were Bodhi, Alex, 
Aiden and Bailey.

The boys should be proud of their 
performances on the day. Their attitude and 
sportsmanship were commented on positively 
by 2 other schools we competed against. This 
is a great reward to them.

A big thankyou to Year 9 boy, Micah Mrazek, 
for coming along and helping with the team 
and other duties on the day. His assistance 
was much appreciated.

Shane Wissell | Basketball Coach. 
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Mr Cottle spent many weeks training the 
boys for the competition, but unfortunately 
got ill on the day of the competition, so was 
replaced by Mr Wiss.

Seven schools were programmed in for the 
day, but disappointingly three schools pulled 
the pin on the day. That left four schools to 
battle it out -  Oakbank, Mt Barker, Roma 
Mitchell, and Craigmore.

On Thursday 11 August Oakbank students travelled to the Campbelltown Rec 
Centre for a round robin Year 7/8 Boys Futsal competition.

7/8 Boys Futsal

the half. Our goal scorer was Lockie who got a 
free kick due to the opposition goalie handling 
the ball outside of their half circle. He didn't 
miss his opportunity, much to the delight of 
his teammates.

Our last game was against Mt Barker who 
had also experienced big losses to the other 
two schools. It was a great, even game of 
Futsal that could have gone either way. At one 
point the score was 5 all. Unfortunately, we 
ended up losing to them 7-5. Hamish had an 
exceptional game scoring 4 goals while Austin 
got the other one. Some of Hamish's solo 
efforts to score were right up there with what 
we had seen from boys from the other two 
schools.

That put us in 4th place at the end of the 
minor round, with another game against Mt 
Barker to decide 3rd and 4th. We gave them 
a big start and they were up 4-1 at the half. 
The second half was very even, they ended 
up winning 6-3. Hamish scored all 3 goals for 
us, taking his tally for the day to 7. The boys 
were not disgraced. They kept their heads up 
in the face of adversity and continually tried 
their best. They also never kept smiling and 
enjoying the day.

With time left at the end of the day due to the 
no shows Oakbank and Roma Mitchell mixed 
their players up together and had a friendly 
game. The boys loved playing with the highly 
talented boys from Roma Mitchell. The spirit 
of the game was a delight.  

It really was a great day out for all involved.

Shane Wissell

Our team was made up of AFL footballers, 
with one player who played soccer. But the 
lads were super keen and did possess some 
good skills. They came down to earth quickly 
though when they were suddenly playing 
against other boys who lived and breathed 
soccer 24/7.

Our first game was against Craigmore. We lost 
18-0 but improved heaps in the second half as 
we were down 16-0 at half time.

Our second game was against Roma Mitchell, 
who ended up winning the days carnival. We 
lost to them 26-1 after being down 19-0 at 
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Zina represented Australia in both Beach 
Volleyball and Indoor Volleyball. She is 
currently assisting her husband in coaching 
the Vietnam National Volleyball team as well 
as running a successful fitness and training 
business and being a mother to a busy 2-Year-
old daughter. We are very lucky to get her 
into our school with her busy schedule. Zina 
is travelling up from Adelaide for multiple 
sessions with the class.

She is passing on her considerable knowledge 
to the students through the creation of 
engaging skills practices backed up by a lot 
of verbal feedback. Zina's ability to impart 
her knowledge as well as forming positive 
relationships with the students has been very 
heartening and appreciated by the students. 
It has also been great for the female students 
to witness a successful, athletic sports women 
up close and personal: amazingly positive role 
model.

Students in Year 11/12 PE are currently studying Volleyball as one of their 
Practical Assessments. The class has been very fortunate to secure the services 
of ex Australian Volleyballer, Zina Stone, to assist them with their studies.

11/12 SACE PE  
Special Volleyball Guest Zina Stone

The interactions between Zina and the 
students will be utilised by the students 
when they write up their theoretical Personal 
Reflections on their journey throughout the 
Volleyball unit.

Shane Wissell | PE Teacher.
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oakbankas.sa.edu.au  8398 7200

dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Enrol now for  
Reception in 2023

Growing Futures

Comprehensive & supportive  
transition program

Contact us for more  
information

Growing Futures
 

oakbankas.sa.edu.au  8398 7200

dl.0762.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Mentoring 
Opportunities
Oakbank School is looking for adult  

volunteers to support our students through  
a school-based mentoring program.

To do this we need a group of committed adults who can 
be available for one hour a week during the school day.

We are looking for adults who are comfortable working 
one-on-one with a student in a group setting, helping 

them with organisation, developing skills through project-
based learning, and being a positive adult role model.

If you think you would be a great fit, or would just like 
more information on mentoring and requirements, 

please email Ryan Matulick at  
ryan.matulick592@schools.sa.edu.au.
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11/12 Child Studies

Over the last 5 weeks, our Year 11 and 12 Child Studies students have been 
investigating how reading and literature support the social and emotional 
development of young children. 
As a part of the assessment, students were required to analyse a number of texts for their Research 
Task and then develop a book each which works to promote the improvement of children’s social and/
or emotional skills, e.g. overcoming difficult situations, identifying emotions, and developing empathy 
with and for others. Students also produced soft toys of the main character included in each book 
to encourage children to interact and use imaginary play whilst reading. Included below are some 
excerpts of their Research Tasks and photographs of their practical outcomes – well done class!

Empathy is one of the core traits for developing emotional 
intelligence and research shows a strong connection between 
empathy and reading. Reading diverse stories exposes children to a 
range of human experiences with evidence indicating that reading at 
a young age hones empathy skills as it allows the children to imagine 
themselves in the character’s position and how they would feel 
(Children’s Literacy Foundation, 2018). 

Addelie (Year 11)

Plaza (2018) states that “Children’s lives are enriched by literature… Children’s 
oral language is, therefore, central to their emerging understanding of written 
language and how it conveys meaning.” In short, Plaza (2018) describes the 
beautiful link between literature and the growth of one’s most important skills; 
communication and understanding. Through large, colourful books, children 
are able to access more than simple skills. They find joy, hope, peace, and 
imagination. For children experiencing stress in their lives (e.g. a divorce, the 
death of a loved one, etc.), stories based in fantasy worlds can take them far 
away from their troubles to a distant land where the folk are magical, strange 
and extremely entertaining.

       Siennah (Year 11)
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Science
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Students had an opportunity to work with their individual class, with a primary buddy class and with 
a high school buddy class. Activities included mosaic tile creations, honey experiments, sugar cookie 
biscuits and magnifying glass investigations. The day finished with a Science Day sharing assembly 
where students were able to share what they had learnt throughout the day. We were also fortunate to 
have Krystle Mclaren talk to the students as our Science Day guest speaker. All supplies used for Science 
Day were purchased as a part of the $500 Science Week grant which we were lucky to win thanks to 
Rachel Sant’s amazing application and ideas for the event. The students had a great day focused on 
Science, which we are hoping to continue in Science Week next year.

On Monday, Week 4 we celebrated Science Day. Our primary classes 
participated in a full day of Science activities based on the theme “Glass – More 
Than Meets the Eye”. 

Primary Science Day
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Some highlights were meeting Crows players, Lincon defending the high score on the flight simulator 
and Duncan winning Tetris. We had a great day!

Alice Minchin & Prithi Sachi

Last week the Year 9s attended the STEM day out at Science Alive to experience 
different opportunities and careers in STEM. 

STEM Day
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Community
   Opportunities

DELIVERED BY

Want $500 to
help you with
school costs?

 
To join Saver Plus, you must:
 
✅ Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession
Card AND an eligible Centrelink payment*
✅ Be studying yourself OR have a child in school 
(can be starting school next year)
✅ Have regular income from work (either yourself or
your partner)*
✅ Be 18+ years old
 
*Many types of income and Centrelink payments are eligible

Find out more 
at saverplus.org.au

laptops & 
tablets

uniforms & 
shoes

Here are some of the school costs
the $500 can be used for:

books &
supplies

lessons &
activities

sports fees 
& gear

camps &
excursion

Saver Plus is an initiative of the Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ and delivered in partnership with local community organisations.
The program is funded by ANZ and the Australian Government Department of Social Services. 

Saver Plus is a financial education program for families and
individuals on a tight budget to develop life-long savings habits.

For more information, please contact your local Saver Plus coordinator: 

Stacey Hall

stacey.hall@thesmithfamily.com.au

0417 048 689
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 Visit the LWT Oakbank School Online Ordering Portal for full specifications, 
comparisons, pricing and availability.  
Multiple payment options are including up to 12 months interest free, subject to the 
finance provider’s approval. 

 

  
 

Touch Model 
AMD Ryzen 5 13.3” with pen 

Non-Touch Model  
Intel Core i5 14” 

Why purchase a laptop from LWT Portal? 

 Easy Graphical Comparison 
To help parents choose the right device LWT uses 
easy to understand graphic icons to help parents 
compare units using a side by side comparison of 
key specifications to help their choice. 

Commercial Grade Devices 
The devices LWT offer via their portals are 
commercial grade that you won’t find in a retail 
store. Built to a higher quality and with a 3 year 
warranty they are designed to last longer than 
their retail counterparts.  

Delivered directly to you 
Orders are processed straight away and usually 
arrive in 1-2 weeks via Australia Post eParcel. The 
Portal gives a general idea of availability and wait 
times for orders. 
 

Hassle Free Quick Onsite Servicing 
The student environment often leads to a higher 
number of repairs. Onsite support at the school 
greatly reduces frustrations for parents. Getting 
a retail device repaired usually takes weeks and 
quite often re-quires the parent to take time out 
of their day. 

Accidental Damage Protection 
We offer well priced insurance options that give 
Accidental Damage protection with quick repair 
times. We use Manufacturers Insurance to help 
guaran-tee parts availability. 

  

  

Introducing  LWT our new recommended laptop  provider!

Lenovo  
laptops with  

3 years warranty + 
accidental damage 

available now!


